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HOW TO LISTEN TO GOD 
You can discover for yourself the most important and practical thing any human being can ever 
learn about how to be in touch with God. All that is needed is a willingness to honestly try. 

Every person who has done this sincerely has found that it really works. Before you begin, read 
the remainder of this document. You can discover as have many thousands of others: 

1. God is alive. He always has been and He always will be. 
2. God knows everything.  
3. God can do anything. 
4. God can be everywhere–all at the same time. 

(These are the important differences between God and us human beings). 

5. God is invisible–we can't see Him or touch Him–but, God is here. He is with you now. He 
is beside you. He surrounds you. He fills the room or the whole place where you are right 
now. He is in you now. He is in your heart. 

6. God cares very much for you. He is interested in you. He has a plan for your life. He has 
an answer for every need and problem you face. 

7. God will tell you all you need to know. He will not always tell you all that you want to know. 

8. God will help you do anything that He asks you to do. 

9. Anyone can be in touch with God, anywhere and at any time, if the conditions are obeyed. 
These are the conditions: 

-To be quiet and still 
-To listen 
-To be honest about every thought that comes 
-To test the thoughts to be sure that they come from God 
-To obey 

With these basic elements as basics here are specific suggestions on How to Listen to God: 

1. Take Time - Find some place and time where you can be alone quiet and undisturbed. 
Most people have found that the early morning is the best time. Have with you some 
paper and pen or pencil. 
 

2. Relax - Sit in a comfortable position. Consciously relax all your muscles. Be loose. There 
is no hurry. There needs to be no strain during these minutes. God cannot get through to 
us if we are tense and anxious about later responsibilities. 
 

3. Tune In – Open your heart to God. Either silently or aloud, just say to God in a natural 
way that you would like to find His plan for your life–you want His answer to the problem 
or situation that you are facing just now. Be definite and specific in your request. 
 

4. Listen - Just be still, quiet, relaxed and open. Let your mind go "loose." Let God do the 
talking. Thoughts, ideas, and impressions will begin to come into your mind and heart. Be 
alert and aware and open to everyone. 
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5. Write! - Here is the important key to the whole process. Write down everything that comes 
into your mind. Everything. Writing is simply a means of recording so that you can 
remember later. Don’t sort out or edit your thoughts at this point. Don't say to yourself: 
This thought isn't important; This is just an ordinary thought; This can't be guidance; This 
isn't nice; This can't be from God; This is just me thinking..., etc. Write down everything 
that passes through your mind: Names of people; Things to do; Things to say; Things that 
are wrong and need to be made right. Write down everything: Good thoughts - bad 
thoughts; Comfortable thoughts -uncomfortable thoughts; "Holy" thoughts -"unholy" 
thoughts; Sensible thoughts -"crazy" thoughts. Be honest! Write down everything! A thought 
comes quickly, and it escapes even more quickly unless it is captured and put down. 
 

6. Test - When the flow of thoughts slows down, stop. Take a good look at what you have 
written. Not every thought we have comes from God. So we need to test our thoughts. 
Here is where the written record helps us to be able to look at them. 

a. Are these thoughts completely honest, pure, unselfish and loving? 
b. Are these thoughts in line with our duties to our family–to our community? 
c. Are these thoughts in line with our understanding of the teachings found in our 

spiritual literature? 
 

7.  Check - When in doubt and when it is important, what does another person who is living 
two-way prayer think about this thought or action? More light comes in through two 
windows than one. Someone else who also wants God's plan for our lives may help us to 
see more clearly. Talk over together what you have written. Many people do this. They 
tell each other what guidance has come. This is the secret of unity. There are always 
three sides to every question – your side, my side, and the right side. Guidance shows 
us which is the right side – not who is right, but what is right. 

   
8. Obey - Carry out the thoughts that have come. You will only be sure of guidance as you 

go through with it. A rudder will not guide a boat until the boat is moving. As you obey, 
very often the results will convince you that you are on the right track. 

  
9. Blocks - What if I don't seem to get any definite thoughts? God's guidance is as freely 

available as the air we breathe. If I a m not receiving thoughts when I listen, the fault is 
not God's. Usually it is because there is something I will not do: 

- something wrong in my life that I will not face and make right; 
- a habit or indulgence I will not give up; 
- a person I will not forgive; 
- a wrong relationship in my life I will not give up; 
- a restitution I will not make; 
- something God has already told me to do that I will not obey. 

Check these points and be honest. Then try listening again. 
   
10. Mistakes - Suppose I make a mistake and do something in the name of God that isn't 

right? Of course we make mistakes. We are humans with many faults. However, God will 
always honor our sincerity. He will work around and through every honest mistake we 
make. He will help us make it right. But remember this! Sometimes when we do obey 
God, someone else may not like it or agree with it. So when there is opposition, it doesn't 
always mean you have made a mistake. It can mean that the other person doesn't want 
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to know or to do what is right. Suppose I fail to do something that I have been told and 
the opportunity to do it passes? There is only one thing to do. Put it right with God. Tell Him 
you're sorry. Ask Him to forgive you, then accept His forgiveness and begin again. God is 
our Father–He is not an impersonal calculator. He understands us far better than we do. 

 
11. Results - We never know what swimming is like until we get down into the water and try. 

We will never know what this is like until we sincerely try it. Every person who has tried 
this honestly finds that a wisdom, not their own, comes into their minds and that a Power 
greater than human power begins to operate in their lives. It is an endless adventure. 
Here is a way of life, for everyone, everywhere. Anyone can be in touch with the living 
God, anywhere, anytime, if we fulfill His conditions: When man listens, God speaks. When 
man obeys, God acts. This is the law of prayer. God's plan for this world goes forward 
through the lives of ordinary people who are willing to be governed by Him. 

 

Listening to God - Preparing Your Heart to Hear Him. Listening to God is like listening to anyone-
before you can hear Him, you must be ready to listen. Just as in a conversation, you cannot hear 
the other person if you are talking or if your mind is distracted. So it is with God. If you want to 
hear Him speak, you must be quiet and you must be focused on what He is saying. Regular 
conversation with God can transform your life! Consider identifying a place and time to meet with 
God every day.  

Prayer is how you begin a conversation with God. Think of it as saying "hello."  

Listening to God - How Can I Hear Him? 

Listening to God requires a deliberate choice to shut out the chaos around you and focus your 
thoughts. Is God someone you can hear? The Bible says He is, and the Bible is one of the main 
tools through which He speaks.  

We live in a world of noise. Almost everywhere we go, we find sounds competing with our minds, 
keeping us from letting our thoughts get below the surface level. Hearing God's voice means not 
listening to the noise of the world around us. It's not easy, but it can be done.  

King David, author of most of the book of Psalms, gave us a model for meeting with God, "Let 
the morning bring me word of your unfailing love, for I have put my trust in you. Show me the 
way I should go, for to you I lift up my soul" (Psalm 143:8).  

He sought God's direction in the morning, at the beginning of the day. Like a general in God's 
army, he wanted to hear from his Commanding Officer before he entered into battle. Beginning 
each day fresh with God is a great reminder that, as the Scripture says, His mercies are new 
every morning: “22 Because of the LORD’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions 
never fail. 23 They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.” (Lamentations 3:22-23). You 
must find the time of day that works for you, but morning is the best time if that is possible.  

Do you want to hear God speak to you? Listening to God requires regular Bible reading, since 
the Bible is the Word of God. 

Listening to God - Get the Picture 

Listening to God requires a heart committed to understand His message. God often speaks to 
us in visual images. Consider the example of the prophet Habakkuk, in Habakkuk chapter 2. The 
prophet longed to hear from God! He was so determined that he was willing to stand and wait 

http://ebible.com/query?utf=8%E2%9C%93&query=Psalm%20143%3A8&translation=ESV&redirect_iframe=http://www.AllAboutGOD.com/bible.htm
http://ebible.com/query?utf=8%E2%9C%93&query=Lamentations%203%3A22&translation=ESV&redirect_iframe=http://www.AllAboutGOD.com/bible.htm
http://ebible.com/query?utf=8%E2%9C%93&query=Lamentations%203%3A23&translation=ESV&redirect_iframe=http://www.AllAboutGOD.com/bible.htm
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as long as it took. "I will stand at my watch and station myself on the ramparts; I will look to see 
what he will say to me…" (Habakkuk 2:1).  

