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PATIENT 
Dictionary Definition 

Adjective: The definition of patient is waiting calmly for however long  

Nouns: 
1. Bearing, enduring pain, trouble, etc. without complaining or losing self-control 
2. refusing to be provoked or angered, as by an insult; forbearing; tolerant 
3. calmly tolerating delay, confusion, inefficiency, etc. 
4. able to wait calmly for something desired 
5. showing or characterized by patience: a patient face 
6. steady; diligent; persevering: a patient worker 

                                         OR 

Patient is defined as someone under medical care. 
 

SOME BIBLE VERSES ABOUT BEING PATIENT 

2 Peter 3:9 - The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient 
toward you, not wishing that any shoull perish, but that all should reach repentance.  

1 Corinthians 13:4-5 - Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or 
rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful;  

Matthew 7:7 - “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be 
opened to you.  

Proverbs 15:1 - A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.  

1 John 4:18 - here is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with 
punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love.  

Psalm 27:14 - Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord!  

John 16:33 -  have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you 
will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.”  

1 Peter 5:8 - Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion, seeking someone to devour.  

Romans 12:2 - Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your 
mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and 
perfect.  

Galatians 5:22-23 - But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.  

Romans 10:9 - Because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your 
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  

1 Corinthians 13:1-13 - If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a 
noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries 
and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am 
nothing. If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I 
gain nothing. Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It 
does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; ...  

1 Timothy 2:4 - Who desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+3%3A9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+13%3A4-5&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+7%3A7&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+15%3A1&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+4%3A18&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+27%3A14&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+16%3A33&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+5%3A8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12%3A2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+5%3A22-23&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+10%3A9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+13%3A1-13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Timothy+2%3A4&version=ESV


3 
 

John 14:15 - “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. “ 

John 11:25-26 - Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes 
in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me 
shall never die. Do you believe this?”  

Romans 8:29 - For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to 
the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.  

Matthew 24:30 - Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and then all 
the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the 
clouds of heaven with power and great glory.  

Ephesians 2:10 - For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.  

John 3:16 - “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.  

Matthew 19:28 - Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, in the new world, when the 
Son of Man will sit on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on 
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.  

Romans 13:9 - For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not 
murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are 
summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  

John 14:6 - Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes 
to the Father except through me.  

Luke 23:43 - And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”  

Luke 16:1-31 - He also said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, 
and charges were brought to him that this man was wasting his possessions. And he 
called him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Turn in the account of 
your management, for you can no longer be manager.’ And the manager said to 
himself, ‘What shall I do, since my master is taking the management away from me? 
I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. I have decided what to do, 
so that when I am removed from management, people may receive me into their 
houses.’ So, summoning his master's debtors one by one, he said to the first, ‘How 
much do you owe my master?’ ...  

Matthew 22:37 - And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.  

Matthew 25:41 - Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into 
the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.  

Matthew 6:24 - No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love 
the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve 
God and money.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A15&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+11%3A25-26&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A29&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+24%3A30&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+2%3A10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3%3A16&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+19%3A28&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+13%3A9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A6&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+23%3A43&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+16%3A1-31&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+22%3A37&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+25%3A41&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+6%3A24&version=ESV
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Revelation 20:10 - And the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire 
and sulfur where the beast and the false prophet were, and they will be tormented 
day and night forever and ever.  

1 John 2:4 - Whoever says “I know him” but does not keep his commandments is a liar, 
and the truth is not in him,  

1 Corinthians 6:1-20 - When one of you has a grievance against another, does he dare 
go to law before the unrighteous instead of the saints? Or do you not know that the 
saints will judge the world? And if the world is to be judged by you, are you 
incompetent to try trivial cases? Do you not know that we are to judge angels? How 
much more, then, matters pertaining to this life! So if you have such cases, why do 
you lay them before those who have no standing in the church? I say this to your 
shame. Can it be that there is no one among you wise enough to settle a dispute 
between the brothers, ...  

Luke 1:1-80 - Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the things 
that have been accomplished among us, just as those who from the beginning were 
eyewitnesses and ministers of the word have delivered them to us, it seemed good to 
me also, having followed all things closely for some time past, to write an orderly 
account for you, most excellent Theophilus, that you may have certainty concerning 
the things you have been taught. In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a 
priest named Zechariah, of the division of Abijah. And he had a wife from the 
daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. ...  

Matthew 24:1-51 - Jesus left the temple and was going away, when his disciples came 
to point out to him the buildings of the temple. But he answered them, “You see all 
these, do you not? Truly, I say to you, there will not be left here one stone upon 
another that will not be thrown down.” As he sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples 
came to him privately, saying, “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the 
sign of your coming and of the close of the age?” And Jesus answered them, “See 
that no one leads you astray. For many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ 
and they will lead many astray. ... 

 

 

SOME BIBLE VERSES ABOUT BEING PATIENCE 

Romans 12:12 - Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer.  

Romans 8:25 - But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.  

Galatians 6:9 - And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will 
reap, if we do not give up.  

Psalm 37:7-9 - Be still before the Lord and wait patiently for him; fret not yourself over 
the one who prospers in his way, over the man who carries out evil devices! Refrain 
from anger, and forsake wrath! Fret not yourself; it tends only to evil. For the evildoers 
shall be cut off, but those who wait for the Lord shall inherit the land.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+20%3A10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+2%3A4&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+6%3A1-20&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A1-80&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+24%3A1-51&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12%3A12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A25&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+6%3A9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+37%3A7-9&version=ESV
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Philippians 4:6 - Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  

Jeremiah 29:11 - For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for 
welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.  

