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REPENTANCE 
Repentance is that you feel ashamed and sorry because you recognize that 

you have done something wrong, especially against the rules of your religion. 
[Dictionary Definition] 

Synonyms of Repentance - Regret for Sin or Wrongdoing.  
1. penitence implies sad and humble realization of and regret for one's misdeeds <absolution 

is dependent upon sincere penitence>.  
2. repentance adds the implication of a resolve to change <repentance accompanied by a 

complete change of character>.  
3. contrition stresses the sorrowful regret that constitutes true penitence <tearful expressions 

of contrition>.  
4. compunction implies a painful sting of conscience especially for contemplated wrongdoing 

<had no compunctions about taking back what is mine>.  
5. remorse suggests prolonged and insistent self-reproach and mental anguish for past 

wrongs and especially for those whose consequences cannot be remedied <thieves 
untroubled by feelings of remorse>.  

REPENT: to feel or show that you are sorry for something bad or wrong that you did and that 
you want to do what is right; to be very sorry for something bad you have done in the past and 
wish that you had not done it. 

Luke 6:46-49 - 46 “Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say? 47 As for everyone 
who comes to me and hears my words and puts them into practice, I will show you what they 
are like. 48 They are like a man building a house, who dug down deep and laid the foundation on 
rock. When a flood came, the torrent struck that house but could not shake it, because it was 
well built. 49 But the one who hears my words and does not put them into practice is like a man 
who built a house on the ground without a foundation. The moment the torrent struck that house, 
it collapsed and its destruction was complete.” 

KEY BIBLE VERSES ABOUT REPENTANCE 
2 Chronicles 7:14 - 14 if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray 
and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive 
their sin and will heal their land 

Matthew 3:1-3 - 1 In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea 
2 and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is he who was spoken 
of through the prophet Isaiah: “A voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the 
Lord, make straight paths for him.’ ” 

Luke 15:17-19 - 17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired 
servants have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back to my 
father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’  

Acts 2:37-39 - 37 When people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other 
apostles, “What shall we do?” 38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Acts 3:19 - 19 Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of 
refreshing may come from the Lord, 

http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/showing
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/feel_1
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/ashamed
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/sorry
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/recognize
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/wrong_1
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/especially
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/rule_1
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/religion
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/penitence
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/repentance
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/contrition
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/compunction
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/remorse
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Matthew 7:21-27 -  
True and False Disciples 

21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one 
who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, 
did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and in your name perform 
many miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’ 

The Wise and Foolish Builders 
24 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise 
man who built his house on the rock. 25 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds 
blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. 
26 But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a 
foolish man who built his house on sand. 27 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the 
winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.” 

2 Corinthians 7:1, 9-11 - 1 Let us purify ourselves from everything that contaminates body and 

spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God. 

Paul’s Joy Over the Church’s Repentance 
9 I am happy… because your sorrow led you to repentance. For you became sorrowful as God 
intended and so were not harmed in any way…. 10 Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads 
to salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death. 11 See what this godly 
sorrow has produced in you: what earnestness, what eagerness to clear yourselves, what 
indignation, what alarm, what longing, what concern, what readiness to see justice done. At 
every point you have proved yourselves to be innocent in this matter.  

Isaiah 30:15 - This is what the Sovereign Lord, the Holy One of Israel, says: “In repentance and 
rest is your salvation, in quietness and trust is your strength, but you would have none of it. 

Hosea 14:1 - [Repentance to Bring Blessing] Return, Israel, to the Lord your God. Your sins 
have been your downfall! 

Matthew 3:8 - Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. 

Matthew 3:11 - I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is more 
powerful than I….. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 

Mark 1:4 - And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 

Luke 3:3 - He went into all the country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins. 

Luke 3:8 - Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We 
have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for 
Abraham. 

Luke 5:32 - I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” 

Luke 24:47 - Repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, 
beginning at Jerusalem. 

Acts 5:31 - God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and Savior that he might bring Israel 
to repentance and forgive their sins. 

Acts 11:18 - When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, saying, “So 
then, even to Gentiles God has granted repentance that leads to life.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+30:15&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hosea+14:1&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+3:8&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+3:11&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1:4&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+3:3&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+3:8&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+5:32&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+24:47&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+5:31&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+11:18&version=NIV
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Acts 13:24 - Before the coming of Jesus, John preached repentance and baptism to all the 
people of Israel. 