Habakkuk found that God was faithful. "Then the LORD replied, 'Write down the revelation and 
make it plain on tablets so that a herald may run with it. For the revelation awaits an appointed 
time; it speaks of the end and will not prove false. Though it linger, wait for it; it will certainly 
come and will not delay" (Habakkuk 2:2-3).  

Listening to God - What Now? 

Listening to God requires a right attitude in our hearts. In order to listen to God and receive His 
instruction, we must want to do His will, much as Habakkuk did. God honors the heart that is 
fully surrendered to Him. If we are stubbornly clinging to our own desires, we are likely to get a 
garbled message that will not be God's voice at all. As a result, we are likely to continue pursuing 
a path that is contrary to the one God has designed for our lives.  

Psalm 40:8 says, "I desire to do your will, O my God; your law is within my heart."  

Do you desire God's will for your life above every other desire? If you do, you can trust that He 
will direct your path. Listen to His message, and be quick to obey. Write down what He tells you 
and be ready to share it so that others may understand.  

When you listen to God and obey Him, you will discover a life that is full and rich with purpose, 
confident you are following the Master's plan.  

Grow More Now! 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? - We have all sinned and deserve God's judgment. God, the Father, 
sent His only Son to satisfy that judgment for those who believe in Him. Jesus, the creator and 
eternal Son of God, who lived a sinless life, loves us so much that He died for our sins, taking 
the punishment that we deserve, was buried, and rose from the dead according to the Bible. If 
you truly believe and trust this in your heart, receiving Jesus alone as your Savior, declaring, 
"Jesus is Lord," you will be saved from judgment and spend eternity with God in heaven. 
 
What is your response? 

Yes, today I am deciding to follow Jesus 

Yes, I am already a follower of Jesus 

I still have questions  

Does God really talk to us? Can we really hear the voice of God? We often doubt if we are 
hearing from God until we learn to recognize the ways God speaks to us. 

Wouldn't it be great if God decided to use billboards to talk to us? Just think, we could drive 
down the road and God would simply choose one of a zillion billboards to get our attention. There 
we'd be with a mapped out message straight from God. Pretty cool, huh? 

I've often thought that method would certainly work for me! On the other hand, he could use 
something more subtle. Like a gentle rap on the side of the head whenever we veer off the 
course. Yup, there's a thought. God smacking people whenever they don't listen. I'm afraid we'd 
all be walking around in a daze from all that rapping "activity." 

http://ebible.com/query?utf=8%E2%9C%93&query=Habakkuk%202%3A1&translation=ESV&redirect_iframe=http://www.AllAboutGOD.com/bible.htm
http://ebible.com/query?utf=8%E2%9C%93&query=Habakkuk%202%3A2&translation=ESV&redirect_iframe=http://www.AllAboutGOD.com/bible.htm
http://ebible.com/query?utf=8%E2%9C%93&query=Psalm%2040%3A8&translation=ESV&redirect_iframe=http://www.AllAboutGOD.com/bible.htm
http://www.allaboutprayer.org/hearing-gods-voice.htm
http://www.allaboutgod.com/what-is-sin.htm
http://www.allaboutgod.com/who-is-god-c.htm
http://www.allaboutjesuschrist.org/jesus-is-god.htm
http://www.allaboutjesuschrist.org/crucifixion.htm
http://www.allaboutjesuschrist.org/resurrection-of-christ.htm
http://www.allaboutjesuschrist.org/resurrection-of-jesus.htm
http://www.allabouttruth.org/is-the-bible-true-c.htm
http://www.allaboutfollowingjesus.org/savior-of-the-world-video.htm
http://www.allaboutjesuschrist.org/why-jesus-is-lord-faq.htm
http://www.allaboutworldview.org/does-hell-exist.htm
http://www.allaboutgod.com/survey/the-way/yes.php?reference=http://www.AllAboutGOD.com/listening-to-god.htm
http://www.allaboutgod.com/survey/the-way/yes-i-am-already-a-follower-of-jesus.php?reference=http://www.AllAboutGOD.com/listening-to-god.htm
http://www.allaboutgod.com/survey/the-way/no.php?reference=http://www.AllAboutGOD.com/listening-to-god.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/verseoftheday/qt/verseday131.htm
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Hearing the Voice of God Is a Learned Skill 

Of course, you could be one of the lucky ones like Moses, who was walking up the mountain, 
minding his own business, when he stumbled upon the burning bush. 

Most of us don't have those kinds of encounters so we find ourselves looking for skills to help us 
hear from God. 

So, How Can I Tell if God Is Talking to Me? 

Here are 5 common ways God talks to us: 

• His Word - In order to actually "hear" from God, we have to know some things about 
God's character. We have to develop an understanding of who God is, and the way he 
does things. Fortunately for us, all that information is available in the Bible. The Book 
goes into a lot of detail about how you can expect God to react, what kinds of expectations 
he has for us, and most specifically, how he expects us to treat other people. It's actually 
a pretty good book, given its age. 

• Other People - Many times God will use other people to try to get through to us. It's 
possible for God to use anyone at any time, but I find more messages coming from people 
who are practicing Christians than non-practicing ones. 

• Our Circumstances - Sometimes the only way God can teach us something is to allow 
circumstances in our lives to lead us to and through the very thing we need to discover. 
One of my favorite authors, Joyce Meyer, says, "There's no such thing as a drive-through 
break-through." 

• The Still Small Voice - Most of the time God uses a tiny voice inside us to let us know 
when we're not on the right path. Some people call it "the voice of peace." Whenever 
we're contemplating something and we don't have peace about it, it's a very good idea to 
stop and carefully look at the options. There's a reason you don't feel peace about it. 

• The Actual Voice - Sometimes we're able to "hear" something in our spirit that sounds 
to us like an actual audible voice. Or all of a sudden, you just know you heard something. 
Pay attention to those occasions because it is very likely God trying to tell you something. 

When God Talks, Shut Up and Listen. Here is an example: 

You sign up to become a hospital visitor for your church. When you first see the notice in your 
church bulletin, you immediately feel that you should respond. But, you let it pass. Over the next 
couple of weeks, the thought occurred to you off and on so you said to yourself, "If I see the 
notice in the bulletin this coming Sunday, I'll sign up." 

Of course, it was in there. But this time when you saw it, there was no getting away from it. You 
finally had to say, "Okay, okay God, I'm going!" 

So there you were doing hospital visits for the first time. You were nervous, but you prayed a lot 
before you went, and you were doing okay. But on my way to the second hospital, you prayed 
again that God would use you to represent Him to all the sick people, giving comfort, etc. 

Right in front of the hospital was a crosswalk with a traffic light. As you stood at the corner you 
kept praying, starting to cross, even though the light was red. You were in a hurry trying to get 
to all those sick people! 

http://christianity.about.com/od/oldtestamentpeople/a/Moses-Giver-Of-The-Law.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/biblestorysummaries/a/Burning-Bush.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/biblestudyresources/qt/namesofgodjesus.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/glossary/qt/Bible-Definition.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/biblefactsandlists/a/History-Of-The-Bible.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/christiancelebrities/a/Joyce-Meyer.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/prayersverses/a/Comforting-Bible-Verses.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/prayersverses/a/basicstoprayer.htm
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Right in the middle of the street you heard, "So you want to represent Me, and you can't even 
make it across the street without breaking the law?" You were so shocked by this, you said the 
most spiritual thing you could think of: "Oops!" 

God uses lots of ways to talk to us. But actually hearing from God isn't so much a matter of if 
he's talking, but rather, whether we're listening. 

Listening to and Hearing God's Voice 

Is it possible to hear God's voice? Since God is a person, who desires intimacy with those who 
he calls his friends, then of course it is possible. God wants us to listen to his voice - he created 
us for that very purpose. In fact, I believe everybody hears God speaking.The real question is - 
is it possible to learn to reliably recognise God's voice when we are listening for it? 

The answer is most definitely YES! 

God is not human - God is Spirit. So we would expect that listening to God might be a bit different 
from listening to another person. But it is not that much different, because humans also are 
spiritual beings, made in the image of God, and created for communion, and therefore 
communication, with him. God has built numerous ways into the creation by which we hear him speak. 

