
 
 

 

  
    Bringing You  

           Closer to God 

             His Love and Peace 

                    And Eternal Life    
 

 

Do You Do What Ever You Want to Do?  

Has Ever What Wanted Brought You Harm? 

Why and How Could That Ever Happen? 

Was It Failing To Trust God The Reason? 

True Faith in God  

Is Absolute Trust 

And W i l l  

A lways B less You 

Can Show God’s  Love 
TO Others You Know  
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FREE-WILL VS. FAITH & TRUST 
 

FREE WILL 

Luke 6:46-49 - 46 “Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say? 47 As for 
everyone who comes to me and hears my words and puts them into practice, I will show 
you what they are like. 48 They are like a man building a house, who dug down deep and 
laid the foundation on rock. When a flood came, the torrent struck that house but could not 
shake it, because it was well built. 49 But the one who hears my words and does not put 
them into practice is like a man who built a house on the ground without a foundation. The 
moment the torrent struck that house, it collapsed and its destruction was complete.” 

Revelation 3:20 - 20 Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice 
and opens the door, I will come in and eat with that person, and they with me. 

Deuteronomy 5:29 - 29 Oh, that their hearts would be inclined to fear me and keep all my 
commands always, so that it might go well with them and their children forever! 

Who will give such a heart to them that they may fear, etc. They refuse to receive such a heart 
from me; who then can supply it? If they had not been such perfectly free agents as could 
either use or abuse their free-will, could God have made them complaint or expressed the 
earnest desire we find in this verse? He made the human will free; and in spite of all the 
influence of sin and Satan, he preserves the liberty of free-will.  Had man no free will, he could 
neither be punished nor rewarded, because a mere machine, and consequently no more 
accountable for his actions. 

Deuteronomy 11:26 - 26 See, I am setting before you today a blessing and a curse. 

If God had not put it in the power of this people either to obey or disobey; if they had not had a 
free will, over which they had complete authority, to use it either in the way of willing or 
unwilling; could God, with any propriety, have given such precepts as these, sanctioned with 
such promises and threatenings? If they were not free agents, they could not be punished for 
disobedience, nor could they, in any sense of the word, have been rewardable for obedience. 
A Stone is not rewardable because, in obedience to the laws of gravitation, it always tends to 
the center; nor is it punishable because, in being removed from that center, in its tending or 
falling towards it again it takes away the life of a man. 

Deuteronomy 30:15 - 15 I set before you today life and prosperity, death and destruction. 

Were there no such thing as free will in mankind, who could reconcile these sayings either with 
sincerity or common sense? God has made the human will free, and there is no power or 
influence either in heaven, earth, or hell, except the power of God, that can deprive it of its free 
volitions; of its power to will and nill, to choose and refuse, to act or not act or force it to sin 
against God. Hence man is accountable for his actions, because they are his; were he 
necessitated by fate, or sovereign constraint, they could not be his. Hence he is rewardable, 
hence he is punishable. God, in his creation, willed that the human creature should be free, 
and he formed his soul accordingly; and the Law and Gospel, the promise and precept, the 
denunciation of woe and the doctrine of eternal life, are all constructed on this ground; that is, 
they all necessarily suppose the freedom of the human will: nor could it be will if it were not 
free, because the principle of freedom or liberty is necessarily implied in the idea of volition. 
Romans 1:25 - 25 They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and worshiped and 
served created things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen.  

In Ephesians 4:19 God’s word speaks of persons who have abandoned themselves to 
lasciviousness; they have surrendered their whole will to it. [19 Having lost all sensitivity, 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Eph+4%3A19
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they have given themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of 
impurity, and they are full of greed.] Before a person there stands an open choice; and it 
has to be so. Without choice there can be no goodness and without choice there can be no 
love. A coerced goodness is not real goodness; and a coerced love is not love at all. If a 
person deliberately turn their back on God after he has sent his Son Jesus Christ into the 
world, not even God will do anything about it. 

The most terrible thing about sin is this power to beget sin. It is the awful responsibility of free-
will that it can be used in such a way that in the end it is obliterated and a person becomes the 
slave of sin, self-abandoned to the wrong way. Sin is always a lie, because the sinner thinks 
that it will make him happy, whereas in the end it ruins life, both for one’s self and for others, in 
this world and in the world to come. 