Acts 19:4 - Paul said, “John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to 
believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus.” 

Acts 20:21 - I have declared to both Jews and Greeks that they must turn to God in repentance 
and have faith in our Lord Jesus. 

Acts 26:20 - First to those in Damascus, then to those in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and then 
to the Gentiles, I preached that they should repent and turn to God and demonstrate their 
repentance by their deeds. 

Romans 2:4 - Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, forbearance and patience, 
not realizing that God’s kindness is intended to lead you to repentance? 

2 Corinthians 7:9 - Now I am happy, not because you were made sorry, but because your sorrow 
led you to repentance. For you became sorrowful as God intended and so were not harmed in 
any way by us. 

2 Corinthians 7:10 - Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no 
regret, but worldly sorrow brings death. 

2 Timothy 2:25 - Opponents must be gently instructed, in the hope that God will grant them 
repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth, 

Hebrews 6:1 - Therefore let us move beyond the elementary teachings about Christ and be 
taken forward to maturity, not laying again the foundation of repentance from acts that lead to 
death, and of faith in God, 

Hebrews 6:6 - and who have fallen away, to be brought back to repentance. To their loss they 
are crucifying the Son of God all over again and subjecting him to public disgrace. 

2 Peter 3:9 - The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise…. Instead he is patient with you, not 
wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 

REPENTANCE - OLD TESTAMENT 

The basic Hebrew word which is used to express this change is šwb, the root of which means 
simply “to turn.” It is a particularly instructive word because it reflects the notion of journeying 
and pilgrimage, which exemplifies in a very fundamental sense the attitude and relationship 
between Yahweh and Israel (Deut 26:5–11). 

The idea of walking in the way of the Lord is a common metaphor in the Hebrew Bible (Ps 1:1). 
And in a variety of contexts the way of Israel is contrasted with the way of Canaan, the way of 
the Lord with the way of evildoers, the way of the righteous with the way of sinners. Israel’s 
religious calendar, too, is built on the core of pilgrim feasts: Passover, Booths, and Pentecost all 
have pilgrim contexts. It is this notion of walking and journeying, then, that illumines the meaning 
of šwb (or the less common nḥm; Exod 13:17). The relationship with Yahweh is envisioned as 
an ongoing journey requiring constant attention and vigilance, and a sense of purpose. To 
deviate from the way is, at the same time, to lose sight of the objective. 

Three classical passages illustrate this sense of repentance-returning: Amos 4:6–13; Hos 5:15–
6:5; Jer 3:12–24. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+13:24&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+19:4&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+20:21&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+26:20&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+2:4&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians+7:9&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians+7:10&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Timothy+2:25&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+6:1&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+6:6&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Peter+3:9&version=NIV
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In Amos the prophetic vision of the coming destruction finds powerful expression. His prophecy 
cuts through the appearances of prosperity and illumines the hypocrisy and idolatry of self-love. 
The passage in chap. 4 rehearses the chastisements, punishments, and signs that Yahweh has 
visited upon Israel. Despite this “parental” admonition, “you did not return (šwb) to me.” This 
phrase becomes a refrain in the passage. The general tone of Amos is pessimistic and the 
repentance which is required seems remote. In these passages the emphasis is on “Israel,” the 
people. The dire call “Prepare to meet your God” is directed to the nation which “did not return.” 

In Hosea the great metaphor of the faithless wife is the key to understanding the sense of 
repentance (Hosea 2–3). Faithless Israel has become a prostitute and abandoned the 
relationship with the Lord, forgotten the love God showed, and been ungrateful for the Lord’s 
gifts of plenty and prosperity. But the Lord does not (as in Amos) let go. “I will woo her. I will go 
with her into the wilderness and comfort her: there I will restore her vineyards … and there she 
will answer as in her youth” (Hos 2:14–15). There is in Hosea a real sense of the possibility of 
repentance. “Come, let us return to the Lord; for he has torn us and will heal us. He has struck 
us and he will bind up our wounds; after two days he will revive us; on the third day he will restore 
us, that in his presence we may live” (Hos 6:1–2). Following this consolation, the prophet goes on 
to enumerate the qualities of repentance: humility and knowledge of the Lord (Hos 6:3–4). And 
further in chap. 12 he cites “loyalty and justice” (Hos 12:6). Over and over it is the care of the poor, 
the quality of justice, and the dedication to the Torah that exemplify true repentance. 