Ecclesiastes 7:9 - Be not quick in your spirit to become angry, for anger lodges in the 
bosom of fools.  

Ephesians 4:2 - With all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one 
another in love,  

1 Corinthians 13:4 - Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant  

James 1:19 - Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow 
to speak, slow to anger;  

Romans 5:4 - And endurance produces character, and character produces hope,  

1 Peter 2:19-23 - For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures 
sorrows while suffering unjustly. For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten 
for it, you endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a 
gracious thing in the sight of God. For to this you have been called, because Christ 
also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps. 
He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. When he was reviled, he 
did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting 
himself to him who judges justly.  

Isaiah 40:31 - But they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall 
mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and 
not faint.  

Proverbs 15:18 - A hot-tempered man stirs up strife, he who is slow to anger quiets contention.  

Ecclesiastes 7:8 - Better is the end of a thing than its beginning, and the patient in 
spirit is better than the proud in spirit.  

James 5:8 - You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand.  

2 Timothy 2:24 - And the Lord's servant must not be quarrelsome but kind to 
everyone, able to teach, patiently enduring evil,  

Romans 5:3 - More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering 
produces endurance,  

James 5:7 - Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the 
farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives 
the early and the late rains.  

James 1:3 - For you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness.  

James 1:4 - And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and 
complete, lacking in nothing.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+4%3A6&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+29%3A11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ecclesiastes+7%3A9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+4%3A2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+13%3A4&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+1%3A19&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+5%3A4&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+2%3A19-23&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+40%3A31&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+15%3A18&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ecclesiastes+7%3A8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+5%3A8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Timothy+2%3A24&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+5%3A3&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+5%3A7&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+1%3A3&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+1%3A4&version=ESV
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2 Peter 3:9 - The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is 
patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach 
repentance.  

Colossians 1:11 - May you be strengthened with all power, according to his glorious 
might, for all endurance and patience with joy,  

Hebrews 10:36 - For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the 
will of God you may receive what is promised.  

1 Timothy 1:12-17 - I thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, 
because he judged me faithful, appointing me to his service, though formerly I was a 
blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent. But I received mercy because I had 
acted ignorantly in unbelief, and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith 
and love that are in Christ Jesus. The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full 
acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the 
foremost. But I received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus 
Christ might display his perfect patience as an example to those who were to believe 
in him for eternal life. ...  

Romans 5:3-4 - More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering 
produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces 
hope,  

Hebrews 6:15 - And thus Abraham, having patiently waited, obtained the promise.  

Galatians 5:22 - But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness,  

James 5:9 - Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may not be 
judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door.  

Proverbs 16:32 - Whoever is slow to anger is better than the mighty, and he who rules 
his spirit than he who takes a city.  

1 Peter 4:8 - Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a 
multitude of sins.  

Proverbs 25:15 - With patience a ruler may be persuaded, and a soft tongue will break 
a bone.  

Luke 21:19 - By your endurance you will gain your lives.  

1 Timothy 6:10-11 - For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through 
this craving that some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves 
with many pangs. But as for you, O man of God, flee these things. Pursue 
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness.  

Revelation 2:19 - ‘I know your works, your love and faith and service and patient 
endurance, and that your latter works exceed the first.  

Psalm 130:5 - I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I hope;  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+3%3A9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+1%3A11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+10%3A36&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Timothy+1%3A12-17&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+5%3A3-4&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+6%3A15&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+5%3A22&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+5%3A9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+16%3A32&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+4%3A8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+25%3A15&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+21%3A19&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Timothy+6%3A10-11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+2%3A19&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+130%3A5&version=ESV
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Hebrews 12:1 - Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, 
let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with 
endurance the race that is set before us,  

Titus 2:2 - Older men are to be sober-minded, dignified, self-controlled, sound in faith, 
in love, and in steadfastness.  

Romans 15:5 - May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in 
such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus,  

Luke 8:15 - As for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it 
fast in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit with patience.  

Colossians 3:12 - Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, 
compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience,  

James 4:7 - Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.  

Revelation 2:3 - I know you are enduring patiently and bearing up for my name's sake, 
and you have not grown weary.  

Ecclesiastes 7:8-9 - Better is the end of a thing than its beginning, and the patient in 
spirit is better than the proud in spirit. Be not quick in your spirit to become angry, for 
anger lodges in the bosom of fools.  

Hebrews 6:12 - So that you may not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through 
faith and patience inherit the promises.  

1 John 4:18 - There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to 
do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love.  

1 Thessalonians 5:14 - And we urge you, brothers, admonish the idle, encourage the 
fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with them all.  

1 John 2:1-29 - My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not 
sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous. He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins 
of the whole world. And by this we know that we have come to know him, if we keep 
his commandments. Whoever says “I know him” but does not keep his 
commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him, but whoever keeps his word, in 
him truly the love of God is perfected. By this we may know that we are in him: ...  

1 Corinthians 13:1-13 - If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not 
love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and 
understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove 
mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up 
my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing. Love is patient and kind; love 
does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it 
is not irritable or resentful; ...  

Romans 2:7 - To those who by patience in well-doing seek for glory and honor and 
immortality, he will give eternal life;  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+12%3A1&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Titus+2%3A2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+15%3A5&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+8%3A15&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+3%3A12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+4%3A7&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+2%3A3&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ecclesiastes+7%3A8-9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+6%3A12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+4%3A18&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Thessalonians+5%3A14&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+2%3A1-29&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+13%3A1-13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+2%3A7&version=ESV
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Colossians 3:13 - Bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against 
another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.  

