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TEMPTATION 

DICTIONARY DEFINITIONS 

TEMPT 

1. To entice to do wrong by promise of pleasure or gain 
2. To induce to do something:  to cause to be strongly inclined  

 TEMPTATION 

1. A strong urge or desire to have or do something 
2. Something that causes a strong urge or desire to have or do something and especially 

something that is bad, wrong, or unwise  
3. The act of tempting or the state of being tempted especially to evil :  enticement 
4. Something tempting :  a cause or occasion of enticement 

SCRIPTURAL DESCRIPTION OF TEMPTATION 

Temptation is a trial, being put to the test. Thus God "tempted [Gen 22:1; R.V., 'did prove'] 
Abraham;" and afflictions are said to tempt, i.e., to try, men (James 1:2,12; comp. Deut 8:2), 
putting their faith and patience to the test. (2.) Ordinarily, however, the word means solicitation 
to that which is evil, and hence Satan is called "the tempter" (Matt 4:3). Our Lord was in this way 
tempted in the wilderness. That temptation was not internal, but by a real, active, subtle being. It 
was not self-sought. It was submitted to as an act of obedience on his part. "Christ was led, driven. 
An unseen personal force bore him a certain violence is implied in the words" (Matt 4:1-11). 

The scene of the temptation of our Lord is supposed to have been Quarantania, "a high and 
precipitous wall of rock, 1,200 or 1,500 feet above the plain west of Jordan, near Jericho." 

Temptation is common to all (Dan. 12:10; Zech. 13:9; Ps 66:10; Luke 22:31,40; Heb. 11:17; 
James 1:12; 1 Peter 1:7; 4:12). We read of the temptation of Joseph (Gen. 39), of David (2 Sam. 
24; 1 Chron. 21:1), of Hezekiah (2 Chron. 32:31), of Daniel (Dan 6), etc. So long as we are in this 
world we are exposed to temptations, and need ever to be on our watch against them. 

THE WORD TEMPTATION IN SCRIPTURE 

1 Corinthians 10:13 - No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to 
mankind. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. 
But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can endure it.  

Matthew 6:13 - And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.’ 

Matthew 26:41 - “Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit 
is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 

Mark 14:38 - Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is 
willing, but the flesh is weak.” 

Luke 11:4 - Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us. 
And lead us not into temptation.’” 

Luke 22:40 - “Pray that you will not fall into temptation.” 

Luke 22:46 - “Why are you sleeping?” he asked them. “Get up and pray so that you 
will not fall into temptation.” 

http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/temptation
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/tempting
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/tempted
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/enticement
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+10%3A13&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians+10&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+6:13&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+26:41&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+14:38&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+11:4&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+22:40&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+22:46&version=NIV
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1 Corinthians 10:13 - No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to 
mankind. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. 
But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can endure it. 

1 Timothy 6:9 - Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into 
many foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 

THE WORD TEMPTED IN SCRIPTURE 

1 Corinthians 10:13 - No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to 
mankind. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. 
But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can endure it.  

Matthew 4:1 - Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by 
the devil. 

Mark 1:13 - and he was in the wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. He 
was with the wild animals, and angels attended him. 

Luke 4:2 - where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during 
those days, and at the end of them he was hungry. 

1 Thessalonians 3:5 - For this reason, when I could stand it no longer, I sent to find 
out about your faith. I was afraid that in some way the tempter had tempted you and 
that our labors might have been in vain. 

Hebrews 2:18 - Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to 
help those who are being tempted. 

Hebrews 4:15 - For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our 
weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—
yet he did not sin. 

James 1:13-14 - When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.” For God 
cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; but each person is tempted 
when they are dragged away by their own evil desire and enticed. 

The words “temptation” or “tempted” have a sinister connotation in present-day usage which 
has not always attached to them. Originally the words were of neutral content, with the sense of 
"putting to the proof," the testing of character or quality. Thus, God is "tempted" by Israel's 
distrust of Him, as if the people were actually challenging Him to show His perfections (Ex 17:2; 
Ps 78:18; Acts 15:10; Heb 3:9, and often); Abraham is "tempted," being called upon to offer up 
Isaac (Gen 22:1); and Jesus is "tempted" to a spectacular Messiahship (Matt 4 and parallel 
passages. No evil is implied in the subject of these temptations. 

Temptation therefore in the Scripture sense has possibilities of holiness as well as of sin. 
For as all experience witnesses, it is one thing to be tempted, another thing to fall. To be tempted-
one may rejoice in that (James 1:2), since in temptation, by conquering it, one may achieve a 
higher and nobler manhood. 

Holiness in its best estate is possible only under conditions which make it necessary to meet, resist 
and triumph over temptation. Jesus Himself became our Great High Priest in that, being tempted in 
all points like as we are, He never once yielded, but fought and triumphed (Heb 4:15). 