Some of these are: 

• Human conscience  
• Awe of his created world  
• Our spirit can respond to his Spirit  
• He can 'speak' thoughts into our mind  
• The witness of the Holy Spirit - e.g. inner peace  
• He speaks through other people  
• Spiritual gifts, such as prophecy, tongues, interpretation of tongues, wisdom, knowledge, 

discernment of spirits  
• Dreams and visions  
• His written word, the Bible  
• And the primary revelation of God - his Son Jesus Christ  

In addition, God has provided ways for us to test and confirm whether what we are hearing is 
accurate and if we are really listening to God. This is because His is not the only voice we might 
hear. We can, of course, listen to our own thoughts, but it is also possible to hear the thoughts 
of others and of angels and evil spirits. 

We have learned a number of effective ways for people to sharpen their spiritual hearing and 
discernment, For example, did you know that the human imagination is not only intended for us 
to make things up? Or, did you know that human memory not only recalls information from our 
past, but it is crucial to our ability to imagine the future? 

They “19 …said to Moses, “Speak to us yourself and we will listen. But do not have God speak 
to us or we will die.”" (Exodus 20:19) 

We don’t consciously and deliberately disobey God— we simply don’t listen to Him. God has 
given His commands to us, but we pay no attention to them— not because of willful 
disobedience, but because we do not truly love and respect Him. “If you love Me, keep My 
commandments” (John 14:15). Once we realize we have constantly been showing disrespect to 
God, we will be filled with shame and humiliation for ignoring Him. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=31&search=Exodus+20%3A19
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14:15
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“You speak with us, but let not God speak with us.” We show how little love we have for God by 
preferring to listen to His servants rather than to Him. We like to listen to personal testimonies, 
but we don’t want God Himself to speak to us. 

Why are we so terrified for God to speak to us? It is because we know that when God speaks 
we must either do what He asks or tell Him we will not obey. But if it is simply one of God’s servants 
speaking to us, we feel obedience is optional, not imperative. We respond by saying, “Well, that’s 
only your own idea, even though I don’t deny that what you said is probably God’s truth.” 

Am I constantly humiliating God by ignoring Him, while He lovingly continues to treat me as His 
child? Once I finally do hear Him, the humiliation I have heaped on Him returns to me. My 
response then becomes, “Lord, why was I so insensitive and obstinate?” This is always the result 
once we hear God. But our real delight in finally hearing Him is tempered with the shame we feel 
for having taken so long to do so. 

We are apt to think that everything that happens to us is to be turned into useful teaching; it is 
to be turned into something better than teaching, rather into character. We shall find that the 
spheres God brings us into are not meant to teach us something but to make us something.  

"Are you listening?" a mother asks her child. She knows the child's hearing is fine, but is her 
child attending to what is being said. Is the child really listening? Appearances don't always tell 
the story; we learn at an early age to look attentive when our thoughts are actually far away. 

"Are you listening?" our Heavenly Father may ask. We know that we must try to listen for 
God's voice in our lives. We know that God is perfectly good and just, and so hearing God's will 
for our lives will be immeasurably beneficial. In order to hear from God, we must (1) make 
ourselves available to God with the proper attitude, and (2) learn discernment; that is, the ability 
to tell whether we have really heard from God or not. 

1) Availability and Attitude 

There are many things that can distract us from spending time with God. Even at times when we 
try to make ourselves available for God, our minds may wander to other subjects. Making quiet 
time, free from as many distractions as possible, is difficult but important. The proper attitude is 
also important. Attitudes such as humility and courage are important. We have to humbly recognize 
that we don't have all the right answers. We also need to prepare our hearts so we have courage to 
do what is right, no matter how our fears or selfish ambitions may try to persuade us otherwise. 

2) Discernment 

Someone who knows what God is like knows His voice. Therefore, we must make time to 
improve our knowledge and relationship with God, through study of scripture, quiet prayer, and 
learning from fellow Christians. Emotions are a part of discernment, but making a choice 
because you feel it is right is only one piece of the equation. We shouldn't entirely discount how 
we feel, but at the same time we must be careful to separate what is God's will for us and what 
are our own desires (which aren’t necessarily His). The first test is that God's voice will never 
contradict His word, the Bible. That is one reason why study of scripture is so important. Quiet, 
dedicated prayer time is also important in order to try to block out the distractions of everyday life. 

A Word of Caution 

Sometimes Christians will use phrases like "God told me…” or “God inspired me 
to…" haphazardly. Every second word out of their mouths seems to be personal, direct 
revelations of what God has supposedly told them. I don't doubt for a minute that God speaks to 
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us. But just be careful. Before you say "God told me..." you'd better be sure, because if you're 
claiming God said something when He didn't, you are speaking untruth about Him. This 
underscores the importance of thinking carefully about how to listen for and discern God's voice. 

 

 
Here is one study to learn more about listening to God:  

 Take Action! 

1. Do you think it is possible to actively listen for God's voice? Why or why not? 

2. We know that rarely, if ever, will we audibly hear God's voice. So what are the ways we 
are likely to hear God speaking to us? 

3. What is Jesus' reaction to Mary sitting and listening to Jesus? Luke 10:38-42 is the story. 

4. What distracts us from hearing God's voice? What works at removing these distractions? 

5. Why should we be careful about saying "God said to me..."? Have you had any award or bad 
experiences with people who were overly confident in their ability to hear God's voice? 

6. It doesn't happen without effort. How can we learn to recognize God's voice? 

7. Jesus says in John 10:27: "My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow 
me." What does this verse say to you about hearing God's voice? 

8. Do you have any further comments about this topic? Has something stuck out to you? 

LISTEN TO GOD, NOT YOUR DOUBTS 

7 By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his 
family. By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness that is in 
keeping with faith. (Hebrews 11:7) 

Doubts are DreamBusters in life. The moment you establish some goals for your finances, your 
family, your career, your spiritual growth -- the moment you set any kind of goal -- there are 
going to be people who say. 'Who do you think you are'? 'It can't be done, forget about it'?  

DreamBusters can be critics. They can be cynics. They can come from others around you. They 
can also be friends and family but the biggest DreamBuster can be you, the way you talk to yourself.   

The antidote to the voices of doubt is to instead listen to the voice of God - not the voices 
of doubt.  When start planning where you want to go you must listen to what God wants you to 
do, not what all of the doubters, skeptics, cynics and DreamBusters say to you. 

Just imagine all the DreamBusters that were in Noah's life. How would you like to be Noah's 
next-door-neighbor?  'That guy Noah, he thinks God speaks to him, but he's just messing up all 
of our property values by building that ark in his front yard.' And imagine the pressure Noah 
experienced from his own family. 'Why can't you just get a normal job'?   

But the most influential DreamBuster in your life is you.  The words you say in life are the 
words you say to yourself. You talk to yourself all the time and it's not always good.  If you talked 
to your friends the way you talk to yourself, you wouldn't have any friends because you tell 
yourself things like 'I should', 'I must', 'I have to', 'I've got to', 'why didn't I', 'I'm no good', 'I can't 
do it', 'I won't' and 'it will never happen'.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+10%3A38-42&version=NIV
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And you talk yourself out of God's vision, God's dream, God's destiny for your life time after time 
after time. The truth is you can't be trusted to tell yourself the truth. You can't trust what other 
people say either. The only voice you can trust all the time in any situation is the voice of God. 

The Bible tells us that Noah listened to God. And what did he hear?  He heard God's warning 
that the world was going to be destroyed.  He heard what he had not yet seen. That's what faith 
is, being certain of something we don't see. 

Now, the truth is, this is exactly the same situation in your life.  You can't see your future.  You 
don't know what's going to happen in the next ten years. You can only trust God with your future 
because you can't see it.  I cannot see what God's going to do in your life over the next ten years, 
but you can be certain he is at work. You can trust Him. Be hopeful and I have faith in God. 

To hear God today you can pray: 

"Jesus, I want to listen to you, not the voices of doubt. I know that in the days ahead 
there will be people who will try to discourage me, but I want to listen to what you say 
just like Noah did. I want to do exactly what you tell me to do and I want to refuse to give 
up just because I feel like giving up.  I want to hold onto the dream that you give me."  

Seven Keys to Hearing God's Voice 

What are you going to do with the rest of your life? Where should you go to school? Should you 
take this job, or is there something better on the horizon? Who should you marry? 