Matthew 7:12 - So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them, 
for this is the Law and the Prophets.  

Matthew 7:1-29 - Judge not, that you be not judged. For with the judgment you 
pronounce you will be judged, and with the measure you use it will be measured to 
you. Why do you see the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log 
that is in your own eye? Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck 
out of your eye,’ when there is the log in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the 
log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your 
brother's eye. ...  

Ephesians 4:1-2 - I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner 
worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, 
with patience, bearing with one another in love,  

Colossians 1:10 - So as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, 
bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God.  

James 5:11 - Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have 
heard of the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how 
the Lord is compassionate and merciful.  

Psalm 37:7 - Be still before the Lord and wait patiently for him; fret not yourself over 
the one who prospers in his way, over the man who carries out evil devices!  

1 Thessalonians 1:3 - Remembering before our God and Father your work of faith 
and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.  

1 John 4:7-8 - Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever 
loves has been born of God and knows God. Anyone who does not love does not 
know God, because God is love.  

1 Peter 3:18 - For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, 
that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the 
spirit,  

2 Timothy 3:10 - You, however, have followed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in 
life, my faith, my patience, my love, my steadfastness,  

1 Thessalonians 2:13 - And we also thank God constantly for this, that when you 
received the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word 
of men but as what it really is, the word of God, which is at work in you believers.  

2 Peter 1:6 - And knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and 
steadfastness with godliness,  

Hebrews 6:10-12 - For God is not unjust so as to overlook your work and the love that 
you have shown for his name in serving the saints, as you still do. And we desire each 
one of you to show the same earnestness to have the full assurance of hope until the 
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end, so that you may not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and 
patience inherit the promises.  

Hebrews 4:12 - For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged 
sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and 
discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.  

Matthew 5:38-39 - “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth 
for a tooth.’ But I say to you, Do not resist the one who is evil. But if anyone slaps you 
on the right cheek, turn to him the other also.  

Romans 15:4 - For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, 
that through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might 
have hope.  

Psalm 40:1-3 - To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. I waited patiently for the Lord; 
he inclined to me and heard my cry. He drew me up from the pit of destruction, out of 
the miry bog, and set my feet upon a rock, making my steps secure. He put a new 
song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God. Many will see and fear, and put their 
trust in the Lord.  

Revelation 2:2 - ‘I know your works, your toil and your patient endurance, and how 
you cannot bear with those who are evil, but have tested those who call themselves 
apostles and are not, and found them to be false.  

Revelation 1:9 - I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom 
and the patient endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos on 
account of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus.  

1 John 1:9 - If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

2 Thessalonians 3:5 - May the Lord direct your hearts to the love of God and to the 
steadfastness of Christ.  

Amos 3:7 - For the Lord God does nothing without revealing his secret to his servants 
the prophets.  

1 John 3:16 - By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to 
lay down our lives for the brothers.  

James 2:19 - You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—
and shudder!  

Lamentations 3:26 - It is good that one should wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord.  

2 Corinthians 6:4-6 - But as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: by 
great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, 
labors, sleepless nights, hunger; by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, the Holy 
Spirit, genuine love;  

Psalm 40:1 - To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. I waited patiently for the Lord; he 
inclined to me and heard my cry.  
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Revelation 14:12 - Here is a call for the endurance of the saints, those who keep the 
commandments of God and their faith in Jesus.  

1 Timothy 6:11 - But as for you, O man of God, flee these things. Pursue 
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness.  

2 Peter 1:5 - For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with 
virtue, and virtue with knowledge,  

James 5:10 - As an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets 
who spoke in the name of the Lord.  

Hebrews 13:1 - Let brotherly love continue.  

Psalm 37:10-11 - In just a little while, the wicked will be no more; though you look 
carefully at his place, he will not be there. But the meek shall inherit the land and 
delight themselves in abundant peace.  

Ephesians 4:1 - I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner 
worthy of the calling to which you have been called,  

Colossians 2:8 - See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty 
deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, 
and not according to Christ.  

Proverbs 1:7 - The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise 
wisdom and instruction.  

Exodus 16:7 - And in the morning you shall see the glory of the Lord, because he has 
heard your grumbling against the Lord. For what are we, that you grumble against us?  

2 Thessalonians 1:4 - Therefore we ourselves boast about you in the churches of God 
for your steadfastness and faith in all your persecutions and in the afflictions that you 
are enduring.  

1 Corinthians 4:5 - Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time, before the 
Lord comes, who will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose 
the purposes of the heart. Then each one will receive his commendation from God.  

 

THE PATIENCE OF GOD, 

Verse Concepts About Most Relevant Bible Verses 

Numbers 14:18 - 'The LORD is slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness, forgiving iniquity 
and transgression; but He will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on 
the children to the third and the fourth generations.' 

Exodus 34:6 - Then the LORD passed by in front of him and proclaimed, "The LORD, the LORD 
God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth; 

Nahum 1:3 - The LORD is slow to anger and great in power, And the LORD will by no means 
leave the guilty unpunished In whirlwind and storm is His way, And clouds are the dust beneath 
His feet. 
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Psalm 103:8 - The LORD is compassionate and gracious, Slow to anger and abounding in 
lovingkindness. 

Psalm 86:15 - But You, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, Slow to anger and abundant 
in lovingkindness and truth. 