One must not deceive one's self, however, in thinking that, because by the grace of God one 
may have profit of virtue through temptation as an instrument, all temptation is equally innocent 
and virtuous. It is noticeable in the case of Jesus that His temptation was under the direction of 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians+10:13&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Timothy+6:9&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+10%3A13&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians+10&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+4:1&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1:13&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+4:2&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Thessalonians+3:5&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+2:18&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+4:15&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+1:13&version=NIV


4 
 

the Spirit (Mark 1:12); He Himself did not seek it, nor did He fear it. Temptations encountered in 
this way, the way of duty, the way of the Spirit, alone constitute the true challenge of saintship 
(James 1:12); but it is the mark of an ignoble nature to be perpetually the center of vicious fancies 
and tempers which are not of God but of the devil (James 1:13-15). One may not escape entirely 
such buffetings of faith, but by any sound nature they are easily disposed of. Not so easily 
disposed of are the trials (temptations) to faith through adversity, affliction, trouble (Luke 22:28; 
Acts 20:19; James 1:2; 1 Peter 1:6); and yet there is no lack of evidence to the consoling fact 
that God does not suffer His own to be tempted above what they are able to bear (1 Cor 10:13) 
and that for every crisis His grace will be sufficient (2 Cor 12:8-9). 

An enticement or invitation to sin, with the implied promise of greater good to be derived from 
following the way of disobedience. In this sense, God does not tempt man, nor can He Himself 
as the holy God be tempted (James 1:13). God cannot be induced to deny Himself (2 Tim 2:13). 
The supreme tempter is Satan (Matt 4:3; 1 Cor 7:5; 1 Thess 3:5), who is able to play upon the 
weakness of corrupted human nature (James 1:14) and so to lead people to destruction. 

The gospel of Jesus Christ directs man to resist temptation, promising blessedness to those who 
do (James 1:12). The gospel also directs us to pray for deliverance from exposure to temptation 
and from surrender to it (Matt 6:13; Luke 11:4). The Lord will not allow His people to encounter 
temptation beyond their Spirit-given ability to resist (1 Cor 10:13; 2 Peter 2:9). 

In the Old Testament, temptation can best be understood as testing or proving. The context is 
the covenant relation of mutual love and faithfulness between God and His people. The Lord 
tests Israel to prove the true nature of her faithfulness to Him (Gen 22:1; Deut 8:2,16). His 
purpose is not to induce His people to sin but to confirm their faith (James 1:2-4). As in the case 
of Job, Satan the tempter can serve the Lord's purpose. Satan's temptation of Adam in the 
Garden of Eden was also the Lord's testing of Adam's faith. 

The nation of Israel also "tempts," or tests, the Lord by calling into question the Lord's unswerving 
loyalty to His people (Ex 17:2,7; Ps 78:18,41,56). God has promised to preserve Israel as His 
own everlasting possession, but His righteousness requires that He destroy a rebellious nation. His 
people's disobedience tempts the Lord to break His promise to be their God. 

In the temptation of Jesus (Matt 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-13), Satan enticed the Son of God to forsake 
His messianic commitment. Jesus, however, did not prove to be a disloyal Son. He did not put 
the Lord to the test, or tempt God, like Israel of old. He lives "by every word that proceeds from 
the mouth of God" (Matt 4:4). Having resisted satanic temptation Himself, Christ is able to 
comfort and aid His followers who are tempted in similar fashion (Heb 2:18; 4:15). 

BIBLICAL DETAILS ABOUT TEMPTATION 

The NT assumes that every Christian is destined to undergo temptation, even as Christ did. 
Temptation occurs when Satan uses life’s circumstances to confront people with the opportunity 
to sin, to choose an action that goes against the character and will of God. Temptation focuses 
on causing Christians to fall away from faith in Christ. 

 1. New Testament Terminology 
 2. The General Epistles and Revelation 
 3. Evil Inclination 
 4. Early Church Fathers 

1.  New Testament Terminology. 

The key Greek word that carries the concept of “tempt” in the NT is peirazō. This word describes 
the devil’s approach to Jesus in the wilderness after his baptism (Mt 4:1, 3; Mk 1:13; Lk 4:1, 3, 
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13) but also the predicaments the Pharisees and Sadducees set before Jesus, such as 
demanding a sign from heaven (Mt 16:1; Mk 8:11; Lk 11:16), questioning him about divorce (Mt 
19:3; Mk 10:2), handing him a coin (Mt 22:18; Mk 12:13), pressing him about which is the 
greatest commandment (Mt 22:35) and casting an adulterous woman at his feet (Jn 8:6). Luke 
22:28 uses this word to characterize his entire ministry. 

Satan, though not always named, is assumed to be the tempter or the agent wanting Christians 
to fail and sin (1 Cor 7:5; 1 Thess 3:5; Rev 2:10). However, Paul can characterize Jews as 
tempting him by their plots (Acts 20:19). 

God can be tempted in the sense that his character and will may be challenged, as when Ananias 
and Sapphira tempt the Holy Spirit by lying to the church (Acts 5:9) and when the church is said 
to tempt God by demanding Gentiles be circumcised before they can be Christians (Acts 
15:10).Peirazō most often is used in this pejorative sense. It can, however, convey the sense of 
a test or a trial in which success is likely. Thus before feeding the five thousand Jesus tests 
Philip about acquiring bread (Jn 6:6). James 1:2 speaks of trials as beneficial to Christians. Paul 
encourages believers periodically to test themselves to determine if they are “in the faith” (2 Cor 
13:5). 

Used in this sense, peirazō overlaps in meaning with dokimazō, which means “test” in the sense 
of proving one’s success or worthiness. Deacons must be proved (1 Tim 3:10). Spirits must be 
proved (1 Jn 4:1). Faith must be proved genuine (1 Pet 1:7). After using peirazō initially in 2 
Corinthians 13:5, Paul conveys his hope that believers will not fail their self-examination by using 
dokimazō five times in the next two verses. By definition James 1:12 asserts that one who 
“endures testing” (peirazō) is “proved” (dokimazō). 