So in Hosea, while the references are to Israel (2:4–14), the repentance which is required is 
more personal, more individual than the call to repentance in Amos. 

Finally in Jeremiah the prophet’s call for a “new heart” provides the context of repentance. In 
chap. 3 Jeremiah proclaims, “Come back to me, apostate Israel, says the Lord, I will no longer 
frown on you. For my love is unfailing, says the Lord, I will not be angry for ever” (Jer 3:12). The 
condemnations of Israel and the apostasy which will bring disaster on the people are offset 
constantly by the appeal to renewal. “I remember the unfailing devotion of your youth, the love 
of your bridal days when you followed me in the wilderness, through a land unknown” (Jer 2:2). 
And the renewal which is required is also specified. “If you will banish your loathsome idols from 
my sight, and stray no more; if you swear by the life of the Lord in truth, in justice, and 
uprightness, then shall the nations pray to be blessed like you (Jer 4:1–2). 

But one theme that Jeremiah develops more fully than his predecessors is the idea of gleaning 
out of Israel a faithful few (Jer 6:9). And this faithful remnant may yet survive the disaster if they 
acknowledge their wrongdoing, confess their rebellion and their promiscuous traffic with foreign 
gods (Jer 3:13). In this group of confessors, repentant and renewed, the future hope lies because 
these the Lord loved: “With everlasting Love have I loved you, therefore I have continued my 
faithfulness to you” (Jer 31:3). 

This can only take place, however, when the Lord “will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah.” This new covenant will not be external to the faithful, nor a “thing” 
to be done; rather, the Lord “will write it upon their hearts.” The renewed covenant and the 
renewed heart are essential elements of the future. From the very beginning, the Lord both 
winnowed and called. And to that call those who heard and repented responded and so became 
“like a watered garden” (Jer 31:12). 

Again in Jeremiah, there is a growing sense of a distinction between the fate of the whole people 
and the fate of the faithful. So the repentance of the faithful few restores Israel even though the 
many perish. 
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It seems clear from the prophetic writings that repentance is eschatological. The final 
punishment of faithless Israel is withheld. The sword is stayed, the final light is not extinguished, 
the possibility of repentance remains because the Lord is faithful and full of love and refuses to 
abandon the covenant (Childs 1986: 226). 

Repentance in the prophets, then, is an act of the heart. It is more than mere words. It is defined 
by clear actions that lead to justice, mercy, and fidelity. But repentance was also a cultic act. It 
is a liturgical function in Israel. There are a number of passages which point to the liturgical act 
of repentance (Isa 63:7–64:11; Hos 6:1–3; 7:14; 14:1–3; Joel 2:15–18). These cultic expressions 
apparently included acts such as rending garments, throwing ashes, wearing coarse garments, 
and as in the liturgy of the yôm hakkippurîm, symbolic acts (Leviticus 16). These cultic acts attest 
to a widespread belief in both the necessity and the possibility of repentance and forgiveness. 
Though the prophets often excoriate such rituals because they are performed without a change 
of heart (Jeremiah 7), they are important indicators of the faith of Israel in the continuous mercy 
of Yahweh. 

One should note the many references in the Psalms to repentance and forgiveness. Two psalms 
in particular, Psalm 51 and Psalm 130, express most poignantly the elements of true repentance 
and its place in the religion of Israel: 

3 If you, LORD, kept a record of sins, Lord, who could stand? 4 But with you there is forgiveness, 
so that we can, with reverence, serve you. (Psalm 130:3–4) 

10 Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.17 My sacrifice, O 
God, is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart you, God, will not despise. (Psalm 51:10, 17) 

OLD TESTAMENT PASSAGES RELATING TO NEED FOR REPENTNCE 

Genesis 6:5–7 - 5 The Lord saw how great the wickedness of the human race had become on 
the earth, and that every inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was only evil all the time. 
6 The Lord regretted that he had made human beings on the earth, and his heart was deeply 
troubled. 7 So the Lord said, “I will wipe from the face of the earth the human race I have 
created—and with them the animals, the birds and the creatures that move along the ground—
for I regret that I have made them.”  