Life is a never-ending series of choices. Can we know whether we are making the right 
decisions? Should we consult our horoscope? Maybe we should call the psychic hot-line? Do 
we go with what the experts are saying or rely on our gut-feeling? Should we look to the stars -
- or should we seek the Maker of the stars? 

Many talk about doing what the Holy Spirit says, but they do not state how you 'know' it is the 
voice of GOD. It is easy to say The LORD told me to leave this or do that, and I was blessed 
down the road because of it. Can anyone present a way you can actually know that the voice 
they are hearing is from GOD, not man or Satan? 

Well here is good news for you -- God wants to speak to us, and yes, you can 'know' that you 
hear His voice. 

God wants to fellowship and communicate with you. That's two-way communication. Why? 
Because you can't really have a relationship unless there is true dialogue. How do you get to 
know a person? By communicating with them. By talking and listening. 

It's the same with our relationship with God. He talks, you listen. You talk, He listens. 

God loves you so much that He sent Jesus to take your place and to die for you. He did this so 
that you could once again have fellowship with Him. In the biblical book of Hebrews, you see 
that you can have access to God's very presence, "19 Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we 
have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way 
opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body.” (Hebrews 10:19-20) 

God also wants us to be fulfilled, blessed and successful in the plan that He has established for 
our lives -- so that we can be a reflection of His love and blessing in the Earth. In Jeremiah 29:11 
the Lord makes clear His intentions for you: "For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the 
LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future." 
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We see in Genesis 3:8: “…[they] heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the 
garden in the cool of the day..." This is how God wants to relate to you today as well. It is God's 
desire to walk with and to communicate with His children. God wants to talk to you. And He 
wants you to listen and talk to Him, too. 

There is more good news -- you can hear His voice. The Bible, God's love letter to humankind, 
makes it clear that we are created to have two-way communication with Him. Jesus tells us in 
John 10:27: "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me." 

If you are uncomfortable with the big steps you are taking, how do you know if you are making 
the right decisions in life? That's the question of the ages, isn't it? 

As a child of God you don't have to walk blind. You can have confidence that you will hear His 
voice. The Apostle Paul writes in Romans 8:14: "For those who are led by the Spirit of God are 
the children of God." Conversely, this scripture implies that if we are God's children, if you are 
born-again, you will be led by His Spirit. 

You have further assurance of this promise in Psalm 37:23-24, "23 The LORD makes firm the 
steps of the one who delights in him (righteous, born-again); 24 though he may stumble, he will not 
fall, for the LORD upholds him with his hand.” 

The most difficult part of hearing God is the fact that it takes time to learn to discern God's voice 
-- and it takes a humble heart. Jeremiah 29:12-13 says: "12 Then you will call on me and come 
and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 13 You will seek me and find me when you seek me with 
all your heart." 

We can't make demands on Almighty God. We can't shake our fist at the sky and say, 'all right 
God, let me hear you.' But we can ask, seek, and knock, and the Bible promises that God will 
open the door. God will reveal Himself to those who humbly seek Him. 

The writer of Proverbs describes the way that our thoughts and intentions line up with God's will 
when we submit ourselves fully to the Lord. "Commit to the LORD whatever you do, and he will 
establish your plans." (Proverbs 16:3) 

The Lord manifests Himself to you and through you as you humbly seek Him. This passage 
makes it very plain. "5Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; 
6 in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight." (Proverbs 3:5-6). 

There are three different voices that you can hear -- and that is absolutely correct. Now that you 
know you can hear God's voice, you need to be alerted to the fact that there are other voices 
whispering into your ears as well. In fact, there are three voices that you can hear -- the voice of 
God, the voice of your own fleshly desires, and the voice of the Devil. But Jesus tells us in John 
10:4-5: "4… his sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 But they will never follow a 
stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.”  

The writer of Hebrews tells you that you can train your ear to recognize the voice of God above 
all the noise. " 14But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves 
to distinguish good from evil." (Hebrews 5:14). It is by practicing, by reason of use, that you are 
able to discern whether what you hear is of God, our flesh, or the Devil. 

Isaiah 30:21 says, "21Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will hear a voice behind 
you, saying, “This is the way; walk in it.” “Whether you turn to the right or to the left.” 

So God will speak, and you can hear His voice, but you must be careful -- especially when you 
are a young Christian -- that you objectively confirm that you are following the Holy Spirit and not 
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another voice. Your own flesh can scream pretty loud (especially when you are under pressure, 
or you want something very badly). And the Devil is the father of lies -- he is the great deceiver. 

So how can you know whether you are hearing the voice of God? The Bible gives you seven 
basic keys or filters through which every possible leading should be judged. You are to carefully 
examine the thoughts and intentions of your heart -- and the words of godly people who may 
have influence on you by their words and actions -- through the use of these seven keys: 

• Scripture: " 6 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting 
and training in righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God[a] may be thoroughly equipped 
for every good work." (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 

• The Holy Spirit speaking to our heart: " 10 This is the covenant I will establish with the 
people of Israel after that time, declares the Lord. I will put my laws in their minds and 
write them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people.11 No longer will 
they teach their neighbor, or say to one another, ‘Know the Lord,’ because they will all 
know me, from the least of them to the greatest." (Hebrews 8:10-11) 

• The Prophetic (word of knowledge, word of wisdom, personal prophecy): " 19 Do not 
quench the Spirit. 20 Do not treat prophecies with contempt 21 but test them all; hold on to 
what is good," (I Thessalonians 5:19-21) 

• Godly counsel: "For lack of guidance a nation falls,but victory is won through many 
advisers." (Proverbs 11:14) 

• Confirmation: "By the mouth of two or three witnesses every fact may be confirmed" 
(Matthew 18:16). 

• The peace of God: "Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one 
body you were called to peace. And be thankful." (Colossians 3:15) 

• Circumstances/Timing: "18 After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2 There he 
met a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his 
wife Priscilla, because Claudius had ordered all Jews to leave Rome. Paul went to see 
them, 3 and because he was a tentmaker as they were, he stayed and worked with them." 
(Acts 18:1-3 ) This relationship between Paul, Aquila and Priscilla -- which happened as a 
result of circumstances -- is a most important strategic partnerships in the book of Acts. 

Many times the Lord will confirm His direction to you through three, four or more of these keys -
- especially when you are in the process of making an important, life-changing decision. 

The bottom line, as Pat Robertson has said for years, is that big decisions take big prayer. In other 
words, as we humble ourselves before the Lord, seek His guidance in our lives, the Good 
Shepherd will be faithful to lead us, "…in paths of righteousness for His name's sake" (Psalm 23:3). 

Hearing God 

“Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” (Revelation 3:22) 

Sandy Gregory's Story Of The Remote Employee 

Imagine you are hired to open up an office in Anchorage, Alaska. Your new boss gives you a 
high-tech looking two-way radio, a policy and procedure manual, and tells you that you will 
receive instructions once you arrive, and off you go. Upon arrival you hear your boss's voice 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=II+Timothy+3%3A16-17&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29871a
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over the radio, saying, "I will communicate to you through this radio unit. But take note: our 
competitors, our enemies, also have access to this channel. They will try to impersonate my 
voice with false messages to thwart our purposes." "Oh no!" you panic, "Then how will I know if 
it is you or the enemy giving me instructions?" 

Your boss's voice comes back over the radio: "Three ways. First, considering the situation, check 
every message supposedly from me against the policy and procedure manual. Since I wrote it, 
I'm not likely to ask you to violate it, right? Also, if I am not talking, don't focus in on the noise, 
pretending that I am. If I am not speaking, let the manual be your guide. Don't let any 
impersonating voice mislead you, or your own overactive imagination." 

"Second, since the Manual does not cover every situation, you will have to get to know my voice. 
I know, this will take time, and so I am not likely to ask you to do anything radical until we both 
have some low-risk successes under our belts. Remember, I understand the situation perfectly 
well, so I'll go slow at first. A time will come when I will be able to tell you to do the wildest things, 
and you will know it is me. In the short-term, you must be trained through low-risk experience." 

"Third, over time, my overall purpose for your work will begin to come into focus. You will begin 
to see the grand strategy in the policy and procedure manual, and the overall pattern of my true 
instructions. When this happens, you'll know instantly if what you hear through your unit is 'of 
me', just your imagination, or enemy misinformation. False instructions will begin to appear silly 
to you then. So take heart, and get to work." 