2.  The General Epistles and Revelation. 

2.1.  Temptation Expected and Welcomed. 
Because temptation in the form of testing provides opportunity for growth and maturity, James 
1:2 emphasizes that it should be not only expected but also welcomed. This can happen 
“whenever” (hotan) it occurs, and it should be anticipated with “all joy.” James 1:5 assumes that 
wisdom from God is both attained and received during the course of succeeding against trial and 
temptation. According to James 1:12, opportunity to receive “the crown of life” necessarily 
depends not only on experiencing trials and temptations but also on overcoming them. 

1 Peter 1:6–9 underlines the necessity of trials and temptations in believers’ lives. They take 
place “so that your faith might demonstrate itself proved.” Understanding that these experiences 
may be painful, 1 Peter 1:5 speaks of suffering. Yet, precisely because of overcoming challenges 
to faith, 1 Peter 1:8 can anticipate “inexpressible and glorious joy” when Christ is seen face to 
face and fullness of faith culminates in salvation (see 1 Peter). 

2.2.  Identification with Christ. 
The temptation of Christians is connected to the temptation of Christ. 1 Peter 4:12–13 
emphasizes that the Christians’ anticipation of trial and temptation grows out of their identification 
with Christ. “Do not be surprised,” this text says, “at the fiery ordeal to tempt you as a strange 
happening among you; rejoice, because you are sharing in the sufferings of Christ.” Temptation 
desires to derail the divine mission first in Christ, then in Christians and the church. As Christians 
suffer rejection and persecution, they demonstrate their oneness with him. 

Certainly the cross is the focus of Christ’s suffering, as 1 Peter 2:23–24 elaborates. In this 
respect Christ’s temptation to escape from the cross as pictured in the prayer in Gethsemane 
(Mt 26:36–46; Lk 22:39–46) is the ultimate temptation of his human experience. 
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The wilderness temptations (Mt 4:1–11; Mk 1:12–13; Lk 4:1–13) provide a glimpse at this kind 
of unique temptation Christ experienced throughout his ministry in relation to his messianic 
mission. However, Hebrews 4:15 dwells not on the uniqueness of Christ’s temptations but on 
their conformity with the temptations of all God’s people: “He was tempted in every way we are.” 
Christ does not escape any kind of suffering, whether common to humanity or unique to himself. 
He does not have special privileges. As M. Shuster (201) states, he experiences “the needs, 
limitations, and frailties of a human’s body, mind, and circumstances.” 

Jesus’ sinlessness despite the full range of temptations (Heb 4:15), according to Shuster, has 
to do with his ability to face suffering without giving in to the temptation to escape from it. Any 
faltering negates his mission. He stands as a model for Christians in precisely this way. As he 
did, so must Christians remain true to their purpose in God and not give in to the temptation to 
abandon it in the midst of suffering difficulties in life. 

2.3.  Power and Protection. 
Christ not only provides the spiritual strength to overcome temptation but also secures for 
Christians God’s shielding hand from temptation that is greater than their level of maturity. 
Because Christ has experienced the temptations of life, as all humans do, yet never failed to 
obey God and do his will, he has much to teach about overcoming temptation. Christians are 
encouraged to call on Christ for help when temptation to sin becomes irresistible. Hebrews 2:18 
assures the readers, “He is able to help those who are being tempted.” 

As high priest Christ provides direct access to God, whose sovereignty allows him to monitor the 
level of temptations Christians undergo. Christians may confidently expect God “to help us in our 
time of need” (Heb 4:16). The Lord’s rescue of Lot, says 2 Peter 2:9, demonstrates that he “knows 
how to rescue the godly from temptation.” Revelation 3:10 says that because of the church of 
Philadelphia’s endurance, Christ will prevent it from experiencing the temptation that will come upon 
the world. God’s capability of shielding the godly from irresistible temptation is also assumed in the 
request in the Lord’s Prayer (“Lead us not into temptation,” Mt 6:13; Lk 11:4). 

2.4.  Varied Temptations. 
Circumstances that tempt people to sin vary widely and are rarely specified. Instead James 1:2 
speaks of experiencing “many kinds of temptations,” and 1 Peter 1:6 talks of suffering grief “in 
many kinds of temptations.” Most translations correctly translate peirasmos as “trials” in these 
two places because they recognize that each passage has in mind external experiences and 
circumstances. Both passages use peirasmos because they have in mind any number of 
situations, including persecution, that can tempt a person to sin against God and perhaps fall 
from faith. Such situations will vary from one person to another and can only be gauged 
individually as spiritual challenges. 

2.5.  Sources of Temptation. 
Revelation 2:10 names the devil as the source of temptation. Hebrews 11:17 uses peirazō when 
it refers to the time God “tempted” Abraham. James 1:13–15 asserts that the responsibility for 
temptation lies with each individual’s “evil desire.” Can these positions be reconciled? 