Romans 6:15-23 - 15 What then? Shall we sin because we are not under the law but 
under grace? By no means! 16 Don’t you know that when you offer yourselves to 
someone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one you obey—whether you are 
slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness? 
17 But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you have come to 
obey from your heart the pattern of teaching that has now claimed your allegiance. 
18 You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness. 

19 I am using an example from everyday life because of your human limitations. Just as 
you used to offer yourselves as slaves to impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness, 
so now offer yourselves as slaves to righteousness leading to holiness. 20 When you 
were slaves to sin, you were free from the control of righteousness. 21 What benefit did 
you reap at that time from the things you are now ashamed of? Those things result in 
death! 22 But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, 
the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. 23 For the wages of 
sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

In a sense God’s word is saying "You took a spontaneous decision to obey the pattern of the 
teaching to which you were committed." In other words, it is saving, "You knew what you were 
doing, and you did it of your own free will."  

1 John 4:19-21 - 19 We love because he first loved us. 20 Whoever claims to love God yet 
hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, 
whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen. 21 And he has given 
us this command: Anyone who loves God must also love their brother and sister. 

This is the explanation of free-will. Unless love is a free response it is not love. Had God been 
only law he could have created a world in which a person has no more choice than a machine. 
But, if God had made persons like that, there would have been no possibility of a personal 
relationship between him and them. Love is of necessity the free response of the heart; and, 
therefore, God, by a deliberate act of self-limitation, had to endow persons with free will. 

Genesis 2:16-17  -  16 And the LORD God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from 
any tree in the garden; 17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die.” 

It was not God's original intention for a person to die, but a person is now put on probation. 
Every person has a free will, and privilege always creates responsibility. Thus every person 
with their free will must be given a test to determine whether or not they will obey God. 

Leviticus 1:3  - 3 “‘If the offering is a burnt offering from the herd, you are to offer a male 
without defect. You must present it at the entrance to the tent of meeting so that it will 
be acceptable to the LORD. 
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The offering was to be brought by one’s own voluntary will. A person does not have to come to 
Christ. But if one wants to be saved, then one will have to come to Christ. God has no other 
way. The Lord Jesus said, "... No one comes to the Father except through me. "(John 
14:6). The interesting thing is that this is the only way that will bring you to God. Now, you don't 
have to come. That is where free will enters in. You do not have to come, but, if you want to 
come to God, then you must come this one way because God has elected that this is the only 
way! You cannot come to God on the basis of your own "righteousness." He will not accept 
your righteousness; He won't have any of it. " 5 [God] saved us, not because of righteous 
things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of 
rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, "(Titus 3:5). 

Leviticus 26:3, 9, 11-13 -  3 “‘If you follow my decrees and are careful to obey my 
commands, 9 “‘I will look on you with favor and make you fruitful and increase your 
numbers, and I will keep my covenant with you. 11 I will put my dwelling place among 
you, and I will not abhor you. 12 I will walk among you and be your God, and you will be 
my people. 13 I am the LORD your God…; I broke the bars of your yoke and enabled you 
to walk with heads held high. 

Notice that this starts with an "if". If a person walks in the prescribed manner, then God 
promises these things. God recognizes free will. If you will obey, then God will bless. 

Deuteronomy 30:11-14 -  11 Now what [God is] commanding you today is not too difficult 
for you or beyond your reach. 12 It is not up in heaven, so that you have to ask, “Who 
will ascend into heaven to get it and proclaim it to us so we may obey it?” 13 Nor is it 
beyond the sea, so that you have to ask, “Who will cross the sea to get it and proclaim it 
to us so we may obey it?” 14 No, the word is very near you… so you may obey it. 

You don't have to go to heaven to get salvation. You don't need to cross the ocean to get it. It's 
right near you. It is as near as God speaking to you through the Bible which is His living word, 
or as near to you as a preacher or another Christian who will give you the Word of God as God 
speaks through them. And you, with your free will, are responsible to act upon what you have 
heard. That is where your free will comes in.  

John 7:37 - 37 On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud 
voice, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink”. 

This is free will, friend. "Let anyone." That means you. God is offering a gift to you. The 
question is, "Are you thirsty?" Have you perhaps been drinking at the mud holes of the world, 
and have you been finding that they are not satisfying? “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me 
and drink." You can come to Him and receive Him as your Savior. 

Revelation 13:9 - 9 Whoever has ears, let them hear. 

This is without doubt one of the most awe-inspiring statements in the Word of God. "Whoever" 
is an invitation to the ear of anyone to hear the Word of God at any time, in any age. 
7 Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard 
through the word about Christ. (Rom. 10:17). “Whoever has ears let them hear.” 
 