After reflecting on this a few moments, you hear your boss's voice again on the radio unit. "Take 
all of the money from petty cash and give it the next person that walks in, no questions asked." 
Hmmm... You look in the policy and procedure manual, and this is specifically forbidden. 
Besides, you know your boss wouldn't tell you to do something that risky right off. And also there 
was an certain "twang" to the voice, an appeal to something different within you, and a plan that 
was not in the long-term interests of the company. So, even though you are on a hostile channel, 
you are beginning to have hope that you can indeed do this job. 

Hearing Things... 

God speaks to us through our minds and hearts. God occasionally speaks audibly to His children 
when He has placed them in situations that require great faith. Thus, the miraculous aspect of a 
physical voice coming from nowhere allows us to believe in situations that are beyond us. 

In John 12:28-30 Jesus prayed: " 28 Father, glorify your name!” Then a voice came from heaven, 
“I have glorified it, and will glorify it again.” 29 The crowd that was there and heard it said it had 
thundered; others said an angel had spoken to him. 30 Jesus said, “This voice was for your 
benefit, not mine.” 

Why did Jesus go out of His way to point out that the voice was not for His benefit? Because He 
heard God all the time. He was in constant communion with the Father. But the disciples needed 
to hear it, so they could have faith to believe. Remember, Jesus was about to be rejected by the 
religious establishment, taunted and humiliated, and executed. So God spoke audibly. God 
knows when we need a sure word, and works around our lack of maturity in times of great need. 

In 2 Peter 1:16-19 you read: “16 For we did not follow cleverly devised stories when we told you 
about the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in power, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 
17 He received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the 
Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 18 We 
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ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with him on the sacred 
mountain. 19 We also have the prophetic message as something completely reliable, and you 
will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the 
morning star rises in your hearts.” 

God Will Do What He Says 

Romans 4:17 says: “As it is written: "I have made you a father of many nations." He is our father 
in the sight of God, in whom he believed--the God who gives life to the dead and calls things 
that are not as though they were.” 

Galatians 4:22-23, 29 says: “22 For it is written that Abraham had two sons [Ishmael first, and 
then Isaac], one by the slave woman [Hagar] and the other by the free woman [Sarah]. 23 His 
son by the slave woman was born in the ordinary way [the flesh]; but his son by the free woman 
was born as the result of a promise [the Spirit].  29 At that time the son born in the ordinary way 
persecuted the son born by the power of the Spirit. It is the same now.” 

You know the story. God promised Abraham a son in Genesis 15:4. The problem came when 
after receiving this promise, Sarah suggested an idea to move ahead in the flesh and "assist" 
God. The "Ishmael" mistake of Abraham, Sarah, and Hagar is not uncommon. We are often 
deceived into thinking that God needs our help. What is praiseworthy of Abraham and Sarah is 
that after this false start, they remembered God's promise and got back to simple faith and 
obedience, believing that God would help them... and not vice-versa. 

Numbers 23:19: God is not human, that he should lie, not a human being, that he should change 
his mind. Does he speak and then not act?  Does he promise and not fulfill? 

God calls Isaac "Abraham's only son" in Genesis 22:2,12,16. From God's point of view, "the 
flesh counts for nothing" (John 6:63). God did not remember Abraham's sin, only his faith, which 
was credited to him as full righteousness before God (Romans 4:3). His mistakes were forgotten 
(Micah 7:19). Like Abraham, we need to enter into God's rest, knowing that what God says He 
will do. For he who enters into rest has ceased from his own works (Hebrews 4:10). 

Isaiah 55:1-11: "1Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, 
come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost. 2 Why spend 
money on what is not bread, and your labor on what does not satisfy? Listen, listen to me, and 
eat what is good, and you will delight in the richest of fare. 3 Give ear and come to me; listen, 
that you may live. I will make an everlasting covenant with you, my faithful love promised to 
David. 4 See, I have made him a witness to the peoples, a ruler and commander of the peoples. 
5 Surely you will summon nations you know not, and nations you do not know will come running 
to you, because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has endowed you with 
splendor.” 6 Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on him while he is near. 7 Let the wicked 
forsake their ways and the unrighteous their thoughts. Let them turn to the LORD, and he will 
have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will freely pardon. 8 “For my thoughts are not your 
thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the LORD. 9 “As the heavens are higher than 
the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 10 As the 
rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering the earth 
and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, 11 so 
is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what 
I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. 
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Discerning God's Voice 

Isaiah 42:1-2: "1 Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; I will put 
my Spirit on him and he will bring justice to the nations. 2 He will not shout or cry out, or raise his 
voice in the streets." 

Matthew 17:5: “While he [Jesus] was still speaking, a bright cloud enveloped them, and a voice 
from the cloud said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!" 

Outside of miraculous visitations and audible voices, our general problem is one of hearing God's 
"still small voice". What would the Spirit have us do next? This leadership comes through 
"promptings" to our hearts or minds, which are generally low-risk until we mature. God tells us 
to call someone late at night; to give someone the money in our pocket; to offer to pray with 
someone about something very specific that we couldn't have known. Often, we'll go wrong, but 
if we humbly reflect on our errors we can gain confidence for future promptings. 

Proverbs 14:15: “The simple believe anything, but the prudent give thought to their steps.” 

The problem is that we are on a hostile channel. Our minds can be prompted by God, from our 
own carnal desires, or from unclean spirits. Some ignore this and naively believe that anything 
they think or feel is from God, without humility or reflection. This may seem a silly error, but it 
can become serious when such a person thinks God has told them to "go kill someone". Manson, 
who still claims to be a Christian, heard from his "god" in this fashion many times. 

2 Corinthians 11:3: “But I am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the serpent's cunning, your 
minds may somehow be led astray from your sincere and pure devotion to Christ.” 

2 Timothy 3:13-17: “13 while evildoers and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and 
being deceived. 14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced 
of, because you know those from whom you learned it, 15 and how from infancy you have known 
the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 
16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God[a] may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 

Beyond demonic promptings, our routine problem is the flesh. We want to look spiritual, we covet 
something, we want to defend ourselves. These often get blamed on God, and acted upon. 
These seemingly silly errors can lead to as much spiritual mayhem and abuse as Manson's 
delusions did physically. We must learn to walk a straight line before attempting to tightrope 
across Niagara Falls. Our problem is lack of reflection on past performance. 

Romans 7:21-23: “21 So I find this law at work: Although I want to do good, evil is right there with 
me. 22 For in my inner being I delight in God’s law; 23 but I see another law at work in me, waging 
war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within me.” 

2 Corinthians 10:3-5: “3 For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. 
4 The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine 
power to demolish strongholds. 5 We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up 
against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.” 

If you have learned to discern God's voice in small things by acting on God's low-risk promptings 
and finding them validated with fruit that lasts, then God may prompt you to "tell that person I 
am going to heal them". At this point of maturity, those practiced at knowing God's voice need 
not pretend or merely hope. They can speak with authority, conviction, and results Romans 12:2 
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says: “2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 
mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and 
perfect will.” They need not be double-minded or resort to psychological gymnastics. James 1:5-
8 says: “5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without 
finding fault, and it will be given to you. 6 But when you ask, you must believe and not doubt, 
because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. 7 That 
person should not expect to receive anything from the Lord. 8 Such a person is double-minded 
and unstable in all they do.”   They can pray in real faith as it says in James 5:15: “15 And the 
prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise them up. If they have 
sinned, they will be forgiven.” For as it says in Romans 10:17: “faith comes from hearing the 
message, and the message is heard through the word about Christ.” 

Who's Not Listening Now? 

Jeremiah 6:10: "To whom can I speak and give warning? Who will listen to me? Their ears are 
closed so they cannot hear. The word of the Lord is offensive to them; they find no pleasure in it." 

Zechariah 7:11-13: " 11 “But they refused to pay attention; stubbornly they turned their backs 
and covered their ears. 12 They made their hearts as hard as flint and would not listen to the 
law or to the words that the LORD Almighty had sent by his Spirit through the earlier prophets. 
So the LORD Almighty was very angry. 13 “‘When I called, they did not listen; so when they 
called, I would not listen,’ says the LORD Almighty." 