Nehemiah 9:16-17 - But they, our fathers, acted arrogantly; They became stubborn and would 
not listen to Your commandments. "They refused to listen, And did not remember Your wondrous 
deeds which You had performed among them; So they became stubborn and appointed a leader 
to return to their slavery in Egypt But You are a God of forgiveness, Gracious and 
compassionate, Slow to anger and abounding in lovingkindness; And You did not forsake them. 

Psalm 145:8 - The LORD is gracious and merciful; Slow to anger and great in lovingkindness. 

Joel 2:13 - And rend your heart and not your garments " Now return to the LORD your God, For He 
is gracious and compassionate, Slow to anger, abounding in lovingkindness And relenting of evil. 

Jonah 4:2 - He prayed to the LORD and said, "Please LORD, was not this what I said while I 
was still in my own country? Therefore in order to forestall this I fled to Tarshish, for I knew that 
You are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness, and 
one who relents concerning calamity. 

Romans 15:5 - Now may the God who gives perseverance and encouragement grant you to be 
of the same mind with one another according to Christ Jesus, 

Jeremiah 15:15 - You who know, O LORD, Remember me, take notice of me, And take 
vengeance for me on my persecutors Do not, in view of Your patience, take me away; Know that 
for Your sake I endure reproach. 

2 Thessalonians 3:5 - May the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God and into the 
steadfastness of Christ. 

1 Peter 3:20 - who once were disobedient, when the patience of God kept waiting in the days of 
Noah, during the construction of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought 
safely through the water. 

Acts 13:18 - For a period of about forty years He put up with them in the wilderness. 

Deuteronomy 8:2 - You shall remember all the way which the LORD your God has led you in the 
wilderness these forty years, that He might humble you, testing you, to know what was in your 
heart, whether you would keep His commandments or not. 

Nehemiah 9:30  However, You bore with them for many years, And admonished them by Your 
Spirit through Your prophets, Yet they would not give ear. Therefore You gave them into the 
hand of the peoples of the lands. 

Psalm 78:38 - But He, being compassionate, forgave their iniquity and did not destroy them; And 
often He restrained His anger And did not arouse all His wrath. 

Isaiah 42:14 - I have kept silent for a long time, I have kept still and restrained Myself. Now like 
a woman in labor I will groan, I will both gasp and pant. 

Nehemiah 9:30-31 - However, You bore with them for many years, And admonished them by 
Your Spirit through Your prophets, Yet they would not give ear. Therefore You gave them into 
the hand of the peoples of the lands. "Nevertheless, in Your great compassion You did not make 
an end of them or forsake them, For You are a gracious and compassionate God. 

Isaiah 48:9 - For the sake of My name I delay My wrath, And for My praise I restrain it for you, 
In order not to cut you off. 
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Habakkuk 2:3 - For the vision is yet for the appointed time; It hastens toward the goal and it will 
not fail Though it tarries, wait for it; For it will certainly come, it will not delay. 

Malachi 2:17 - You have wearied the LORD with your words Yet you say, "How have we wearied 
Him?" In that you say, "Everyone who does evil is good in the sight of the LORD, and He delights 
in them," or, "Where is the God of justice?" 

Genesis 18:16-33 - Then the men rose up from there, and looked down toward Sodom; and 
Abraham was walking with them to send them off. The LORD said, "Shall I hide from Abraham 
what I am about to do, since Abraham will surely become a great and mighty nation, and in him 
all the nations of the earth will be blessed? read more. 

Numbers 14:27 - How long shall I bear with this evil congregation who are grumbling against 
Me? I have heard the complaints of the sons of Israel, which they are making against Me. 

Psalm 78:41 - Again and again they tempted God, And pained the Holy One of Israel. 

Isaiah 1:14 - I hate your new moon festivals and your appointed feasts, They have become a 
burden to Me; I am weary of bearing them. 

Isaiah 7:13 - Then he said, "Listen now, O house of David! Is it too slight a thing for you to try 
the patience of men, that you will try the patience of my God as well? 

Isaiah 43:24 - You have bought Me not sweet cane with money, Nor have you filled Me with the 
fat of your sacrifices; Rather you have burdened Me with your sins, You have wearied Me with 
your iniquities. 

Genesis 8:22 - While the earth remains, Seedtime and harvest, And cold and heat, And summer 
and winter, And day and night Shall not cease." 

Genesis 18:32 - Then he said, "Oh may the Lord not be angry, and I shall speak only this once; 
suppose ten are found there?" And He said, "I will not destroy it on account of the ten." 

1 Samuel 3:10 - Then the LORD came and stood and called as at other times, "Samuel! Samuel!" 
And Samuel said, "Speak, for Your servant is listening." 

Ezekiel 20:17 - Yet My eye spared them rather than destroying them, and I did not cause their 
annihilation in the wilderness. 

Micah 7:19 - He will again have compassion on us; He will tread our iniquities under foot Yes, 
You will cast all their sins Into the depths of the sea. 

Jonah 3:1 - Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time, saying, 

Romans 2:4 - Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and tolerance and patience, 
not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to repentance? 

2 Peter 3:9 - The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient 
toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance. 

