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PRIDE 
 

27 Therefore, Your Majesty, be pleased to accept my advice: Renounce your sins by doing what 
is right, and your wickedness by being kind to the oppressed. It may be that then your prosperity 
will continue.” 28 All this happened to King Nebuchadnezzar. 29 Twelve months later, as the king was 
walking on the roof of the royal palace of Babylon, 30 he said, “Is not this the great Babylon I have 
built as the royal residence, by my mighty power and for the glory of my majesty?” (Daniel 4:27-30) 

6 There are six things the LORD hates, seven that are detestable to him: 17 haughty eyes, a lying 
tongue, hands that shed innocent blood, 8:13 To fear the LORD is to hate evil; I hate pride and 
arrogance, evil behavior and perverse speech. (Proverbs 6:16-17; 8:13) 

5 The LORD detests all the proud of heart. Be sure of this: They will not go unpunished. 2 Let someone 
else praise you, and not your own mouth; an outsider, and not your own lips. (Proverbs 16:5; 27:2) 

I. GOD HATES PRIDE BECAUSE: 

1. It is a characteristic of Satan. 

Isaiah 14:13-15:   13 You said in your heart, “I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above 
the stars of God; I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, on the utmost heights of the sacred 
mountain. 14 I will ascend above the tops of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.”  

It started with Eve in garden. 

2. It brings dishonor. 

Proverbs 11:2: 2 When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with humility comes wisdom. 

Proverbs 29:23:  23 A man’s pride brings him low, but a man of lowly spirit gains honor. 

 Proverbs 16:18-19:   18 Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall. 19 Better to 
be lowly in spirit and among the oppressed than to share plunder with the proud. 

3. It is a stumbling block in your life. 

4. Because it is so deceptive. 

II. WHAT CAUSE PRIDE IS A PERSON’S LIFE? 

1. Self-centeredness. 

2. A cover-up for feelings of insufficiency and inadequacy. 

A big emptiness in their life; Seen recognized and often catered to. 

3. Given opportunities and positions you ae not ready for. 

This is why Paul wanted young Timothy, before he sends others out, be sure they are ready.  
Often times a person given position often in the secular world, or in the church, and they’re given 
some authority with that position, and if they are not ready for they are going to want to exercise 
that authority and the nest thing you know they’re lost their testimony and that can happen not 
only to people in big positions. You give them a little bit. They are given authority and if they are 
not ready they become very. 
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God knows just how much authority we should have. And sometimes we want to push peopled 
ahead, and this also occurs in churches over and over again. A person takes on a little bit and 
we want them to take on the whole ball of wax. And the next thing you know Satan has absolutely 
clobbered them. Until they’re ready to take all the approval, all the applause, all the criticism, 
they weren’t’ ready for that. This can happen to people in ministry. And they start believing the 
things that they hear.  

4. Believing and enjoying praise from others. 

When you find yourself (and nobody else can tell you this - only you “We’ll I’m only doing this for 
Jesus.” When you begin to enjoy this, you are on the verge of stepping on a landmine. Now we 
are all susceptible to this…to being prideful in some area of our life. We need to be polishing up 
the headlights of our life to avoid these pitfalls: Of having damaged our relationship to God or 
damaged our relationship to others. 

When God gives you an opportunity, we are to be careful not to enjoy... Wait a minute - are we 
not to enjoy? Yes – we are to enjoy serving but are not to substitute that for enjoying the approval, 
the acceptance. Do we want to help; somebody else in their life - or just bask in the approval. 
Just accepting approval satisfies something that is carnal. Another cause of pride is: 

5. Failure to recognize God as the source of everything you have. 

God’s goodness and mercy and love toward us is only by his atoning death at Calvary that our 
sins are paid for in full. Only then are we cleansed of our sins and made to walk wholly before 
Him. It is when you and I become self-sufficient that we fail to recognize God as our source. 
When God is out of your life, pride is in your life. 

Think about how the world thinks about God. There was a survey that asked why people believed 
in God or why not. And the people who did not believe in God gave different reasons. If there 
was a God He wouldn’t let all these bad things happen. Or, if God was really a God he wouldn’t 
narrow this salvation business through just one person - Jesus Christ. Recognize that all of this 
was just an excuse. The fact is that they didn’t believe in God because they didn’t see any need 
in Him. They had a good job, made plenty of money, so why do they need God? 