James 1:13 asserts: “When tempted, no one should say, ‘God is tempting me.’” The passage 
demands that people take full responsibility for their participation in temptation. It also alerts 
people to the potential danger in compounding their resulting sin by blaming its irresistibility on 
God. The verse supplies two reasons for not blaming God. The second flatly denies the point by 
stating, “He tempts no one.” The first reason varies in translation with the interpreter: “God 
cannot be solicited to evil” (Laws), “God is inexperienced in evil” (Martin), “God should not be 
tested by evil men” (Davids). 
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The interpretive problem revolves around the fact that the word apeirastos (“untempted”) is not 
used anywhere else in the NT or the Septuagint and that the simplest translation, “God is 
untempted by evil,” begs for a specialized sense more related to the point it is supposed to 
support. Although the parallel P. H. Davids draws with Deuteronomy 6:16 is interesting, it is not 
compelling because it places this first reason in disjunction with the second by focusing on the 
person being tempted rather than the character of God. 

Regarding the other two interpretations, it goes without saying that God “cannot be solicited to” 
and is “inexperienced in” evil. Somewhere between these two interpretations most likely lies the 
point. Perhaps James means to assert that God and evil are separate or perhaps more pointedly 
that God is superior to or above evil. If God is so distant from evil as to be untouchable by its 
power, then surely he does not tempt anyone and is rightly affronted by any thought or utterance 
from one being tempted that suggests anything like it. Such a person is truly “doubleminded” or 
“unstable in all he does,” as James 1:8 remarks. 

James 1:14–15 go on to place the blame for temptation and the resulting sin squarely on each 
individual being “attracted” and subsequently caught by the enticing bait offered by his or her 
own “evil desire.” In using the term “evil desire,” James probably depends on rabbinic theology, 
which developed the concept of “evil impulse” as part of the makeup of every human being. Left 
unchecked, this evil impulse leads people into sin (see 3 below). James proceeds to describe 
the process of sin in terms of conception and birth. The evil impulse penetrates the womb and 
fosters a child, who is publicly identified as sin, and this leads to conviction for adultery and the 
punishment of death. The onus of sin lies with each individual, not on God or even on the devil, 
who is carefully ignored in all this. 

Thus it is correct to translate peirazomenos (as in Heb 11:17) as “test,” not “tempt.” God allows 
temptation by the devil but is not associated with it himself. From his perspective it is testing, the 
opportunity to demonstrate endurance and hone maturity in believers. Although the devil is the 
external power involved in temptation, it is the internal source, the uncontrolled evil impulse, that 
provides the transition from temptation to sin. 

2.6.  Sin, Doublemindness and Perfection. 
James 1:8 and James 4:8 introduce the vocabulary of doublemindedness (dipsychos) into the 
biblical picture of temptation and sin. In James 1:8 it is the chief characteristic of a person whose 
prayer God does not answer. Although some scholars (Wolverton) have tried to draw this term 
into the web of Jewish background discussions surrounding evil and good inclination (yeṣer) in 
spiritual battle over a person’s sinful or wise actions, this is inappropriate. For James 
doublemindedness is not a neutral term describing someone on the borderline between 
temptation and sin. Rather doublemindedness describes a sinner who does not trust in God’s 
loving care. In James 4:8 “doubleminded” is used as an alternative way of addressing “sinners” 
who need to repent. “Purify your hearts” indicates that the opposite of doublemindedness is 
singleminded devotion to God as in Deuteronomy 6:5 and as amplified in Jewish literature, 
including Sirach 1:28–29 and Sirach 2:12–14. 

Both 1 Peter 4:1 and 1 John 3:6 apparently contemplate a Christian life free from sin. What do 
the authors mean by that, and does this mean a life free from temptation? Despite the wording 
of “ceases from sin” and “does not sin,” the wider contexts of both books concern themselves 
with the reality of both temptation and sin in the lives of Christians. Although H. Swadling 
dismisses 1 John 3:6 as “polemical” (what his opponents advocated but he vehemently denies), 
V. K. Inman and especially S. Vitrano make a strong case for John’s intending to separate the 
rebellious attitude of the worldly from the believer’s orientation to sin. Regarding 1 Peter 4:1, I. 
Blazen’s assessment (41) is similar when he says, “At rock-bottom, ceasing from sin has to do 
with the putting away of the old vices of pagan society.” Ultimately the point of these passages 
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is that a Christian never considers sin in his or her life acceptable. Sin is always at odds with the 
new sin-free life purchased with the blood of Christ. 

So sin and its forerunner, temptation, remain real for the believer. Yet they should not be viewed 
as synonymous. Temptation is not sin. Recognition of temptation to sin is the essential spiritual 
function for ultimately choosing to follow God’s way and not sin. Thus Jesus can be tempted and 
not sin. The truth of this is identifiable only because he was tempted. 

3.  Evil Inclination. 

Most scholars consider the use of “evil desire” in James 1:14 the clearest example in the NT of 
yēṣer (“inclination”) theology developed in Jewish extrabiblical literature. The starting point for 
this development, as F. C. Porter observed, is Genesis 6:5 and Genesis 8:21, both of which use 
yēṣer to grasp the tendency of humans to rebel against God, a state for which we are culpable. 
Later biblical texts, such as 1 Chronicles 28:9, 1 Chronicles 29:18 and Isaiah 26:3, use yēṣer 
not only assuming its innateness but also conceiving the possibility of a good yēṣer. 

A key transition reference from the OT and James, as J. Marcus and others note, is Sirach 
15:11–20. In this passage yēṣer becomes the buffer between humans’ capacity for sin, which 
comes from being made in God’s image, and humans’ responsibility for sin, which comes from 
their own choice to follow their yēṣer. Yēṣer may be the vehicle for sin, but it is not sin itself. The 
domination of yēṣer can be diminished, according to Sirach 21:11, only by the observing the law. 