Here again is free will. “Whoever” means any  person. “Whoever has ears” does it mean 
everybody has ears? Yes, but there are some people who do not hear although they have ears. 
There are people who simply do not listen at all -- they do not hear. 
There are a great many people who do not want to hear the word of God.  

 

 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+14%3A6
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+14%3A6
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Tit+3%3A5
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ro+10%3A17
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FAITH 

1. Belief in the traditional doctrines of a religion  
2. Something that is believed especially with strong conviction 
3. Belief in God or in a set of religious doctrines. 
4. A set of religious doctrines; a body of dogma. 

TRUST 

1.  Reliance on the character, ability, strength, or truth of someone or something; one in which             
confidence is placed  

2.  Dependence on something future. 
3.  Firm belief in the integrity, ability, or character of a person or thing; confidence or reliance                                    

on something in the future; hope 
4.  The condition and resulting obligation of having confidence placed in one 
5.  Something committed into the care of another; a charge,. 
6.  Reliance on the intention and ability of another 
7.  Confidence in someone that shows you believe they are effective 
8. Confident that a fact or piece of information is true or accurate 

James 2:14-22, 24, 26 - 14 What good is it…, if someone claims to have faith but has no 
deeds? Can such faith save them? 15 Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes 
and daily food. 16 If one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but 
does nothing about their physical needs, what good is it? 17 In the same way, faith by 
itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. 

18 But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.” Show me your faith without 
deeds, and I will show you my faith by my deeds. 19 You believe that there is one God. 
Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder. 

20 You foolish person, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless]? 21 Was 
not our father Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered his son 
Isaac on the altar? 22 You see that his faith and his actions were working together, and 
his faith was made complete by what he did. 24 You see that a person is considered 
righteous by what they do and not by faith alone. 26 As the body without the spirit is 
dead, so faith without deeds is dead. 

Proverbs 16:9 - 9  In their hearts humans plan their course, but the LORD establishes their steps.  

Joshua 24:15 - 15 But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for 
yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served 
beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as 
for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.”  

John 7:17 - 17 Anyone who chooses to do the will of God will find out whether my 
teaching comes from God or whether I speak on my own.                             Revelation 
3:20 - 20 Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens 
the door, I will come in and eat with that person, and they with me. 

John 1:12-13 - 12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he 
gave the right to become children of God— 13 children born not of natural descent, nor 
of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 

Deuteronomy 30:19-20 - 19 This day I call the heavens and the earth as witnesses against 
you that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+16%3A9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua+24%3A15&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+7%3A17&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+3%3A20&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+3%3A20&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A12-13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy+30%3A19-20&version=ESV
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that you and your children may live 20 and that you may love the Lord your God, listen to 
his voice, and hold fast to him. For the Lord is your life…. 

2 Timothy 2:26 - 26 [Some] will come to their senses and escape from the trap of the 
devil, who has taken them captive to do his will. 

Genesis 2:16-17 - 16 And the Lord God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from 
any tree in the garden; 17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die.” 

Psalm 37:23 - 23 The Lord makes firm the steps of the one who delights in him; 

James 1:13-14 - 13 When tempted no one should say, “God is tempting me.” For God 
cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; 14 but each person is tempted 
when they are dragged away by their own evil desire and enticed.  

Galatians 5:16-17 - 16 So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of 
the flesh. 17 For the flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is 
contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so that you are not to do 
whatever you want. 

Romans 10:9-10 - 9 If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your 
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart 
that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith 
and are saved. 

Mark 8:34 - 34 Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and 
said: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross 
and follow me. 

1 Timothy 2:4-6 -  3 [It is] God our Savior, 4 who wants all people to be saved and to 
come to a knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one God and one mediator between God 
and mankind, the man Christ Jesus,6 who gave himself as a ransom for all people.  

Proverbs 16:1 - 16 To humans belong the plans of the heart, but from the Lord comes the 
proper answer of the tongue. 

Deuteronomy 11:26-28 - 26 See, I am setting before you today a blessing and a 
curse— 27 the blessing if you obey the commands of the Lord your God that I am giving 
you today; 28 the curse if you disobey the commands of the Lord your God and turn 
from the way that I command you today by following other gods, which you have not 
known. 

John 3:16-17 - 16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send 
his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 

James 4:7 - 7 Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from 
you. 