When a person says I do not need God in this particular of my life it is a trap, a landmine. One 
is going to step on it. And self-destruction goes on when a person deliberately and willfully 
decides to live their life apart from God. God hates sin. He hates pride. 

III. CONSEQUENCES OF PRIDE 

1. Hinders your relationship to God. 

2. Hinders your relationship to other people. 

People do not like to be around prideful people who are the center of attention all the time. The 
truth is - we’re all on the same level. If we’re a Christian, we’re children of God who have been 
saved by the grace of God. There is not any one of us who is any better than the other person 
is. Take God out of our life and we all in the same category. We live up to our old carnal nature 
When you and I become a Christian does that mean we’re above and beyond sinning? We have 
the privilege and the power of the Holy Spit within us to walk and live a godly life. And so when 
there is pride in our life it hurts our relationship to Him. Do you know what you do? 
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3. You block the blessings of God. 

That is because God’s not going to bless you as long there is egotism and pride in your life. And 
people sometimes wonder: “Why doesn’t God bless our church more, or me, why doesn’t He do 
this...why doesn’t He do that?” And God is waiting for you to waken to the realization that you 
are trusting yourself, depending on yourself, instead of depending on Him.  

4. It affects your effectiveness as a leader. 

This is whether in business or in the church. It is a hindrance because when you are trying to 
follow a leader you want to follow somebody you can believe in. Someone you can trust. You 
may not understand what’s going on - but I call it static. Static gets in your heart when you see 
an indication that what they’re really after is their own ego. Building up themselves. It’s difficult 
to follow someone you don’t fully trust. 

The consequences are devastating to you anywhere if you allow pride. What happens is this 
when a person begins to get prideful here’s what they do: 

5. They begin to show favoritism to people who will build their ego. 

It’s so unfair - anywhere, in the family, job, church. What they do is stretch; give, in order to get 
somebody else’s approval. And if you keep giving to a proud person, do you know what you’re 
doing? You’re belittling yourself. You want their acceptance, and they want your acceptance, 
and you keep feeding each other to destruction or prevention of a healthy relationship. 

What an embarrassment, what a slam against who you are as a believer of the living God. We’re 
his servants who walk holy before Him. Somebody says, can’t I be proud of doing a good job? 
No! You can be grateful to God. You can be thankful for it. It shouldn’t be pried - it should be 
gratitude to almighty God that His grace and mercy has been willing to use you to do anything. 
It isn’t an issue of pride - it’s a matter of gratitude. Also, if a person becomes prideful... 

6. They make foolish mistakes. 

They’ll stumble. They’ll be brought down because they are going to make mistakes financially, 
or in their relationships. “OK, I’m going to do it anyway.” The prideful person ceases to seek 
godly wisdom and advice. If prideful we think we’re so smart and so intelligent we don’t need 
somebody else’s help. We don’t want anybody to be accountable to. We don’t want to seek 
anybody else’s advice. We think we can handle it. We are about to step on a landmine that’s 
going to absolutely destroy us. 

You need someone you are accountable to. Someone, when you ask for an answer, they’re 
going to give you an honest answer. Someone who can give you godly counsel. And it makes 
no difference, sometimes people will say, I’m talking to God and I have all the answers. Nobody 
has all the answers. 

You and I must always recognize that we need godly counsel from people who can see things 
going on around us that we don’t see. Somebody who will offer us caution. Someone who is 
looking out for us. Someone who says, I’m going to watch out for you. The truth is, no matter 
whether we’re a child or an adult... everybody needs someone who’s willing to watch our blind 
side because you and I never know how Satan’s going to slip up on the blind side. All of Satan’s 
landmines aren’t just out there in the front.  He’s there to trap us - to some way devastate us.. 
And one of the consequences of pride is we make mistake and we make foolish mistakes. 

Another consequence of prides is that 
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7. Shut down the world of the Holy Spirit in your life. 