Exodus 32:12–14 - 12 Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them 
out, to kill them in the mountains and to wipe them off the face of the earth’? Turn from your 
fierce anger; relent and do not bring disaster on your people. 13 Remember your servants 
Abraham, Isaac and Israel, to whom you swore by your own self: ‘I will make your descendants 
as numerous as the stars in the sky and I will give your descendants all this land I promised 
them, and it will be their inheritance forever.’ ” 14 Then the Lord relented and did not bring on his 
people the disaster he had threatened.  

1 Samuel 15:11 - 11 I regret that I have made Saul king, as he has turned away from me and not 
carried out my instructions.” Samuel was angry, and he cried out to the Lord all that night.  
1 Samuel 15:29 - 29 He who is the Glory of Israel does not lie or change his mind; for he is not 
a human being, that he should change his mind.”  

2 Chronicles 7:14 - 14 if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and 
pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will 
forgive their sin and will heal their land.  
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Job 42:5–6 - 5 My ears had heard of you but now my eyes have seen you. 6 Therefore I despise 
myself and repent in dust and ashes.”  

Jeremiah 8:6  - 6 I have listened attentively, but they do not say what is right. None of them  
repent of their wickedness, saying, “What have I done?” Each pursues their own course like a 
horse charging into battle.  

Jeremiah 31:17–20 - 17 So there is hope for your descendants,” declares the Lord. “Your children 
will return to their own land. 18 “I have surely heard Ephraim’s moaning: ‘You disciplined me like 
an unruly calf, and I have been disciplined. Restore me, and I will return, because you are the Lord 
my God. 19 After I strayed, I repented; after I came to understand, I beat my breast. I was ashamed 
and humiliated because I bore the disgrace of my youth.’  20 Is not Ephraim my dear son, the child 
in whom I delight? Though I often speak against him, I still remember him. Therefore my heart 
yearns for him; I have great compassion for him,” declares the Lord.  

Ezekiel 14:6 - 6 “Therefore say to the people of Israel, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: 
Repent! Turn from your idols and renounce all your detestable practices!  

Jonah 3:5–10 - 5 The Ninevites believed God. A fast was proclaimed, and all of them, from the 
greatest to the least, put on sackcloth. 6 When Jonah’s warning reached the king of Nineveh, he 
rose from his throne, took off his royal robes, covered himself with sackcloth and sat down in the 
dust. 7 This is the proclamation he issued in Nineveh: “By the decree of the king and his nobles: 
Do not let people or animals, herds or flocks, taste anything; do not let them eat or drink. 8 But 
let people and animals be covered with sackcloth. Let everyone call urgently on God. Let them 
give up their evil ways and their violence. 9 Who knows? God may yet relent and with compassion 
turn from his fierce anger so that we will not perish.” 10 When God saw what they did and how 
they turned from their evil ways, he relented and did not bring on them the destruction he had 
threatened.  

REPENTANCE - NEW TESTAMENT 

Repentance is a turning away from sin, disobedience, or rebellion and a turning back to God 
(Matt 9:13; Luke 5:32). In a more general sense, repentance means a change of mind (Gen 6:6-
7) or a feeling of remorse or regret for past conduct (Matt 27:3). True repentance is a "godly 
sorrow" for sin, an act of turning around and going in the opposite direction. This type of 
repentance leads to a fundamental change in a person's relationship to God. 

In the New Testament the keynote of John the Baptist's preaching is, "Repent, for the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand" (Matt 3:2). To the multitudes he declared, "Bear fruits worthy of repentance" 
(Matt 3:8; Luke 3:8). When Jesus began His ministry, He took up John's preaching of the 
message of repentance, expanding the message to include the good news of salvation: "The 
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent and believe in the gospel" (Matt 4:17; 
Mark 1:15). 