Matthew 13:12-17: " 12 Whoever has will be given more, and they will have an abundance. 
Whoever does not have, even what they have will be taken from them. 13 This is why I speak to 
them in parables: “Though seeing, they do not see; though hearing, they do not hear or 
understand. 14 In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah: “‘You will be ever hearing but never 
understanding; you will be ever seeing but never perceiving. 15 For this people’s heart has 
become calloused; they hardly hear with their ears, and they have closed their eyes. Otherwise 
they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their hearts and turn, and I 
would heal them. 16 But blessed are your eyes because they see, and your ears because they 
hear. 17 For truly I tell you, many prophets and righteous people longed to see what you see but 
did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.” 

Obeying The Father's Voice 

Often we ask God to speak to us, only to hear back, "if you are so interested in what I think, then 
why didn't you do the last thing I told you?" Obedience is the response that keeps the dialog 
going. If we refuse to do what God tells us in the little things, we risk deafening our spiritual ear. 
If we refuse to do what God speaks in the big things, we risk his active rebuke. 

1 Samuel 15:22: "Does the Lord delight in burnt offerings as much as in obeying the Lord? To 
obey is better than sacrifice."  

Imagine your own child coming to you in great earnestness and saying, "Please speak to me. 
What would you have me do?" You respond, "I would like you to clean your room." Thrilled at 
the sound of your voice, the child goes off elated, but does not clean the room. Later, he 
approaches again, "Please disclose your will to your humble child." You tell him again, "Go clean 
your room." Pleased, he withdraws himself again, but does not do what you asked. Yet again, 
your child comes to you, "Oh how I long to do your bidding! Grant me the favor of your wisdom 
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and direction." What would you, as a parent, do at this point? Perhaps a stare would suffice... 
What does God do when we play this game with Him? 

James 1:22: “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.” 

Orders From On High 

Isaiah 30:20-21: “Although the Lord gives you the bread of adversity and the water of affliction, 
your teachers will be hidden no more; with your own eyes you will see them. Whether you turn to 
the right or to the left, your ears will hear a voice behind you, saying, "This is the way; walk in it." 

John 10:2-5: " 2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper 
opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and 
leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep 
follow him because they know his voice. 5 But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will 
run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.”  

Can You Hear God's Voice? 
How to Recognize the Leading of the Holy Spirit 

As Christians, we all want to hear God's voice.  We are His sheep, and we long to know which 
way our Sheppard is leading us.  But, so many of us feel as if we are in life all alone. Sheppard-
less sheep, wandering aimlessly without any direction at all. Though that is what Satan would 
like for us all to believe, thankfully it is just not so!  

God has given you a very special gift - The Holy Spirit.  God Says that He sent His Spirit to be 
in close fellowship with you.  Jesus says in John 16:7: “But very truly I tell you, it is for your good 
that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send 
him to you.” That means that God wants you to be able to hear His voice today just like Adam 
and Eve heard Him in the garden of Eden. 

God Speaks To Us In Different Ways 

Many times we miss out on hearing God's voice because we don't know how He speaks.  Here 
are just a few ways that God can speak to you. 

• Through His Word.  Many Christians want God to speak to them, but they have not even 
taken the time to find out what He has already said!  God has already spoken to you, and 
His heartfelt words are written down in the Bible.   

• Through Prayer. When you go to God in prayer before you begin reading your Bible, He 
can make the words on the pages seem more alive than ever before.  He can speak to 
you about the unique situation that you are facing today through something He said 
thousands of years ago.  He is just that good! 

• Through other Christians.  God can speak to us through other believers, but that does 
not mean that everything another Christian says to you is a word from God. 

• Through Repetition. God confirms His Word by repetition.  If you have only heard a 
message once, that does not mean it is a special word to you from the Lord.  But, if you 
are receiving the same message over and over from various sources, then that may be 
the voice of God speaking to you through one of His chosen vessels. You can always 
pray and ask God to confirm it again to ensure you are on the right path. 
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• Through His still small voice.  In 1 Kings 19, we read about Elijah hearing the voice of 
God:  “11 The LORD said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the LORD, for the 
LORD is about to pass by.” Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered 
the rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind. After the wind there was an 
earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake. 12 After the earthquake came a fire, but the 
LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper.” (1 Kings 19:11-12) 

This scripture starts off with these loud booming sounds.  That is often what we expect 
when we are waiting to hear from God.  But those loud sounds were not where God's 
voice was heard.  

God does not yell when He speaks with us.  And you usually will not hear it in your natural 
ear.  When you really hear God's voice, it will be like a whisper deep within yourself.  It 
will not force you to obey, and is all too easy to ignore. 

God is a gentleman.  If you are waiting for a loud clap of thunder, you may well miss Him.  

• Through a gently tug.  Sometimes you actually hear God's voice, but other times you 
may just sense a little tug.  Something inside of you senses that a particular decision is 
the right way to go.  It's not necessarily logical, or what you would normally decide.  But, 
for some reason, you sense a certain peace about it.  This peace comes from the Holy 
Spirit.  When you follow this peace, you can never go wrong!  

You must be sure that it is really the peace of God, and not just your emotions.  Just because 
you are happy about something does not mean it is God's will for your life.  Pray and ask God 
to confirm that what you are sensing is really His will for you, and not just your own. 

The Top 3 Reasons Christian's Can't Hear God's Voice 

God is always broadcasting.  It is just that, sometimes, we aren't tuned in to the right channel.   

Here are the top 3 reasons why Christians don't hear God's voice, even though He is trying to 
speak.  The final reason is definitely the biggest! 

#3. They think that prayer is a one sided conversation. Many Christians talk to God, but they 
never stop to hear God's voice after they are done.  They simply say what is on their mind, and 
then go on with the rest of their day without ever stopping to listen for a reply.  

TIP: Whenever you pray, stop, close your eyes, and be silent for a few moment 
afterwards.  Allow time for God to join in on your conversation!    

#2. Their lives are too loud.  Often times the reason that we cannot hear God's voice is because 
we have allowed our lives to become too hectic.  We have picked up too many responsibilities 
that God has not called us to pick up, and we have crowded Him out.   

We have to remember Martha and Mary.  Martha was busy in the kitchen trying to prepare a 
nice meal for the Lord, doing what she thought was the right thing to do.  But, Mary had decided 
to slow down and take a seat at the Lord's feet.  Jesus said that while Martha was "worried and 
upset over all these details! There is only one thing worth being concerned about. Mary has 
discovered it ass follows: – “38 As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village 
where a woman named Martha opened her home to him. 39 She had a sister called Mary, who 
sat at the Lord’s feet listening to what he said. 40 But Martha was distracted by all the preparations 
that had to be made. She came to him and asked, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left 
me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!” 41 “Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you 
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are worried and upset about many things, 42 but few things are needed—or indeed only one. 
Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her.” (Luke 10:38-42) 

TIP 1:  Take more time out to be like Mary. Designate a particular time each day as your time 
with the Lord.  It does not have to be long.  Even 5 or 10 minutes of your lunch time spent praying 
in your car can quiet your life down enough to hear God's voice 

Tip 2:  Begin praying over all of your obligations - Even the ones that feel "mandatory."  Find out 
which ones God has no desire for you to do, and begin trading in a busy life for a productive life 
that allows time for the Lord.  After all, Jesus said your private life with Him is the only thing worth 
being concerned about anyway. 

#1. They doubt that what they are hearing is really the Lord, so they ignore it.  This is 
something that most Christians are guilty of, and they don't even realize it! 

Consider this example: Just a few days ago, you lost my driver's license.  You prayed for God 
to show you where it was.  He told you, but the place He said seemed so odd that you figured 
you had made it up yourself!   

Eventually, after looking in a few other places, you did a half-hearted scan where He told you to look, 
and missed it.  When He told you to look again, you still thought it was just you making it up.  But, 
there it was, folded up inside of a piece of paper, buried somewhere would have never looked!   
 
You had to laugh at yourself.  But, we all do these kinds of thing every day.  Then we say things 
like "Something told me to look there!" or "I felt like I was supposed to fill in the blank. 
 
Of course we all have more serious decisions to make than where to look for a diver's 
license.  Sometimes stepping out and following the still small voice of God can be frightening.   
 