2 Peter 3:15 - and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation; just as also our beloved brother 
Paul, according to the wisdom given him, wrote to you, 

Romans 9:22-24 - What if God, although willing to demonstrate His wrath and to make His power 
known, endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction? And He did so to 
make known the riches of His glory upon vessels of mercy, which He prepared beforehand for 
glory, even us, whom He also called, not from among Jews only, but also from among Gentiles. 
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GOD’S TIME OR MAN’S TIME? (John 7:1-13) 

A young man came to W. E. Gladstone when he was Prime Minister of England and said, “Mr. 
Gladstone, I would appreciate your giving me a few minutes in which I might lay before you my 
plans for the future. I would like to study law.” “Yes,” said the great statesman, “and what then?” 

“Then, sir, I would like to gain entrance to the Bar of England.” “Yes, young man, and what then?” 

“Then, sir, I hope to have a place in Parliament, in the House of Lords.” “Yes, young man, what 
then?” pressed Gladstone. 

“Then I hope to do great things for Britain.” “Yes, young man, and what then?” 

“Then, sir, I hope to retire and take life easy.” “Yes, young man, and what then?” he tenaciously 
asked. 

“Well, then, Mr. Gladstone, I suppose I will die.” “Yes, young man, and what then?” The young 
man hesitated and then said, “I never thought any further than that, sir.” 

Looking at the young man sternly and steadily, Gladstone said, “Young man, you are a fool. Go 
home and think life through!” (Told by Leonard Griffith, This is Living [Abingdon Press], pp. 48, 49.) 

Since the old year is almost gone and the New Year is upon us, I thought it may be profitable to 
revisit the same text that we studied last time from a slightly different perspective, considering 
the topic of God’s time versus man’s time. In John 7:6, Jesus says to his half-brothers who 
advised Him to go up to the Feast of Booths and do some miracles to make Himself known, “My 
time is not yet here, but your time is always opportune.” Jesus was drawing a contrast between 
how He lived in view of God’s time versus how His brothers lived their lives. I want to develop 
the thought: 

Since life is short and eternity is forever, live by God’s time, not by man’s time. 

The first point is obvious, and yet worth thinking about often: 

1. Life is short and eternity is forever. 

Billy Graham was once asked what he was most surprised by in life. He answered, “Its brevity.” 
(Christianity Today, 10/06, p. 90) An older man gave this perspective on how he viewed time 
differently as he aged (Dewey Gill, Reader’s Digest [5/83]): 

Days were plentiful and cheap when I was young. Like penny candy. I always had a pocketful—
and spent them casually. Now my supply is diminished, and their value has soared. Each one 
becomes worth its weight in the gold of dawn. Suddenly I live in unaccustomed thrift, cherishing 
hours the way lovers prize moments. Even at that, when the week is ended, it seems I’ve gone 
through another fortune. A day doesn’t go as far as it used to. 

I can relate to those thoughts! We just came from being with my Dad on his 90th birthday. It was 
sad to see his declining physical and mental condition. But it was also sobering to think that in 
just over 23 years, if I’m still alive, I will be that old! Life is short and then eternity is forever! 

If Jesus had been born in our times, His parents would have recognized that He was an 
unusually gifted child. They would have begun His education early, put Him on the gifted child 
track, and had Him preaching by age 12 when He made an impression on the scholars in the 
temple. By the time He was 20, He would have a huge international following. With a good public 
relations man, He could have learned to tone down some of His more offensive comments so 
that the religious leaders would not have plotted to kill Him. Think how much more He could 
have accomplished if He had lived to 70 or 80! 
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But Jesus, living by God’s time, didn’t begin His ministry until He was about 30 and after three 
short years He could pray (John 17:4), “I glorified You on the earth, having accomplished the 
work which You have given me to do.” Amazing! 

If we want to think like Jesus, we need to live with the awareness of how short life is and that 
one day we will give an account to God for how we spent our lives. In Psalm 90, as Moses 
thought on these things, he concluded with the prayer (90:17), “Let the favor of the Lord our God 
be upon us; and confirm for us the work of our hands; yes, confirm the work of our hands.” If 
none other than Moses had to ask God to confirm the work of his hands, how much more do we 
need to pray that prayer repeatedly! 

2. Jesus’ brothers were living by man’s time: Their time was always opportune. 

Jesus told His brothers that they could go up to the feast whenever they wanted to go, because 
their time was “always opportune” (7:6). The implication is that they were not living under God’s 
time, as Jesus was. D. A. Carson (The Gospel According to John [Eerdmans/Apollos], p. 308) 
says that Jesus meant “that what they did was utterly without significance as far as God was 
concerned.” We can draw three implications about what it means to live by man’s time: 

A. Those living by man’s time are not living under the lordship of Christ. 

As John 7:5 adds, “For not even His brothers were believing in Him.” As we saw in our last study, 
Jesus’ brothers had grown up with Him, so they knew Him better than most people would have. 
They had heard His teaching and seen some of His miracles. They were good, religious Jews, 
who observed the various feasts in Israel, such as this Feast of Booths. But they didn’t believe 
in Jesus as Savior and Lord. They probably did not see their need for a Savior from sin, because 
they thought of themselves as good, religious Jews in comparison with the pagan Gentiles. 

So if you want to live by God’s time and not waste your life living by man’s time, the first order 
of business is to trust in Christ as Savior and Lord. When you are born again, you repent of the 
sin of living for yourself and you begin to live for the glory of your wonderful Savior and Lord. 
You realize that if He is Lord of all, then He is Lord of your time. So you begin to seek Him 
earnestly to figure out how He wants you to spend your life. If you determine your goals and 
priorities apart from submission to God and His Word, then you’re living by man’s time, not by 
God’s time. Such living is ultimately futile. 