Here’s a trap of Satan, one of his deceptions: The Devil, Satan will help you do well in what you 
do to get you not to depend upon God. Often, if you see someone doing very well, and you know 
what’s coming, and you try to warn them, they tell you “Look how successful I am, and look at 
this and look at that... and all these things.” That’s not the issue. In the biblical book of Daniel 
one whole year went by before the realization of Daniel’s dream regarding Nebuchadnezzar. 
Think of the grace and goodness of God that He waited one whole year before judgment came 
upon him giving him an opportunity to turn from his pride. Just because it doesn’t hit us the first 
day doesn’t mean that ultimately it not coming when we shut down the work of the Holy Spirit. 

Here’s the tragedy: Some people are so gifted, and so talented, and so skilled by God that they 
can get along for a while without Him when others will say, “What a tremendous performance. 
What a tremendous success”. 

Discerning people know the difference when something is of God and when it is of the flesh. And 
when it is of the flesh God says He hates it and we are going to have to deal with it. 

Here’s one of the worst consequences of pride: 

8. It breed prayerlessness. 

A prayer less person is not going to be used effectively by God and will not have the impact, the 
penetrating impact - when there’s prayerlessness there. Prayer keeps one’s attention upon God 
and reminds you that you need Him, keeps you connected with Him, and that He is the channel 
that as we communicate with Him he communicates with us, 

A prayer less person is going to make horrible mistakes, are going to step on one landmine after 
another because of losing the sensitivity to be able to spot one. Pride always breeds 
prayerlessness. And then of course on of the consequences of prices is that 

9. It keeps you out of heaven. 

For example, if you are one of those persons who don’t believe in God or don’t need God in life, 
then you have just confessed the ultimate sin. You don’t need the God who has created you, not 
for your purpose, but for His purpose. Who gives you the breath to breathe? You don’t need the 
God who gives you the very gift of life? You don’t need him? 

You don’t need the God who is going to bring you to death one of these days. Who has absolute 
control, sovereign control? He says that his sovereignty rules over all - you don’t need Him? 
Then your unbelief is an act of pride. You do not need your creator. You do not need your savior. 
You do not need the sovereign of the universe. You are adequate within yourself. That is the 
ultimate height of egotism, pride and arrogance. The consequence is to miss heaven – because 
you don’t need God. If I don’t know what the evidence is how am I going to know what to avoid? 

IV. EVIDENCE OF PRIDE. 

1. The desire to be number one. 

Don’t ever let it cross your mind to be number one. It that bigger than God? Not at all. Somebody 
says, “I’m in the business world and my goal is to be number one.” What do you mean by number 
one? Better than somebody else? Or wouldn’t it better to be, not to be better than, but be the 
best I can be. We are responsible being the best we can be. Not for more recognition, more 
praise and more honor. Nor is it to undermine this one, undercut that one, criticize all over the 
place. 
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Someone will say, “Well what about competition? Competition is good- as long as your motive 
is right. Whatever your position, president, vice president, or whatever - what’s the motive? As 
skilled as you can, as top as you can be. The best you can be. So one evidence of pride is that 
you want to be number one. A second evidence is this: 
2. Continually referring to yourself. 

Me, myself and I - my three best friends. A third evidence of pride is this 

3. Must be the center of attention. 

Some can’t take second place - they’ve got to be number one. In the business world, focus must 
be on you. Oftentimes when they walk into a room, they want everybody to see them. They want 
to be the center of attention. 

Here’s a true story: Jane has someone she periodically goes to for a service. And because this 
service takes an hour or so Jane first thought she would bring something to read. Well for an 
hour or more this person does not stop talking. You wonder how they can breathe. And all you 
can do is not or shake your head and uh uh, mmm mmm. There is not even a chance to respond. 
The whole world revolves around this person. 

The world does not revolve around us - it revolves around Jesus. And we’re just part of it. And if 
you’ve got to be the center of attention, you’ve got to do all the talking. You want recognition 
above everything else. There is a big evidence of a whole lot of pride. Then of course evidence is: 

4. Seeking praise and compliments. 

Every single one of us has the ability to eke out some kind of praise of we want it. By questions 
you can get somebody to compliment you. Isn’t that true? You know you can - if you ask the 
right questions. You can get somebody to say “Oh, you just look fantastic.” or “Oh’ I don’t feel 
so good.”, or “Oh can I get you something? “or, “Poor baby.”, or “You’re looking just fine.” 