Considerable excitement stirred among scholars when yēṣer ideas were found in the Qumran 
literature (Flusser, Kuhn, Murphy, Seitz, Malina). Numerous instances of the word occur in the 
primary sources. Most of these, as noted by Marcus, associate yēṣer with evil: a trait of the flesh 
(1QH 10:23), desire for wealth (1QH 10:22), lustful eyes (CD 2:16), something to be circumcised 
(1QS 5:3–7) and the opposite of following God in all his ways (CD 2:14–15). Occasionally good 
or “steadfast” yēṣer is linked with concern for the poor, slowness in anger and wisdom (1QH 
1:34–37) and standing up for faith in God (1QS 8:3). Marcus notes the startling similarities to 
concerns in James (Jas 1:5, 19; 2:1–7) at this point and in CD 3:2–3, where Abraham (Jas 2:23) 
is singled out as being a friend of God because “he kept the commandments of God and did not 
choose the will of his own spirit,” presumably in the sense that he successfully resisted his evil 
yēṣer. 

The direct association of “desire” (epithymia) and yēṣer (“evil inclination”), though noted in one 
Qumran passage (1QH 10:23) by D. Flusser (which he connects to Gal 5:16), becomes more 
evident in Philo. Among other passages in Philo, Marcus mentions De Specialibus Legibus 
4.15.85, in which Philo names desire as the originator of evil, and De Decalogo 28.150, in which 
Philo compares desire to the creeping sickness that spreads throughout the body. 

Although Philo usually uses diaboulion (“deliberation”) to translate yēṣer from Hebrew, the terms 
can overlap, as when Testament of the Twelve Patriarchs uses both diaboulion and epithymia 
(“desire”) in conjunction with sexual sin (T. Jud. 11:1; 14:3). 

Rabbinic literature further develops yēṣer ideas in its tendency to personify evil yēṣer and use it 
in place of the name of Satan (b. Sukk. 52; b. B. Bat. 16). Other passages (b. Sabb. 146; b. 
Yebam. 10:36) indicate that evil yēṣer came into humanity as a result of intercourse between 
Eve and the serpent. Yet in other references, as in Sirach, God himself creates evil yēṣer (Gen. 
Rab. 9:7; b. Yoma 69). The concept of two hearts is also associated with an evil and a good 
yēṣer (Midrash Tehillin, Ps 14:1, explaining 1 Chron 28:9; b. Ber. 9:5). 

Despite the significance of yēṣer in Jewish literature for understanding James, it should be noted, 
as Marcus emphasizes, that although reference to evil yeṣer seems clear in James 1:14–15 and 
James 4:5, no specific reference to good yēṣer is present. 
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4.  Early Church Fathers. 
4.1.  Continuity.  
In the early church fathers (see Apostolic Fathers) it is still assumed that not even Christians 
pursuing righteousness escape temptation and that the “engines of the devil” are the source of 
temptation (2 Clem. 18.2). “Lead us not into temptation” remains a byword for seeking God’s 
protection over and monitoring of temptation (Did. 8.2; Pol. Phil. 7.2). Yet testing continues to be 
viewed as a means of purification for the next age, even as fire purifies gold (Herm. Vis. 4.3.4). 

Influence of good and evil yē concepts may be observed particularly in Hermas Mandates, which 
can speak interchangeably of “two angels” (Herm. Man. 6–7), “two spirits” (Herm. Man. 5.2), “the 
desire of the devil” and “the desire of righeousness” (Herm. Man. 12), and of being filled with “the 
devil’s spirit” and “the Divine Spirit” (Herm. Man. 11), as O. J. F. Seitz observes. It is less certain 
that Barnabas 18.1-2, when it refers to “two ways of doctrine,” or Didache 1.1, when it speaks of 
“two ways, one of life and one of death,” can be linked to Jewish yē theology. In 2 Clement 17.3 
the power of desire continues to be a chief culprit in turning temptation into sin. Much as James 
tags evil desire (Jas 4:2–3) and doublemindedness (Jas 1:6–8) as impediments to successful 
prayer, so also Hermas Mandate 9.7 labels temptation as an interference. 

4.2.  Testing Prophets. 
In this postapostolic period concern for proving the genuineness of church leaders (Did. 12.1; 
15.1, 1 Clem. 42.4), especially prophets (Did. 11.1, 7), increases dramatically. Hermas Mandate 
11 provides lengthy commentary on how to “test the life” of those claiming to be prophets to 
determine if they truly have the “Divine Spirit.” 1 Clement 44.2 determines that after the apostles 
fall asleep, other “proven men” should succeed them. A  “proven spirit” is the mark of a mature 
believer in Hermas Vision 1.2.4. 

4.3.  God’s Judgment and the Angel of the Lord. 
In Hermas testing by God takes a negative turn implying judgment and appears to have been 
turned over to the angel of the Lord. Those who escape the Shepherd’s examination “I will try at 
the altar,” says the angel of the Lord (Herm. Sim. 8.2.5). The tower (an image of the church) 
awaits completion until the Lord comes to test for the decayed stones, which he will remove 
(Herm. Sim. 9.5.2). In Hermas Similitude 7.1, Hermas is informed that his afflictions occur 
because “the glorious angel” intends to bring not Hermas but his household to repentance. 

TEMPATION AS A TEST 

Genesis 22:1-14: 

1 Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” 

“Here I am,” he replied. 