In Jesus' preaching of the kingdom of God is seen the truth that repentance and faith are two 
sides of the same coin: by repentance, one turns away from sin; by faith, one turns toward God 
in accepting the Lord Jesus Christ. Such a twofold turning, or conversion, is necessary for 
entrance into the kingdom (Matt 18:3). "Unless you repent," said Jesus, "you will all likewise 
perish" (Luke 13:3,5). This is the negative, or judgmental, side of Jesus' message. The positive, 
or merciful, side is seen in these words: "There is joy in the presence of the angels of God over 
one sinner who repents" (Luke 15:10). 
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After Jesus' crucifixion and resurrection, His disciples continued His message of repentance and 
faith (Acts 2:38; 3:19; 20:21; 26:20). Repentance is a turning from wickedness and dead works 
(Acts 8:22; Heb 6:1) toward God and His glory (Acts 20:21; Rev 16:9), eternal life (Acts 11:18), 
and a knowledge of the truth (2 Tim 2:25). 

Repentance is associated with prayer (1 Kings 8:47), belief (Mark 1:15), baptism (Acts 2:38), 
and conversion (Acts 3:19) and is accompanied by humility (Matt 11:21). Repentance is God's 
will and pleasure (Luke 15:7-10; 2 Peter 3:9), as well as His command (Mark 6:12; Acts 17:30). 
It is a gift of His sovereign love (Acts 5:31; 11:18; Rom 2:4; 2 Tim 2:25), without which we cannot 
be saved (Luke 13:3). 

The generally recognized core idea of repentance is a “change of mind” and can also carry the 
nuance of “regret” or “remorse”. The English rendering has perhaps been colored by the Latin 
background of concepts like penance and penitence. 

NEW TESTAMENT PASSAGES RELATING TO NEED FOR REPENTNCE 

Matthew 3:1–2 - 1 In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea 
2 and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near. 

Matthew 3:8 - 8 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance.  

Matthew 4:17- 17 From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven 
has come near.”  

Matthew 11:20–21 -  
Woe on Unrepentant Towns 

20 Then Jesus began to denounce the towns in which most of his miracles had been performed, 
because they did not repent. 21 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles 
that were performed in you had been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented 
long ago in sackcloth and ashes.  

Matthew 12:41- 41 The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation and 
condemn it; for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and now something greater than Jonah 
is here.  

Matthew 21:28–32 – 
The Parable of the Two Sons 

28 “What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and said, ‘Son, 
go and work today in the vineyard.’ 29 “ ‘I will not,’ he answered, but later he changed his mind 
and went. 30 “Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, ‘I will, 
sir,’ but he did not go. 31 “Which of the two did what his father wanted?” “The first,” they answered. 
Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the 
kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you to show you the way of righteousness, 
and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you 
saw this, you did not repent and believe him.  

Matthew 27:3 - 3 When Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus was condemned, he was 
seized with remorse and returned the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders.  

Mark 1:4–5 - 4 And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole Judean countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River.  
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Mark 1:14–15 -  
Jesus Announces the Good News 

14 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. 
15 “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe!”  

Mark 6:12–13 - 12 They went out and preached that people should repent. 13 They drove out 
many demons and anointed many sick people with oil and healed them.  

Luke 3:3 - 3 He went into all the country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins.  

Luke 5:32 - 32 I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” 

Luke 13:3–5 - 3 I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish. 4 Or those eighteen 
who died when the tower in Siloam fell on them—do you think they were more guilty than all the 
others living in Jerusalem? 5 I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.”  

Luke 15:7–10 - 7 I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one 
sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.  

The Parable of the Lost Coin 
8 “Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Doesn’t she light a lamp, sweep the 
house and search carefully until she finds it? 9 And when she finds it, she calls her friends and 
neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost coin.’ 10 In the same way, I tell 
you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”  

Luke 15:17–19 - 17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired 
servants have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back to my 
father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’  

Luke 24:47 - 47 and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all 
nations, beginning at Jerusalem.  

Acts 2:37–38 - 37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and 
the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every 
one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit.  

Acts 3:19 - 19 Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of 
refreshing may come from the Lord,  

Acts 5:31 - 31 God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and Savior that he might bring 
Israel to repentance and forgive their sins.  

Acts 8:22 - 22 Repent of this wickedness and pray to the Lord in the hope that he may forgive 
you for having such a thought in your heart.  

Acts 11:18 - 18 When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, saying, 
“So then, even to Gentiles God has granted repentance that leads to life.”  
Acts 17:30 – 30 In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people 
everywhere to repent.  