Well thank you very much - that’s all you wanted. Pure pride. You’re seeking a compliment. And 
look at this, your manipulating somebody else Nothing but pure pride. And so one of the 
evidences is seeking compliments or pity. And then of course : 

5. Dressing to draw attention. 

If you’re a godly woman, and you want to dress up - dress up your countenance. And that is in 
your heart. Be your best, do your best, and dress your best. But if you dress in order to be seen, 
recognized, to be admired. “Oh, that must be expensive, etc.” You know what that is? That is 
pure pride. And you see what we do. We tolerate a lot of stuff in our life that we think God doesn’t 
pay any attention to. Oh yes He does. It’s an indication of the condition of the heart. And the 
condition of the heart is that there something missing when I’ve got to have somebody’s else’s 
approval to feel good about myself. 

We’re a child of God, He’s our Savior, Our heavenly Father. We don’t need the world’s approval. 
God’s is the best approval possible. And then another evidence of pride is: 

6. Refusing the menial tasks. 

There are some people, even in church, that are willing to serve as a deacon, or a leader - but 
they’re not willing to clean up, or serve sweeping up the parking lot. There are people who serve 
in rain sleet, snow ice in churches all over the world. They don’t get a lot of recognition. But do 
you know what? God knows that whenever you or I come to a place in our life where some task 
is just beneath us we have just stepped on a landmine. Because what we are saying is, “I’m too 
good; I’m too big, I’m too important to do this task.” 
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Think about this: Jesus washed the dirty sandy feet of his disciples. What you or I are too big 
for? We’re just sons and daughters of the living God. We’re not better than anybody else. If 
Jesus wasn’t too big to wash feet what are we too big for? We’re not better than anybody else. 
Position does not elevate us to where we can no longer take on menial tasks. Some people get 
to the place where they think they’re too good to do some things. What you’re too good to do 
when you think about Jesus washing feet. One of the ways to know if you got pride or not is: 

7, Difficult for you to be please about the success of others. 

For example, you are saying to someone a compliment about what another person did. You say 
that that other person has come so far, or they have done so well. When the person you are 
telling this to is prideful, here is the way they’ll usually respond when you say, now didn’t they 
do a good job: “Yah, they did a good job...BUT…” 

From then on, it’s downhill. They have a very difficult time praising somebody else or accepting 
somebody else’s good fortune. And another evidence is  

8. Cannot apologize. 

Fr a person who’s prideful, it’s difficult for them to say, “You know I was wrong. And I need to 
ask your forgiveness for that.” If you can’t ask for forgiveness than you’ve got a major issue with 
the matter of pride. Another evidence is 

9. Self-sufficiency. 

“I can handle it. I don’t need your help.” All that’s an indication of pride in one’s life. And then: 

10. You can’t stand criticism 

The truth is all of us need a little criticism occasionally. Sometimes a person says, “Well I don’t 
mind righteous criticism.” Then why it is that one has to be buoyed up, sweetened up? Like, “Let 
me tell you about the absolute fantastic job you have done, but can I tell you one thing.?” 

“No, you don’t want that.” Somebody needs to come up and say - you know what, “You’ve 
messed up. That wasn’t a smart thing to do or the wise way to operate.” If you can’t stand 
criticism, you have a major problem with pride. So how do we deal with this issue of pride? 

V. TO DEAL WITH PRIDE: 

1. Recognize it. 

Have you recognized any place where you have said, “I need to watch out for pride in my affairs.” 
Are there any areas, or one major area? They are like landmines – they’re there. We have to 
recognize them first of all. Secondly,  

2. Honestly identify the area of pride. 

Not to say, “We’ll I could improve”. No. What is the evidence that there is a little streak of pride 
in my life? Do I keep covering it up, or want to camouflage it, or want to rationalize?  

3. Then, you have to confess and repent of pride. 

Now this is important. Do not simply say, “Lord, I want you to forgive me.”  But say instead, “God, 
show me what it is in the areas of my life that you want to change. I want to repent, I want you 
to show me, show me and help me how to deal with it.” God wants to hear us say “God I blew it. 
I should never have sad that about that person. I should never have done that.” That’s what 
genuine confession and genuine repentance is. If we’re going to deal with pride we’re going to 
have to deal with it that way. The truth is all of us are wrong at some time. We have to confess 
and deal with it. Therefore, we have to be: 
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4. Continually on the alert. 