2 Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—and go to the region 
of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on a mountain I will show you.” 

3 Early the next morning Abraham got up and loaded his donkey. He took with him two of his 
servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for 
the place God had told him about. 4 On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in 
the distance. 5 He said to his servants, “Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over 
there. We will worship and then we will come back to you.” 

6 Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself 
carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together, 7 Isaac spoke up and said to 
his father Abraham, “Father?”                                                                                                                                        
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“Yes, my son?” Abraham replied. 

“The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?” 

8 Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” And the 
two of them went on together. 

9 When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and 
arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 
10 Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. 11 But the angel of the LORD 
called out to him from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!” 

“Here I am,” he replied. 

12 “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear 
God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.” 

13 Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and 
took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called that 
place The LORD Will Provide. And to this day it is said, “On the mountain of the LORD it will be 
provided.” 

Deuteronomy 8:2: 

2 Remember how the LORD your God led you all the way in the wilderness these forty years, to 
humble and test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his 
commands. 

Deuteronomy 13:1-3: [Worshiping Other Gods] 

1 If a prophet, or one who foretells by dreams, appears among you and announces to you a sign 
or wonder, 2 and if the sign or wonder spoken of takes place, and the prophet says, “Let us follow 
other gods” (gods you have not known) “and let us worship them,” 3 you must not listen to the 
words of that prophet or dreamer. The LORD your God is testing you to find out whether you love 
him with all your heart and with all your soul.  

2 Chronicles 32:31: 

31 But when envoys were sent by the rulers of Babylon to ask him about the miraculous sign that 
had occurred in the land, God left him to test him and to know everything that was in his heart. 

Job 1:8-22: 

8 Then the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job? There is no one on earth 
like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil.” 

9 “Does Job fear God for nothing?” Satan replied. 10 “Have you not put a hedge around him and 
his household and everything he has? You have blessed the work of his hands, so that his flocks 
and herds are spread throughout the land. 11 But now stretch out your hand and strike everything 
he has, and he will surely curse you to your face.” 

12 The LORD said to Satan, “Very well, then, everything he has is in your power, but on the man 
himself do not lay a finger.” 

Then Satan went out from the presence of the LORD. 

13 One day when Job’s sons and daughters were feasting and drinking wine at the oldest 
brother’s house, 14 a messenger came to Job and said, “The oxen were plowing and the donkeys 
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were grazing nearby, 15 and the Sabeans attacked and made off with them. They put the servants 
to the sword, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!” 

16 While he was still speaking, another messenger came and said, “The fire of God fell from the 
heavens and burned up the sheep and the servants, and I am the only one who has escaped to 
tell you!” 

17 While he was still speaking, another messenger came and said, “The Chaldeans formed three 
raiding parties and swept down on your camels and made off with them. They put the servants 
to the sword, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!” 

18 While he was still speaking, yet another messenger came and said, “Your sons and daughters 
were feasting and drinking wine at the oldest brother’s house, 19 when suddenly a mighty wind 
swept in from the desert and struck the four corners of the house. It collapsed on them and they 
are dead, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!” 

20 At this, Job got up and tore his robe and shaved his head. Then he fell to the ground in worship 
21 and said: 

“Naked I came from my mother’s womb,and naked I will depart.The LORD gave and the LORD 
has taken away;may the name of the LORD be praised.” 

22 In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing. 

RESISTANCE TO TEMPTATION 

Genesis 39:7-10: 

7 and after a while his master’s wife took notice of Joseph and said, “Come to bed with me!” 

8 But he refused. “With me in charge,” he told her, “my master does not concern himself with 
anything in the house; everything he owns he has entrusted to my care. 9 No one is greater in 
this house than I am. My master has withheld nothing from me except you, because you are his 
wife. How then could I do such a wicked thing and sin against God?” 10 And though she spoke 
to Joseph day after day, he refused to go to bed with her or even be with her. 

Nehemiah 4:9: 

9 But we prayed to our God and posted a guard day and night to meet this threat. 

Job 31:1: 

1 “I made a covenant with my eyes not to look lustfully at a young woman 

Job 31:5-17: 

5 “If I have walked with falsehood or my foot has hurried after deceit—6 let God weigh me in 
honest scales and he will know that I am blameless—7 if my steps have turned from the path if 
my heart has been led by my eyes, or if my hands have been defiled,8 then may others eat what 
I have sown, and may my crops be uprooted. 

9 “If my heart has been enticed by a woman, or if I have lurked at my neighbor’s door, 10 then 
may my wife grind another man’s grain, and may other men sleep with her. 11 For that would 
have been wicked, a sin to be judged. 12 It is a fire that burns to Destruction; it would have 
uprooted my harvest. 

13 “If I have denied justice to any of my servants, whether male or female, when they had a 
grievance against me, 14 what will I do when God confronts me? What will I answer when called 
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to account? 15 Did not he who made me in the womb make them? Did not the same one form us 
both within our mothers? 

16 “If I have denied the desires of the poor or let the eyes of the widow grow weary, 17 if I have 
kept my bread to myself, not sharing it with the fatherless— 

Job 31:19-34: 

19 if I have seen anyone perishing for lack of clothing, or the needy without garments, 
20 and their hearts did not bless me for warming them with the fleece from my sheep, 
21 if I have raised my hand against the fatherless,  knowing that I had influence in court, 
22 then let my arm fall from the shoulder, let it be broken off at the joint. 23 For I dreaded 
destruction from God, and for fear of his splendor I could not do such things. 