B. Those living by man’s time go along with their culture apart from Christ. 

Jesus draws a sharp contrast here between His brothers’ time and His time. If you’re using your 
time as our culture does, you aren’t living by God’s time. The brothers went up to this religious 
feast but they went without Jesus. They went because it was the thing that all Jewish men did 
at that time of the year. It was a God-ordained ritual, but they did it without reality because they 
did it without Jesus and without faith in Him. They were living by man’s time, not by God’s time. 

We, of course, live in a godless, corrupt culture that exalts selfish pleasure and materialism as 
the ultimate aims in life. To go along with our culture and live for those fleeting pleasures is 
obviously to waste your life. But it’s possible to be a part of the Christian wing of our culture, to 
go to church and go through Christian rituals (such as communion) and yet leave Jesus out. 
You’re just doing it because it’s the thing that other Christians do. But that is to live by man’s 
time, not by God’s time. 

C. Those living by man’s time operate by worldly wisdom, not by God’s wisdom. 

As we saw last time, Jesus’ brothers offered some worldly-wise advice on how He could advance 
His “career.” They may have meant well, but as I pointed out, their advice was in line with Satan’s 
temptation for Jesus to jump off the pinnacle of the temple, have the angels float Him gently to 
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the ground, and impress everyone with His miraculous powers. The brothers’ advice was, “For 
no one does anything in secret when he himself seeks to be known publicly. If You do these 
things, show Yourself to the world.” (7:4). 

As Carson points out (ibid., pp. 306-307), by the world, Jesus’ brothers meant, “to everyone,” 
but John no doubt saw irony in their comment. We already know that such a display of Jesus’ 
miraculous powers would have the multitude clamoring to make Him a political Messiah (6:14-
15), but it would not have resulted in genuine faith (2:23-25). In one sense Jesus had no intention 
of showing Himself to the world (14:22). And yet in another sense (Carson, p. 307), “it is in 
Jerusalem where Jesus reveals himself most dramatically—not in the spectacular miracles the 
brothers want but in the ignominy of the cross, the very cross by which Jesus draws all men to 
Himself (12:32) and becomes the Savior of the world (4:42).” The cross is foolishness to the 
wise of this world, but to us who are called, it is God’s power and wisdom (1 Cor. 1:23-24). 

One of the books that has most impacted my life is Shadow of the Almighty [Zondervan], by 
Elisabeth Elliot. It’s the story of her first husband, Jim Elliot, who was martyred at age 28 in 
Ecuador (along with four other young men) by the fierce Auca tribe that they were seeking to 
reach with the gospel. When he was a college student, Jim had written (p. 15), “He is no fool 
who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.” 

Recently the news featured the story of chemistry teacher Ronnie Smith, a young husband and 
father who was shot to death by Muslim radicals while he jogged in Benghazi, Libya. He was 
there to show Christ’s love to those lost and hopeless people. I saw an interview with his wife, 
who said that she loves and forgives those who murdered her husband. The world would say 
that to go to a fierce, primitive tribe or to a dangerous place like Benghazi to share the gospel, 
is not wise. But God’s ways are not our ways and His thoughts are not our thoughts. In the 
epilogue to Shadow of the Almighty (p. 246), Elisabeth Elliot wrote, 

W. Somerset Maugham, in Of Human Bondage, wrote, “These old folk had done nothing, and when 
they died it would be just as if they had never been.” Jim’s comment on this was, “God deliver me!” 

May He deliver us all from living by man’s time, in worldly wisdom, rather than by God’s time, in 
His wisdom. To understand how to live by God’s time, we must look at how Jesus lived: 

3. Jesus lived by God’s time: He submitted fully to God’s plan for His life. 

Throughout John’s Gospel, there is the repeated theme of Jesus’ “hour,” which refers to the 
cross (2:4; 7:30; 8:20; 12:23, 27; 13:1; 16:32; 17:1; see Luke 22:53). But here (7:6, 8) John uses 
the Greek word that refers to an opportune time. Jesus means that the God-appointed time for 
Him to go up to Jerusalem and reveal Himself was not yet at hand. In other words, in contrast to His 
brothers, who lived by the world’s agenda, Jesus lived by God’s agenda. This meant five things: 

A. To live by God’s time, be directly accountable to Him for how you spend your time. 

Jesus always had a sense of obeying the Father with regard to His use of time. He did not allow 
His own mother to determine when He should turn the water into wine, but He did it as the Father 
directed Him (2:4). Here, He does not allow His brothers’ advice to govern when He went up to 
the feast, but went in response to the Father’s timetable. He was accountable to the Father to 
do everything in His life and ministry as the Father directed. 

I’ll grant that it’s not easy to determine God’s will for the specifics of our schedules, whether it 
concerns the major decisions in life or the daily and weekly schedules that we all must make. 
But we can determine our overall priorities and goals from the wisdom of God’s Word and 
prayerfully seek to use our time with the awareness that we will give an account to God for how 
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we spent the time that He gave us. If I may be gently blunt, to spend countless hours watching 
TV or playing computer games is not a godly way to spend your life. 

One New Year’s Day when I was in college, I spent the entire day watching all the college bowl games. 
By the end of the day, I felt rotten, as if I had stuffed myself on junk food all day. I realized that I 
had just wasted a precious day of my life. I swore off my TV addiction and have never gone back. 

B. To live by God’s time, live with the purpose of glorifying God and accomplishing what 
He has given you to do. 

Jesus came to do the Father’s will and to accomplish the Father’s work (4:34). He finished it in 
three years, as we have seen (17:4). Jesus’ purpose should be our purpose, namely, to glorify 
God on this earth and to accomplish whatever it is that He has given each of us to do. 