Acts 20:21 - 21 I have declared to both Jews and Greeks that they must turn to God in repentance 
and have faith in our Lord Jesus.  
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Acts 26:20 - 20 First to those in Damascus, then to those in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and then 
to the Gentiles, I preached that they should repent and turn to God and demonstrate their 
repentance by their deeds.  

Romans 2:4 - 4 Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, forbearance and 
patience, not realizing that God’s kindness is intended to lead you to repentance?  

2 Corinthians 7:8–11 - 8 Even if I caused you sorrow by my letter, I do not regret it. Though I 
did regret it—I see that my letter hurt you, but only for a little while—9 yet now I am happy, not 
because you were made sorry, but because your sorrow led you to repentance. For you became 
sorrowful as God intended and so were not harmed in any way by us. 10 Godly sorrow brings 
repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death. 11 See 
what this godly sorrow has produced in you: what earnestness, what eagerness to clear 
yourselves, what indignation, what alarm, what longing, what concern, what readiness to see 
justice done. At every point you have proved yourselves to be innocent in this matter.  

2 Timothy 2:24–26 - 24 And the Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but must be kind to 
everyone, able to teach, not resentful. 25 Opponents must be gently instructed, in the hope that God 
will grant them repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth, 26 and that they will come to 
their senses and escape from the trap of the devil, who has taken them captive to do his will.  

2 Peter 3:9 - 9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead 
he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.  

Revelation 2:5 - 5 Consider how far you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first. If 
you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place.  

Revelation 2:16 - 16 Repent therefore! Otherwise, I will soon come to you and will fight against 
them with the sword of my mouth.  

Revelation 2:21 - 21 I have given her time to repent of her immorality, but she is unwilling.  

Revelation 3:19 - 19 Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest and repent.  

Revelation 16:9–11 -  9 They were seared by the intense heat and they cursed the name of 
God, who had control over these plagues, but they refused to repent and glorify him. 10 The fifth 
angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and its kingdom was plunged into darkness. 
People gnawed their tongues in agony 11 and cursed the God of heaven because of their pains 
and their sores, but they refused to repent of what they had done. 
 

REPENTANCE IN HEBREWS 6:1-8 

1 Therefore let us move beyond the elementary teachings about Christ and be taken 
forward to maturity, not laying again the foundation of repentance from acts that lead to 
death, and of faith in God, 2 instruction about cleansing rites, the laying on of hands, the 
resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment. 3 And God permitting, we will do so. 

We have here the apostle's advice to the Hebrews—that they would grow up from a state of 
childhood to the fullness of the stature of the new man in Christ. He declares his readiness to 
assist them all he could in their spiritual progress; and, for their greater encouragement, he puts 
himself with them: Let us go on. Here observe, In order to their growth, Christians must leave 
the principles of the doctrine of Christ. How must they leave them? They must not lose them, 
they must not despise them, they must not forget them. They must lay them up in their hearts, 
and lay them as the foundation of all their profession and expectation; but they must not rest and 
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stay in them, they must not be always laying the foundation, they must go on, and build upon it. 
There must be a superstructure; for the foundation is laid on purpose to support the building. 
Here it may be enquired, Why did the apostle resolve to set strong meat before the Hebrews, 
when he knew they were but babes? Answer. 1. Though some of them were but weak, yet others 
of them had gained more strength; and they must be provided for suitably. And, as those who 
are grown Christians must be willing to hear the plainest truths preached for the sake of the 
weak, so the weak must be willing to hear the more difficult and mysterious truths preached for 
the sake of those who are strong. 2. He hoped they would be growing in their spiritual strength 
and stature, and so be able to digest stronger meat. 

I. The apostle mentions several foundation-principles, which must be well laid at first, and then 
built upon; neither his time nor theirs must be spent in laying these foundations over and over 
again. These are foundations: 

1. Repentance from dead works, that is, conversion and regeneration, repentance from a 
spiritually dead state and course; as if he had said, "Beware of destroying the life of grace in 
your souls; your minds were changed by conversion, and so were your lives. Take care that 
you return not to sin again, for then you must have the foundation to lay again; there must be 
a second conversion a repenting not only of, but from, dead works." Observe here,  

a. The sins of persons unconverted are dead works; they proceed from persons spiritually 
dead, and they tend to death eternal.  

b. Repentance for dead works, if right, is from dead works, a total change of heart and life. 

c. Repentance for and from dead works is a foundation-principle, which must not be laid 
again, though we must renew our repentance daily. 