24 “If I have put my trust in gold or said to pure gold, ‘You are my security,’ 25 if I have rejoiced 
over my great wealth, the fortune my hands had gained, 26 if I have regarded the sun in its 
radiance or the moon moving in splendor, 27 so that my heart was secretly enticed and my hand 
offered them a kiss of homage, 28 then these also would be sins to be judged, for I would have 
been unfaithful to God on high. 

29 “If I have rejoiced at my enemy’s misfortune or gloated over the trouble that came to him— 30 I 
have not allowed my mouth to sin by invoking a curse against their life— 31 if those of my 
household have never said, ‘Who has not been filled with Job’s meat?’— 32 but no stranger had 
to spend the night in the street, for my door was always open to the traveler— 33 if I have 
concealed my sin as people do, by hiding my guilt in my heart 34 because I so feared the crowd 
and so dreaded the contempt of the clans that I kept silent and would not go outside— 

Job 31:38-40; 

38 “if my land cries out against me and all its furrows are wet with tears, 39 if I have devoured its 
yield without payment or broken the spirit of its tenants, 40 then let briers come up instead of 
wheat and stinkweed instead of barley.” The words of Job are ended. 

Psalm 1:1-6: 

1 Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked or stand in the way that sinners 
take or sit in the company of mockers 2 but whose delight is in the law of the LORD, and who 
meditates on his law day and night. 3 That person is like a tree planted by streams of water, 
which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither— whatever they do prospers. 

4 Not so the wicked! They are like chaff that the wind blows away. 5 Therefore the wicked will  not 
stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous. 

6 For the LORD watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked leads to 
destruction. 

PRAYER AGAINST BEING LED INTO 
Matthew 6:13: 

13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.’ 

 YIELDING TO TEMPTATION 

Genesis 3:1-19 [Adam and Eve - The Fall] 

1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He 
said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 
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2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but God did 
say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not 
touch it, or you will die.’” 

4 “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5 “For God knows that when you eat 
from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 

6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also 
desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who 
was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they 
were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves. 

8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden 
in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the 
LORD God called to the man, “Where are you?” 

10 He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.” 

11 And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I 
commanded you not to eat from?” 

12 The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and 
I ate it.” 

13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” 

The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 

14 So the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, “Cursed are you above 
all livestock and all wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days 
of your life. 15 And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and 
hers; he will crush your head and you will strike his heel.” 

16 To the woman he said, “I will make your pains in childbearing very severe; with painful labor 
you will give birth to children. Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you.” 

17 To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate fruit from the tree about which I 
commanded you, ‘You must not eat from it,’ 

“Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat food from it all the days of 
your life. 18 It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field  
19 By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from it 
you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return.” 

Genesis 12:13 [Sarah, to lie]: 

13 Say you are my sister, so that I will be treated well for your sake and my life will be spared 
because of you.” 

Genesis 18:13-15: 

13 Then the LORD said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Will I really have a child, now 
that I am old?’ 14 Is anything too hard for the LORD? I will return to you at the appointed time next 
year, and Sarah will have a son.” 

15 Sarah was afraid, so she lied and said, “I did not laugh.” 

But he said, “Yes, you did laugh.” 
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Genesis 20:13: 

13 And when God had me wander from my father’s household, I said to her, ‘This is how you can 
show your love to me: Everywhere we go, say of me, “He is my brother.”’” 

Genesis 26:7 [Isaac, to lie]: 

7 When the men of that place asked him about his wife, he said, “She is my sister,” because he 
was afraid to say, “She is my wife.” He thought, “The men of this place might kill me on account 
of Rebekah, because she is beautiful.” 

Genesis 27:6-13 [Jacob, to defraud Esau]: 

6 Rebekah said to her son Jacob, “Look, I overheard your father say to your brother Esau, 7 ‘Bring 
me some game and prepare me some tasty food to eat, so that I may give you my blessing in 
the presence of the LORD before I die.’ 8 Now, my son, listen carefully and do what I tell you: 9 Go 
out to the flock and bring me two choice young goats, so I can prepare some tasty food for your 
father, just the way he likes it. 10 Then take it to your father to eat, so that he may give you his 
blessing before he dies.” 

11 Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, “But my brother Esau is a hairy man while I have smooth 
skin. 12 What if my father touches me? I would appear to be tricking him and would bring down 
a curse on myself rather than a blessing.” 

13 His mother said, “My son, let the curse fall on me. Just do what I say; go and get them for me.” 

Numbers 22:15-22 [Balaam & His Donkey]: 

15 Then Balak sent other officials, more numerous and more distinguished than the first. 16 They 
came to Balaam and said: 

“This is what Balak son of Zippor says: Do not let anything keep you from coming to me, 
17 because I will reward you handsomely and do whatever you say. Come and put a curse on 
these people for me.” 

18 But Balaam answered them, “Even if Balak gave me all the silver and gold in his palace, I 
could not do anything great or small to go beyond the command of the LORD my God. 19 Now 
spend the night here so that I can find out what else the LORD will tell me.” 

20 That night God came to Balaam and said, “Since these men have come to summon you, go 
with them, but do only what I tell you.” 

21 Balaam got up in the morning, saddled his donkey and went with the Moabite officials. 22 But 
God was very angry when he went, and the angel of the LORD stood in the road to oppose him. 
Balaam was riding on his donkey, and his two servants were with him.  