Obviously, God does not call everyone to be a foreign missionary or to serve full time in ministry 
here at home. But He does call us all to live in such a way that we glorify Him in everything we 
do (1 Cor. 10:31). All behavior begins in our hearts or thoughts (Mark 7:21), so begin there, by 
ordering your thoughts in line with God’s Word (Phil. 4:8). All our behavior is to be governed by 
God’s love, which seeks the highest good for others (Rom. 12:9-10; 1 Cor. 13; 16:14). Also, God 
has uniquely gifted each one for service so that we might glorify Him (1 Cor. 12; 1 Pet. 4:10-11). 
So figure out what He has gifted you to do and structure your schedule so that you can do it. 

C. To live by God’s time, develop a harvest mindset that views every situation in light of eternity. 

As we saw in the story of Jesus with the woman at the well, the disciples had a temporal mindset. 
They were focused on getting Jesus to eat His lunch so that they could get on with their journey. 
But Jesus had a harvest mindset. He turned their focus toward what God was doing with His 
encounter with the woman and the Samaritans in that village (4:31-38). Jesus was aware of 
God’s perspective in every situation. He never acted out of selfish motives, but only for the 
purpose of furthering God’s kingdom. He told us that in contrast to seeking all the things that the 
world so eagerly seeks, (Matt. 6:33), “But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all 
these things will be added to you.” 

You’ve got to figure out how that verse applies to your sphere of influence. It may apply to rearing 
your children to know and follow Christ. It may apply to helping a family member, friend, co-
worker, or stranger whom you meet come to know the Savior or to grow in Him. Ask the Lord to 
give you a harvest mindset. 

D. To live by God’s time, use reasonable prudence, but do not put personal safety above 
doing the will of God. 

Jesus stayed in Galilee because the Jews were trying to kill Him (7:1), but when it was God’s 
will for Him to go to the feast, He went. We see the same thing in John 10:39-11:15: Jesus was 
ministering out of the reach of the Pharisees who were seeking to kill Him, but when it was God’s 
time, He went to Bethany, just outside of Jerusalem, to raise Lazarus from the dead. 

Jeremy Lundgren, our former youth pastor, is writing his master’s thesis on the theology of risk 
and safety: when is it right to protect yourself from possible harm versus expend yourself for the 
sake of the gospel? On some occasions, the apostle Paul escaped impending threats to his life 
(2 Cor. 11:32-33; Acts 17:10, 14; 22:18), but at other times, he was willing to walk into what 
almost certainly would result in either persecution or death (Acts 19:30-31; 21:11-13). I can’t give 
you a hard and fast rule for determining when to risk your life for the sake of the gospel and when 
to use caution and escape. But we all should have the mindset that our highest aim is to glorify 
God through the gospel. Sometimes that may entail exposing ourselves to substantial risks. 

E. To live by God’s time, be willing to confront our godless culture. 
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Here, Jesus confronted His brothers’ worldly perspective. He never backed away from 
confronting the worldly or godless views of those He came into contact with, even though it 
inevitably led to His death. When He went to have lunch with a Pharisee, Jesus deliberately did 
not follow their custom for ceremonial washing before the meal and then He laid into the Pharisee 
for his hypocrisy in cleaning the outside of the cup, while inside he was full of wickedness. When 
one of the lawyers present heard Jesus’ condemnation of the Pharisees, he said (Luke 11:45), 
“Teacher, when You say this, You insult us too.” Did Jesus reply, “I’m sorry, I didn’t mean any 
offense”? No, rather He said (11:46), “Woe to you lawyers as well!” And He proceeded to expose 
their many sins. Jesus always confronted the godlessness around Him. 

This doesn’t mean that we should be rude or insensitive. Paul tells us that our speech should be 
both gracious and seasoned with salt (Col. 4:6). He tells us not to be quarrelsome, but to be kind 
to all and to correct with gentleness (2 Tim. 2:24-25). But probably most of us need to be a bit 
bolder than we are to speak out against godlessness when we encounter it. I appreciated reading 
that Rick Warren recently told Piers Morgan on CNN with regard to Warren’s opposition to 
homosexual marriage, “I fear the disapproval of God more than I fear your disapproval or the 
disapproval of society.” (http://piersmorgan.blogs.cnn.com/2013/12/06) 

Conclusion 

To review and offer some specific action points, here are some steps to help you live by God’s 
time so that your life counts for eternity and isn’t wasted because you lived for man’s time: 

(1) Make sure that you have trusted in Jesus Christ as Savior and that you are fully submitted to 
His lordship. Apart from that, anything that you do will be empty and vain at the judgment. 

(2) Write out a one-sentence purpose statement for your life and two or three short-term goals 
that will help move you in that direction in the coming year. Granted, Jesus probably didn’t write 
out His life purpose in a single sentence, but He was clear enough about it that He knew when 
He had accomplished the Father’s work (John 17:4). The same could be said of the apostle 
Paul. He said (1 Cor. 9:23), “I do all things for the sake of the gospel.” He said that his aim was 
(Phil. 3:10), “That I may know Him.” He told Timothy (1 Tim. 4:7), “Discipline yourself for the 
purpose of godliness.” Those aims are all in line and show that Paul lived with God’s purpose in 
mind. 

(3) Clear your life of clutter and busyness that do not relate to your overall purpose. Kevin 
DeYoung’s recent short book, Crazy Busy [Crossway] is helpful in this regard. 