No one wants to make a mistake, especially when there is a lot at stake.   But, having faith is 
never easy.  And that is exactly what it takes to follow the gentle leading of the Holy Spirit. 

TIP: Something that helped me to step out on faith and follow the voice of God was when I finally 
caught hold of an important fact.    

He [God] Himself has said,  
I will not in any way fail you nor give you up  

nor leave you without support.  
[I will] not, [I will] not,  

[I will] not in any degree leave you helpless  
nor forsake nor let [you] down  

(relax My hold on you)! [Assuredly not!] 
...we take comfort and are encouraged  

and confidently and boldly say, The Lord is my Helper; 
 I will not be seized with alarm  

[I will not fear or dread or be terrified].  
-Hebrews 13:5-6- 

We must realized that, although we are trying to be obedient, God is not going to loosen His hold 
on us.  No matter how big of a mistake that you make, if you do it because you are trying to 
follow Him, it is never too big for Him to fix.  God is looking at your heart (1 Samuel 16:7).  If it is 
turned towards Him, He will always protect you - Even from your mistakes. 
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Now, another issue that many Christians struggle with is being able to tell God's leading from 
their own personal desires and emotions.  This is something that is very important because our 
goal is to be Spirit lead.  So, we want to be sure we are not allowing our own feelings about a 
matter to color the Word from God that we are receiving. 

Can You Hear God's Voice? How to Recognize the Leading of the Holy Spirit 

Reflection Questions: 

1. Do you ever pray before you read your Bible?  Do you think it can help you to hear 
from God through the scriptures more if you pray first. 

2. Have you ever experienced any of the top 3 reasons why Christians can't hear God's 
voice?  If so, which ones?  How can you help not to fall into those traps in the future? 

3. Can you think of other reasons why Christians can't hear God's voice? 

Hearing God's Voice 

Amid the hustle and bustle of daily life, we often find it hard to hear God's voice. Many "voices" 
shout for our attention—deadlines to meet, bills to pay, meetings to attend, phone calls to make, 
children to care for. We try to read our Bible but struggle to be still and to receive a word from God. 

In the days of Samuel few people were listening to God's voice. Politically and spiritually Israel 
was in terrible shape as they "had no king" and "everyone did as he saw fit" (Jdg 21:25). In this 
study we observe Samuel as a young man, hearing the word of the Lord for the first time and 
beginning his prophetic ministry. 

Warming Up to God - How have you heard God speak to you? Read 1 Samuel 3: 

1 The boy Samuel ministered before the LORD under Eli. In those days the word of 
the LORD was rare; there were not many visions. 

2 One night Eli, whose eyes were becoming so weak that he could barely see, was 
lying down in his usual place. 3 The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel 
was lying down in the house of the LORD, where the ark of God was. 4 Then the 
LORD called Samuel. 

Samuel answered, “Here I am.” 5 And he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called 
me.” But Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” So he went and lay down. 

6 Again the LORD called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, 
“Here I am; you called me.” 

“My son,” Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” 

7 Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD: The word of the LORD had not yet been 
revealed to him. 

8 A third time the LORD called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and 
said, “Here I am; you called me.” 

Then Eli realized that the LORD was calling the boy. 9 So Eli told Samuel, “Go and 
lie down, and if he calls you, say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’” So 
Samuel went and lay down in his place. 

10 The LORD came and stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” 
Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 

http://www.biblegateway.com/bible?language=english&version=NIV&passage=1+Samuel+3&interface=print
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11 And the LORD said to Samuel: “See, I am about to do something in Israel that 
will make the ears of everyone who hears about it tingle. 12 At that time I will carry 
out against Eli everything I spoke against his family—from beginning to end. 13 For 
I told him that I would judge his family forever because of the sin he knew about; his 
sons blasphemed God and he failed to restrain them. 14 Therefore I swore to the 
house of Eli, ‘The guilt of Eli’s house will never be atoned for by sacrifice or offering.’” 

15 Samuel lay down until morning and then opened the doors of the house of the 
LORD. He was afraid to tell Eli the vision, 16 but Eli called him and said, “Samuel, 
my son.” Samuel answered, “Here I am.” 

17 “What was it he said to you?” Eli asked. “Do not hide it from me. May God deal 
with you, be it ever so severely, if you hide from me anything he told you.” 18 So 
Samuel told him everything, hiding nothing from him. Then Eli said, “He is the 
LORD; let him do what is good in his eyes.” 

19 The LORD was with Samuel as he grew up, and he let none of Samuel’s words 
fall to the ground. 20 And all Israel from Dan to Beersheba recognized that Samuel 
was attested as a prophet of the LORD. 21 The LORD continued to appear at Shiloh, 
and there he revealed himself to Samuel through his word. 

Discovering the Word 

• Why do you think Samuel has difficulty discerning God's voice from Eli's (vv. 4-8)? 

• What do you think Samuel thought and felt as he listened to Eli and then returned to his 
bed (vv. 9-10)? 

• Why is the attitude "Speak, for your servant is listening" (v. 10) so important in order to 
hear from God? 

• Why would God's message in verses 11-14 have been particularly hard for Samuel to 
hear? 

• How does Samuel's obedience affect his relationship to God and his future ministry (vv. 
19-21)? 

Applying the Word 

• How does Samuel's openness to hear from God compare with yours? 

• When are you most tempted to hide God's word from others? Explain. 

• What is the greatest obstacle that prevents you from hearing God's voice? 

Responding in Prayer 

Ask God to make you more open and attentive to his voice. 

HOW DOES GOD SPEAK? 

God spoke to man in an audible voice in the Old Testament beginning with Adam. Accounts of 
God speaking to man continued with Noah, Moses, and beyond.  

In the New Testament, God spoke through Jesus, visions, and dreams. Today, God continues 
to speak in a variety of ways. 
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How does God speak? First you should know that God is not limited in how he speaks, God is 
sovereign. Sovereign simply means that God can do whatever He wants to do. So, be careful 
not to confine Him to a box.  

These are different ways in which God speaks to you. For the purposes of this section, our focus 
will be only on some ways: 

1. Circumstances – God is always at work around you and uses events and situations in your 
life to reveal His purpose and plan to you. When you find yourself in a challenging situation, ask 
God to help you see it from His prospective. See 2 Kings 6:15-17 

5. Angels – An immortal Heavenly being seen in the Old Testament, and in the New Testament. 
Angels were used as messengers from God. Many Christians today have also seen angles. 
See Zechariah 4:4, Genesis, 16:9, Matthew 28:5, Luke 1:11, Act 8:26,  
 

6. Visions – These are images, scenes, or events supernaturally seen that convey a message 
regarding present or future events. Visions occur when a person is fully awake. See Genesis 
15:1, Acts 9:12, Acts 10:10-17, Acts 16:9, Joel 2:28 

 
7. Dreams – These are images, scenes, or events seen while we are sleeping that give insight 

to present or future events.  (NOTE: Not all dreams are God inspired.) See Genesis 42:9, 
Joel 2:28, Matthew 2:12 

 
8. Prophets – Those chosen to speak the thoughts of God to people on behalf of God. The 

office of Prophet was active in the Old Testament, New Testament, and is active today 
according to Ephesians 4:11. 

 
9. Miraculous Signs – Things that happen that only God could have done. Miracles are seen all 

throughout the Old and New Testament, and are still seen today. 
 

10. The Word of God – The Bible is the inspired Word of God. God’s road map and directions 
for our lives. Anytime we need to know God’s heart on a matter, we can go to the Bible to 
hear a word from Him. See 2 Timothy 3:16 

 
11. Audible Voice – In the Old Testament it was common for God to speak in an audible voice. 

Today some believers have also experienced God speaking to them in this manner.See 
Genesis 8:15, Exodus 6:2, Matthew 3:17 

 
12. The Holy Spirit – Jesus promised to send us the Holy Spirit before He was crucified. The 

Holy Spirit comforts, leads, guides, and reminds us. If you are born again, you were given 
the Holy Spirit when you accepted Christ. See John 14:26 

 
13.  Other People – Sometimes God will use ordinary people to speak a word into our lives or to 

confirm something He has already spoken to us. 
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ASSIGNMENT #1 
Memorize the memory verse and write it below: 
 

Name five ways in which God speaks: 

1.___________________________ 

2.___________________________ 

3.___________________________ 

4.___________________________ 

5.___________________________ 

 

What is one way to determine when God is not speaking?  