Ephesians 2:8-9 - 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not 
from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast 

Proverbs 1:29 - 29 … they hated knowledge and did not choose to fear the Lord 

Isaiah 55:6-7 - 6 Seek the Lord while he may be found; call on him while he is near. 7 Let 
the wicked forsake their ways and the unrighteous their thoughts. Let them turn to 
the Lord, and he will have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will freely pardon. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Timothy+2%3A26&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+2%3A16-17&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+37%3A23&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Timothy+2%3A4&version=ESV
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2 Peter 3:9 - 9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand 
slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to 
come to repentance. 

Romans 10:13 - 13 “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 

Galatians 5:1 - 5 It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not 
let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery 

Matthew 6:9-13 - 9 “This, then, is how you should pray: “‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed 
be your name, 10 your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
11 Give us today our daily bread. 12 And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven 
our debtors. 13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.’ 

FAITH AS A RESULT OF TEACHING 

Faith is in general the persuasion of the mind that a certain statement is true. Its primary idea 
is trust. A thing is true, and therefore worthy of trust. It admits of many degrees up to full 
assurance of faith, in accordance with the evidence on which it rests. 

Romans 10:14-17 - 14 How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And 
how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear 
without someone preaching to them? 15 And how can anyone preach unless they are 
sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” 

16 But not all the Israelites accepted the good news. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has 
believed our message?” 17 Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and 
the message is heard through the word about Christ.  

Knowledge is an essential element in all faith, and is sometimes spoken of as an equivalent 
to faith (John 10:38 ; John 2:3). Yet the two are distinguished in this respect, that faith 
includes in it assent, which is an act of the will in addition to the act of the understanding. 
Assent to the truth is of the essence of faith, and the ultimate ground on which our assent to 
any revealed truth rests is the veracity of God. 

Temporary faith is that state of mind which is awakened in by the exhibition of truth.. 

Saving faith is so called because it has eternal life inseparably connected with it. Faith in 
Jesus Christ is a saving grace, whereby we receive and rest upon him alone for salvation, as 
he is offered to us in the gospel." 

The object of saving faith is the whole revealed Word of God. Faith accepts and believes it as 
the very truth most sure. But the special act of faith which unites to Christ has as its object the 
person and the work of the Lord Jesus Christ (John 7:38; Acts 16:31). This is the specific act of 
faith by which a sinner is justified before God (Rom 3:22,25; Gal 2:16; Phil 3:9; John 3:16-36; 
Acts 10:43; 16:31). In this act of faith the believer appropriates and rests on Christ alone as 
Mediator in all his offices. 

This assent to or belief in the truth received upon the divine testimony has always associated 
with it a deep sense of sin, a distinct view of Christ, a consenting will, and a loving heart, 
together with a reliance on, a trusting in, or resting in Christ. It is that state of mind in which a 
poor sinner, conscious of his sin, flees from his guilty self to Christ his Saviour, and rolls over 
the burden of all his sins on him. It consists chiefly, not in the assent given to the testimony of 
God in his Word, but in embracing with fiducial reliance and trust the one and only Saviour 
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whom God reveals. This trust and reliance is of the essence of faith. By faith the believer 
directly and immediately appropriates Christ as his own. Faith in its direct act makes Christ 
ours. It is not a work which God graciously accepts instead of perfect obedience, but is only 
the hand by which we take hold of the person and work of our Redeemer as the only ground of 
our salvation. 

Saving faith is a moral act, as it proceeds from a renewed will, and a renewed will is necessary 
to believing assent to the truth of God (1 Cor 2:14; 2 Cor 4:4). Faith, therefore, has its seat in 
the moral part of our nature fully as much as in the intellectual. The mind must first be 
enlightened by divine teaching (John 6:44; Acts 13:48; 2 Cor 4:6; Eph 1:17,18) before it can 
discern the things of the Spirit. 

Faith is necessary to our salvation (Mark 16:16), not because there is any merit in it, but simply 
because it is the sinner's taking the place assigned him by God, his falling in with what God is doing. 

The warrant or ground of faith is the divine testimony, not the reasonableness of what God 
says, but the simple fact that he says it. Faith rests immediately on, "Thus saith the Lord." But 
in order to this faith the veracity, sincerity, and truth of God must be owned and appreciated, 
together with his unchangeableness. God's word encourages and emboldens the sinner 
personally to transact with Christ as God's gift, to close with him, embrace him, give himself to 
Christ, and take Christ as his. That word comes with power, for it is the word of God who has 
revealed himself in his works, and especially in the cross. God is to be believed for his word's 
sake, but also for his name's sake. 