This is why we need to read the scripture every morning. If you can’t read in the morning, then 
do it at nighttime. But read the Bible daily. This is what it does: It keeps the headlamps on life so 
you can spot things, such as pride, that you’re not going to spot otherwise. 

If your headlamps go out know what’s going to happen. You’re driving down the road in the dark 
and you’re going to have to pull over when you don’t read God’s word daily. The word of God is 
a living word, God Himself, who washes us clean; keeps our mind clean; keeps us sensitive to 
what’s going on around us. And then one of the best ways to deal with pride is to : 

5. Serve someone else. 

That means to specifically choose to serve somebody else in some fashion. Now watch out That 
doesn’t mean to serve somebody in a way that you get lots of attention and lots of credit. It 
means that you serve someone else expecting nothing in return. Because the truth is, we’re all 
servants. While He was God himself, Jesus came to serve us. And another thing is to:  

6. Do something secretly for somebody. 

Whether it is to give something financially, help them in some way that will do for them that they 
will never know that you did it. It’s just something that you and god know about only. And then: 

7. Remember where you came from 

Sometimes we forget where God has brought us from and remember our humble beginning. All 
of us have had a humble beginning is some fashion. We must never forget that we are saved by 
God’s grace. And then: 

8. Recall frequently what God saved us from. 

Listen to the testimonies of other people and think of how God saved them from the most awful 
kind of existence. We need to fall on our face and thank Him that he saved us, some of us early 
in life. The only way to deal with pride is to look at what God has done for us. Look at what He 
has saved us from. And then: 

9. Stop comparing yourself with somebody else. 

Is there somebody that we think we do better than they do, or we look better than they look, or, 
we’re just a little step higher. Comparing yourself with somebody else is very unfair. The only 
person to compare yourself with is Jesus. And you know what? We come up short every time. 
We’ll never be able to match him. He’s our pattern. He’s the one we’re to follow since he’s 
conformed us to be like him. 

Look section 10 at Proverbs 27:2. We should write it on the tablets of our heart so that we don’t 
ever forget it. This is certainly a very major help in dealing with this issue of pride. 

10. Make proverbs 27:2 a rule to live by. 

Proverbs 27:2: “Let another praise you, and not your own mouth; someone else, and not your 
own lips.” Did you get that? Now that’s a big challenge, right? In other words, you don’t have to 
manipulate people. Now here is the last one which is the ultimate correction of pride. Ready? 

11. Adversity. 

Are willing to say to God, “Send into my life whatever is necessary to make me what you want 
me to be.” “To do what you want me to do.” “To live the way you want me to live.” “To accomplish 
what you want me to accomplish in life.” “Send me whatever adversity in my life I need so that 
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you can protect me from destroying my relationship with you. My effectiveness in the work for 
which you’ve called me. And to save me from self-destruction 

There are not many folks who are going to pry that prayer. But that’s the ultimate cure for pride. 
It’s an absolute total helplessness being dependent upon Him and Him only. The stuff that we 
have depended upon, and all of the praise from others, all of a sudden, all that stuff is like ashes. 

The only thing that matters is our relationship to the Lord God. And if you’ve never trusted Jesus 
Christ as your Savoir, then what you’ve said is, I don’t need Him. He’s the Son of God. You’ve 
said “I don’t need Him.” That is the ultimate act of pride. Therefore consider this: 

God is your creator, He created you for a plan and a purpose for your life. He wants the best for 
you and has planned the best for you and desire the best for you. Are you willing to ignore Him? 
His best plan for your life? Living your life apart from Him?  

As the scripture says it is appointed for a person once to die and after that the judgment. Do you 
want to live your life that way, stand before him, having ignored him all of your life? The is the 
ultimate expression of pride. It is about a personal relationship with God which only comes when 
you confess your sins to the one who went to Calvary, and paid your sin debt in full.  

When you accept Jesus as your personal Savor because you need him, the moment you do that 
your sins are forgiven and you are filled with the Holy Spirit of promise on the day of redemption 
when he calls you home. Then your sins are forgiven, and your name is written in the lamb’s 
book of life, which is eternal life. What you’re saying is God, I do need you. 

And that is the ultimate removal of pride. 
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