Why is it important for you to hear God’s voice?  

When was the Holy Spirit made available to believers?  

(T or F) God only spoke in Bible times; God no longer speaks to Christians. 

If you had difficulty completing the above task, reread the information and scriptures until you 
feel confident enough to move on.  

HEARING GODTHROUGH THE HOLY SPIRIT 

“But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all 
things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.”(John 14:26) 

The Holy Spirit communicates the heart of God to us. It is through the working of the Holy Spirit 
that we are being transformed daily and given the mind of Christ. 

Today when someone says, “God spoke to me”, they are more than likely referring to 
impressions, or flowing thoughts given by the Holy Spirit.  

As we said previously, if you have accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and  

Savior, then you were given the Holy Spirit the moment you believed. 

If you have never prayed and asked Jesus into your heart, but have just assumed that you are 
saved because you go to church, you are not. The Bible says that we must confess with our 
mouths and believe in our hearts, so let’s pause right here and give anyone who has not already 
accepted Christ the opportunity to do so.  

Otherwise, trying to hear from God is pointless. 

Pray this prayer to receive salvation: “Dear God, I come to you today acknowledging that I am a 
sinner and asking for your forgiveness. I acknowledge and believe that Jesus is your son. He 
was born sinless, was crucified for my sins, rose on the third day, and is now sitting at your right 
hand. Today Jesus I ask you to come into my heart and to be my savior. Thank you for forgiving 
me. Thank you for saving me. Thank you for giving me your Holy Spirit to lead me into all truth. 
Thank you for saving me in Jesus name, Amen. 

If you just accepted Christ as your savior, congratulations and welcome to the Body of Christ! 
All of Heaven is rejoicing, and we rejoice as well.  
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When you feel like you’re being pulled in your spirit in a particular direction, or being steered 
away from a particular direction, that is the Holy Spirit leading and guiding you. Don’t ignore it or 
chalk it up to you being “weird”. Instead follow the leading of the Spirit.  

The Bible says that we are to be led by the Spirit. Romans 8:14 says, “For as many as are led by the 
Spirit of God, these are the sons of God. The Bible also tells us that the Holy Spirit led Jesus himself.  

In Luke 4:1 it reads, “Then Jesus, being filled with the Holy Spirit returned from the Jordan and 
was led by the Spirit into the wilderness. Now, the Holy Spirit did not take Jesus by the hand and 
lead Him into the wilderness, it was more than likely a pull or tug felt in His spirit. 

Do you have a clear understanding of what we mean by impressions? This is a sensation of 
being pulled or pressed in your spirit to do something, or not to do something. Impressions from 
the Holy Spirit are not based on logic or reason. In fact, when one looks at them with a natural 
eye, they normally make absolutely no sense and have no logical explanation.  

The reason it seldom makes sense is because you only have a portion of the facts; this is 
because you are mortal, you cannot see the future. But the Holy Spirit operates outside of the 
physical realm and therefore He can see everything you can’t. So if you feel like you are being 
led by the Spirit to do, not do, or even say something that makes no sense to you, just be 
obedient and do it. Although His job is to lead you; He will not force you to follow. 

What are flowing thoughts? The Holy Spirit also speaks to us through our thoughts. Flowing 
thoughts are thoughts that literally just pop into your head from what seems to be out of nowhere. 
Maybe you’re cooking dinner and all of a sudden the name of a friend pops into your head. You 
haven’t seen or spoken to this person in years. It’s likely the Holy Spirit wants you to intercede 
for that person in prayer. Or perhaps you were praying and a phrase, or scripture came to your 
mind. These are called flowing thoughts. Flowing thoughts have the following characteristics: 

• They are illuminating 
• They are spontaneous 
• They are gentle 
• They are sometimes beyond anything you could have thought of on your own. 
• They elicit a response of excitement, or astonishment.  

ASSIGNMENT #2 

 According to John 14:26 what are two things the Holy Spirit does for us? 

_________________, ______________________ 

 Fill in the blank. For as many as are led by the _______ of _______, they are the _______ of 
_______. Romans 8:14 

 In your own words, what are impressions? ________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 What are three characteristics of flowing thoughts? _________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

 When you feel the Holy Spirit is leading you to do, or say something, you should ___________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 



 
 

25 
 

HEARING AND RECOGNIZING GOD’S VOICE 

“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me...” John 10:27 

Have you ever had a clogged drain in your kitchen or bathroom? The clog may have resulted 
from any number of things. But when the drain was clogged, water was not allowed to flow freely 
through the pipe. Well, think of hearing God’s voice in the same manner. Imagine for a moment 
that your spirit is the pipe, and God’s voice is the water. If your spirit is clogged, God’s voice will 
be prevented from flowing freely, and you will not hear Him.  What is it that clogs your spirit and 
prevents you from hearing God’s voice? 

Focusing too much on the cares of this world. Matthew 13:22 compares the worlds’ cares to 
thorns that choke us spiritually and prevent us from being fruitful. This happens when you invest 
more time and attention to earthly things rather than spiritual things. You spend more time 
watching television than you do reading your Bible. You spend more time rationalizing and 
analyzing than you do trusting in God. Daily you give-in to whatever your flesh wants to do, feel, 
or think, never bringing yourself under the control of the Holy Spirit. 

The Bible says that although we live in this world, we are not of this world. Which is why it is 
more important to feed our spiritual man than it is to nurture our natural man. 

Listen to what Paul says in 1 Corinthians 2:14: “But the natural man does not receive the things 
of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know [them], because they are 
spiritually discerned” 

In other words, you can only discern the things of God through your spirit. Your natural man will 
not be able to discern or understand the things of God. When you unclog your pipes by focusing 
more on the things of God and walking in His spirit, then and only then will the Holy Spirit be 
able to flow freely. Then and only then will you be able to hear the voice of God. 

How will you recognize His voice when you do hear it? Recognition comes with relationship. 
think of a new born baby who gradually begins to recognize the voice of her mother. That 
recognition would not be possible if there were no relationship between the mother and the child. 
In other words, the child is only able to distinguish the mother’s voice because the child has been 
spending time in the presence of her mother. 

Well, the same is true for you as a child of God. The only way you will recognize the voice of 
your Heavenly Father is by spending time in His presence and becoming familiar with Him. He 
is omniscient so He knows your voice, but you on the other hand will not know His voice if you 
neglect to spend intimate time with Him.  James 4:8 says, “Draw close to God and He will draw 
close to you.” 

What are some ways that you can draw closer to God and know him intimately? 

• Prayer 

• Meditating on God 

• Worship 

• Praise 

• Reading and Reflecting on His Word 

That’s right, if you purpose to spend more time developing your relationship with Christ, you will 
get to know him deeply. He will speak to you and you will recognize His voice when He speaks.  
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ASSIGNMENT #3 

 Examine yourself and list those things that you feel are clogging your spiritual pipes and 
keeping you from hearing God’s voice: 

 ______________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________ 

 What can you personally do to eliminate or diminish the amount of time you spend doing those 
things you listed above?  

 List the five things we recommended for drawing closer to God and getting  

to know Him intimately: 

 ______________, _______________, ______________, _________________, 
___________________________________ 

 From the list above list two of those five activities that you can do on a daily basis. Then, write 
the time you can commit to doing them: 

 ___________________   = ______AM / PM  ___________________ = ______AM / PM 

 Over the next several weeks begin to practice listening for the voice of God. First, choose a 
quiet location in your home where you will not be disturbed. Take a note pad with you. Get 
comfortable and then perhaps begin setting the atmosphere by singing a song of worship.  

Next, pray this: 

 “Father, first I want to confess my sin and ask you to cleanse my heart. (You should confess 
any sin that comes to your mind). Father I desire to know your will, hear your voice, and follow 
your direction. Therefore, I pray and ask that you will open my spiritual ears so that I may hear 
from you, and follow you. In Jesus name, Amen.” 

 Now, sit quietly and listen. 

 Use your note pad or the lines below to write any thoughts that pop into you mind. As you 
continue doing what you have learned in this study, hearing God’s voice will become easier. 

 _________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________ 
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‘Call to me and I will answer you  

and tell you great 

and unsearchable things 

you do not know.’  

(Jeremiah 33:3) 
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