Faith in Christ secures for the believer freedom from condemnation, or justification before God; 
a participation in the life that is in Christ, the divine life (John 14:19; Rom 6:4-10; Eph 4:15,16, 
etc.); "peace with God" (Rom 5:1); and sanctification (Acts 26:18; Gal 5:6; Acts 15:9). 

All who thus believe in Christ will certainly be saved (John 6:37,40; 10:27,28; Rom 8:1). 

According to Heb 11, faith was already present in the experience of many people in the Old 
Testament as a key element of their spiritual lives. In this chapter, the various heroes of the 
Old Testament (Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, and Moses) are 
described as living by faith. In addition, the Old Testament itself makes the same point. 
Abraham "believed in the Lord" (Gen 15:6); the Israelites "believed" (Ex 4:31; 14:31); and the 
prophet Habakkuk taught that "the just shall live by his faith" (Hab 2:4). 

In the New Testament, "faith" covers various levels of personal commitment. Mere intellectual 
agreement to a truth is illustrated in James 2:19, where even demons are said to believe that 
there is one God. Obviously, however, they are not saved by this type of belief. Genuine 
saving faith is a personal attachment to Christ, best thought of as a combination of two ideas-
reliance on Christ and commitment to Him. Saving faith involves personally depending on the 
finished work of Christ's sacrifice as the only basis for forgiveness of sin and entrance into 
heaven. But saving faith is also a personal commitment of one's life to following Christ in 
obedience to His commands: "I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is able 
to keep what I have committed to Him until that Day" (2 Tim 1:12). 

Faith is part of the Christian life from beginning to end. As the instrument by which the gift of 
salvation is received (Eph 2:8-9), faith is thus distinct from the basis of salvation, which is 
grace, and from the outworking of salvation, which is good works. The apostle Paul declared 
that salvation is through faith, not through keeping the works of the law (Eph 2:8,9). 

In the New Testament, faith can refer to the teachings of the Bible, the faith which was once for 
all delivered to the saints (Jude 3). In modern times, faith has been weakened in meaning so 
that some people use it to mean self-confidence. But in the Bible, true faith is confidence in 
God or Christ, not in oneself. 
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QUESTION ON FAITH 

1. What thoughts and images come to mind when you think of the word faith? What 
individuals in the Bible impress you most as being people of faith? 

2. How you would define the word faith.  

3. Discuss how the following verses relate to faith and trust. Take a fresh look at each 
passage, searching especially for (a) God's commands and standards to keep, (b) 
someone's example to learn from, (c) a promise from God to believe, (d) a warning to 
heed, or (e) a challenge to face. 

Psalm 42:11; 125:1-2 

42:11 Why, my soul, are you downcast? Why so disturbed within me? Put your hope in 
God, for I will yet praise him, my Savior and my God. 

125:1 Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount Zion, which cannot be shaken but 
endures forever. 2 As the mountains surround Jerusalem, so the LORD surrounds his 
people both now and forevermore 

Proverbs 3:5-6 

5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; 6 in all 
your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight. 

Luke 7:2-3, 6-7, 9-10 

2 …A centurion’s servant, whom his master valued highly, was sick and about to die. 
3 The centurion heard of Jesus and sent some elders of the Jews to him, asking him to 
come and heal his servant. 6 …[Jesus] was not far from the house when the centurion 
sent friends to say to him: ...7 …Say the word, and my servant will be healed. 9 When 
Jesus heard this, he…said, “I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel.” 
10 Then the men who had been sent returned to the house and found the servant well. 

Luke 17:5-6 

5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6 He replied, “If you have faith as 
small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in 
the sea,’ and it will obey you. 

John 20:24-29 
24 Now Thomas… was not with the disciples when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples 
told him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in 
his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will 
not believe.” 

26 A week late…Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 
27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand 
and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” 28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord 
and my God!” 29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; 
blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 
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Hebrews 11:1, 3, 6 
1 Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see. 
3 By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so that what 
is seen was not made out of what was visible. 6 …Without faith it is impossible to please 
God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he 
rewards those who earnestly seek him. 

4. What vital, fundamental principles can you see in these passages? 

5. What does God want me to understand most about Himself? (b) What does God want 
me to understand most about others? (c) What does God want me to understand most 
about myself? And in light of all this, what would He have me do? 
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