2. Faith towards God, a firm belief of the existence of God, of his nature, attributes, and 
perfections, the trinity of persons in the unity of essence, the whole mind and will of God as 
revealed in his word, particularly what relates to the Lord Jesus Christ. We must by faith acquaint 
ourselves with these things; we must assent to them, we must approve of them, and apply all to 
ourselves with suitable affections and actions. 

Observe that repentance from dead works, and faith towards God, are connected, and always 
go together; they are inseparable twins, the one cannot live without the other.  Both of these are 
foundation-principles, which should be once well laid, but never pulled up, so as to need to be 
laid over again; we must not relapse into infidelity. 

It is extremely important to move beyond the elementary teachings about Christ and be taken 
forward to maturity, not laying again the foundation of repentance from acts that lead to death, 
and of faith in God. 

4 It is impossible for those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the 
heavenly gift, who have shared in the Holy Spirit, 5 who have tasted the goodness of the 
word of God and the powers of the coming age 6 and who have fallen away, to be 
brought back to repentance. To their loss they are crucifying the Son of God all over 
again and subjecting him to public disgrace. 7 Land that drinks in the rain often falling on 
it and that produces a crop useful to those for whom it is farmed receives the blessing 
of God. 8 But land that produces thorns and thistles is worthless and is in danger of being 
cursed. In the end it will be burned. (Hebrews 6:4-8) 

II. The apostle declares his readiness and resolution to assist the Hebrews in building 
themselves up on these foundations till they arrive at perfection: And this we will do, if God 
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permit, v. 3. And thereby he teaches them, 1. That right resolution is very necessary in order to 
progress and proficiency in religion. 2. That that resolution is right which is not only made in the 
sincerity of our hearts, but in a humble dependence upon God for strength, for assistance and 
righteousness, for acceptance, and for time and opportunity. 3. That ministers should not only 
teach people what to do, but go before them, and along with them, in the way of duty. 

III. He shows that this spiritual growth is the surest way to prevent that dreadful sin of apostasy 
from the faith. And here He shows how far persons may go in religion, and, after all, fall away, 
and perish for ever. 

1. They may be enlightened. Some of the ancients understand this of their being baptized; but it 
is rather to be understood of notional knowledge and common illumination, of which persons 
may have a great deal, and yet come short of heaven. Balaam was the man whose eyes were 
opened (Num 24:3), and yet with his eyes opened he went down to utter darkness. 

 
2. They may taste of the heavenly gift, feel something of the efficacy of the Holy Spirit in his operations 

upon their souls, causing them to taste something of religion, and yet be like persons in the market, 
who taste of what they will not come up to the price of, and so but take a taste, and leave it. Persons 
may taste religion, and seem to like it, if they could have it upon easier terms than denying 
themselves, and taking up their cross, and following Christ. 
 

3. They may be made partakers of the Holy Ghost, that is, of his extraordinary and miraculous gifts; 
they may have cast out devils in the name of Christ, and done many other mighty works. Such 
gifts in the apostolic age were sometimes bestowed upon those who had no true saving grace. 
 

4. They may taste of the good word of God; they may have some relish of gospel doctrines, may 
hear the word with pleasure, may remember much of it, and talk well of it, and yet never be cast 
into the form and mould of it, nor have it dwelling richly in them.  
 

5. They may have tasted of the powers of the world to come; they may have been under strong 
impressions concerning heaven, and dread of going to hell. These lengths hypocrites may go, 
and, after all, turn apostates. Now hence observe,  

 
a. These great things are spoken here of those who may fall away; yet it is not here said 

of them that they were truly converted, or that they were justified; there is more in true 
saving grace than in all that is here said of apostates.  

b. This therefore is no proof of the final apostasy of true saints. These indeed may fall 
frequently and foully, but yet they will not totally nor finally from God; the purpose and 
the power of God, the purchase and the prayer of Christ, the promise of the gospel, the 
everlasting covenant that God has made with them, ordered in all things and sure, the 
indwelling of the Spirit, and the immortal seed of the word, these are their security. But 
the tree that has not these roots will not stand. 
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