(4) Figure out what God has gifted you to do and begin serving Him now. Don’t wait until some 
“better time” in the future. You may never get to such a time. Start now. What is your “mission 
field”? Who are the 8-15 people with whom you have regular contact that you can influence for 
Christ? God wants all disciples of Jesus to help make disciples who make disciples. 

(5) Don’t despise the mundane as the place where God wants you to serve. You don’t have to 
go to the mission field or go into full time ministry to serve the Lord. You can serve and glorify 
God daily in your present circumstances. As Peter puts it (1 Pet. 4:11), “Whoever speaks, is to 
do so as one who is speaking the utterances of God; whoever serves is to do so as one who is 
serving by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through 
Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.” 

Application Questions 

1. When we live under God’s time, how do we determine how much time to spend in leisure or 
recreation? 

2. How can a Christian discover his/her spiritual gifts? (See my message on Romans 12:4-6.) 
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3. How does Matthew 6:33 apply to a believer who works in a “secular” job? How can he 
“seek first God’s kingdom”? 

4. Prayerfully write a brief life purpose statement and 2-3 goals for the New Year. 

Copyright, Steven J. Cole, 2013, All Rights Reserved. 

 

Question: "What is God's relationship to time?" 

Answer: We live in a physical world with its four known space-time dimensions of length, width, 
height (or depth) and time. However, God dwells in a different dimension—the spirit realm—
beyond the perception of our physical senses. It’s not that God isn’t real; it’s a matter of His not 
being limited by the physical laws and dimensions that govern our world (Isaiah 57:15). Knowing 
that “God is spirit” (John 4:24), what is His relationship to time? 

In Psalm 90:4, Moses used a simple yet profound analogy in describing the timelessness of 
God: “For a thousand years in Your sight are like a day that has just gone by, or like a watch in 
the night.” The eternity of God is contrasted with the temporality of man. Our lives are but short 
and frail, but God does not weaken or fail with the passage of time.  

In a sense, the marking of time is irrelevant to God because He transcends it. Peter, in 2 Peter 
3:8, cautioned his readers not to let this one critical fact escape their notice—that God’s 
perspective on time is far different from mankind’s (Psalm 102:12, 24-27). The Lord does not 
count time as we do. He is above and outside of the sphere of time. God sees all of eternity’s 
past and eternity’s future. The time that passes on earth is of no consequence from God’s 
timeless perspective. A second is no different from an eon; a billion years pass like seconds to 
the eternal God.  

Though we cannot possibly comprehend this idea of eternity or the timelessness of God, we in 
our finite minds try to confine an infinite God to our time schedule. Those who foolishly demand 
that God operate according to their time frame ignore the fact that He is the “High and Lofty One 
. . . who lives forever” (Isaiah 57:15). This description of God is far removed from man’s condition: 
“The length of our days is seventy years—or eighty, if we have the strength; yet their span is but 
trouble and sorrow, for they quickly pass, and we fly away” (Psalm 90:10). 

Again, because of our finite minds, we can only grasp the concept of God’s timeless existence 
in part. And in so doing, we describe Him as a God without a beginning or end, eternal, infinite, 
everlasting, etc. Psalm 90:2 declares, “From everlasting to everlasting You are God” (see also 
Psalm 93:2). He always was and always will be.  

So, what is time? To put it simply, time is duration. Our clocks mark change or, more precisely, 
our timepieces are benchmarks of change that indicate the passage of time. We could say, then, 
that time is a necessary precondition for change and change is a sufficient condition to establish 
the passage of time. In other words, whenever there’s change of any kind we know that time has 
passed. We see this as we go through life, as we age. And we cannot recover the minutes that 
have passed by. 

Additionally, the science of physics tells us that time is a property resulting from the existence of 
matter. As such, time exists when matter exists. But God is not matter; God, in fact, created 
matter. The bottom line is this: time began when God created the universe. Before that, God 
was simply existing. Since there was no matter, and because God does not change, time had 
no existence and therefore no meaning, no relation to Him.  
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And this brings us to the meaning of the word eternity. Eternity is a term used to express the 
concept of something that has no end and/or no beginning. God has no beginning or end. He is 
outside the realm of time. Eternity is not something that can be absolutely related to God. God 
is even beyond eternity. 

Scripture reveals that God lives outside the bounds of time as we know it. Our destiny was 
planned “before the beginning of time” (2 Timothy 1:9; Titus 1:2) and “before the creation of the 
world” (Ephesians 1:4; 1 Peter 1:20). “By faith we understand that the universe was formed at 
God’s command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible” (Hebrews 11:3). In 
other words, the physical universe we see, hear, feel and experience was created not from 
existing matter, but from a source independent of the physical dimensions we can perceive.  

“God is spirit” (John 4:24), and, correspondingly, God is timeless rather than being eternally in 
time or being beyond time. Time was simply created by God as a limited part of His creation for 
accommodating the workings of His purpose in His disposable universe (see 2 Peter 3:10-12). 

Upon the completion of His creation activity, including the creation of time, what did God 
conclude? “God saw all that he had made, and it was very good” (Gen 1:31). Indeed, God is 
spirit in the realm of timelessness, rather than flesh in the sphere of time. 

As believers, we have a deep sense of comfort knowing that God, though timeless and eternal, 
is in time with us right now; He is not unreachably transcendent, but right here in this moment 
with us. And because He’s in this moment, He can respond to our needs and prayers. 
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