2 Peter 2:15: 

15 They have left the straight way and wandered off to follow the way of Balaam son of Bezer, 
who loved the wages of wickedness.  

Joshua 7:21 [Achan]: 

21 When I saw in the plunder a beautiful robe from Babylonia, two hundred shekels of silver and 
a bar of gold weighing fifty shekels, I coveted them and took them. They are hidden in the ground 
inside my tent, with the silver underneath.” 
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2 Samuel 11:2-5 [David, to commit adultery]: 

2 One evening David got up from his bed and walked around on the roof of the palace. From the 
roof he saw a woman bathing. The woman was very beautiful, 3 and David sent someone to find 
out about her. The man said, “She is Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah the 
Hittite.” 4 Then David sent messengers to get her. She came to him, and he slept with her. (Now 
she was purifying herself from her monthly uncleanness.) Then she went back home. 5 The 
woman conceived and sent word to David, saying, “I am pregnant.” 

2 Kings 11:4 [Solomon, to become an idolater through the influences of his wives]: 

4 In the seventh year Jehoiada sent for the commanders of units of a hundred, the Carites and 
the guards and had them brought to him at the temple of the LORD. He made a covenant with 
them and put them under oath at the temple of the LORD. Then he showed them the king’s son.  

Nehemiah 13:26: 

26 Was it not because of marriages like these that Solomon king of Israel sinned? Among the 
many nations there was no king like him. He was loved by his God, and God made him king over 
all Israel, but even he was led into sin by foreign women.  

1 Kings 13:11-19 [The prophet of Judah]: 

11 Now there was a certain old prophet living in Bethel, whose sons came and told him all that 
the man of God had done there that day. They also told their father what he had said to the king. 
12 Their father asked them, “Which way did he go?” And his sons showed him which road the 
man of God from Judah had taken. 13 So he said to his sons, “Saddle the donkey for me.” And 
when they had saddled the donkey for him, he mounted it 14 and rode after the man of God. He 
found him sitting under an oak tree and asked, “Are you the man of God who came from Judah?” 

“I am,” he replied. 

15 So the prophet said to him, “Come home with me and eat.” 

16 The man of God said, “I cannot turn back and go with you, nor can I eat bread or drink water 
with you in this place. 17 I have been told by the word of the LORD: ‘You must not eat bread or 
drink water there or return by the way you came.’” 

18 The old prophet answered, “I too am a prophet, as you are. And an angel said to me by the 
word of the LORD: ‘Bring him back with you to your house so that he may eat bread and drink 
water.’” (But he was lying to him.) 19 So the man of God returned with him and ate and drank in 
his house. 

1 Kings 20:12-20 [Hezekiah & Ahab Defeats Ben-Hadad]: 

12 Ben-Hadad heard this message while he and the kings were drinking in their tents, and he 
ordered his men: “Prepare to attack.” So they prepared to attack the city. 

13 Meanwhile a prophet came to Ahab king of Israel and announced, “This is what the LORD says: 
‘Do you see this vast army? I will give it into your hand today, and then you will know that I am 
the LORD.’” 

14 “But who will do this?” asked Ahab. 

The prophet replied, “This is what the LORD says: ‘The junior officers under the provincial 
commanders will do it.’” 

“And who will start the battle?” he asked. The prophet answered, “You will.” 
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15 So Ahab summoned the 232 junior officers under the provincial commanders. Then he 
assembled the rest of the Israelites, 7,000 in all. 16 They set out at noon while Ben-Hadad and 
the 32 kings allied with him were in their tents getting drunk. 17 The junior officers under the 
provincial commanders went out first. 

Now Ben-Hadad had dispatched scouts, who reported, “Men are advancing from Samaria.” 

18 He said, “If they have come out for peace, take them alive; if they have come out for war, take 
them alive.” 19 The junior officers under the provincial commanders marched out of the city with the 
army behind them 20 and each one struck down his opponent. At that, the Arameans fled, with the 
Israelites in pursuit. But Ben-Hadad king of Aram escaped on horseback.  

Isaiah 39:1-4 [Envoys From Babylo]: 

1 At that time Marduk-Baladan son of Baladan king of Babylon sent Hezekiah letters and a gift, 
because he had heard of his illness and recovery. 2 Hezekiah received the envoys gladly and 
showed them what was in his storehouses—the silver, the gold, the spices, the fine olive oil—
his entire armory and everything found among his treasures. There was nothing in his palace or 
in all his kingdom that Hezekiah did not show them. 

3 Then Isaiah the prophet went to King Hezekiah and asked, “What did those men say, and 
where did they come from?” 

“From a distant land,” Hezekiah replied. “They came to me from Babylon.” 

4 The prophet asked, “What did they see in your palace?” 

“They saw everything in my palace,” Hezekiah said. “There is nothing among my treasures that 
I did not show them.” 

Isaiah 39:6: 

6 The time will surely come when everything in your palace, and all that your predecessors have 
stored up until this day, will be carried off to Babylon. Nothing will be left, says the LORD 

Isaiah 39:7: 

7 And some of your descendants, your own flesh and blood who will be born to you, will be taken 
away, and they will become eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon.” 

Peter 

Matthew 26:69-74 [Peter Disowns Jesus]: 

69 Now Peter was sitting out in the courtyard, and a servant girl came to him. “You also were with 
Jesus of Galilee,” she said. 

70 But he denied it before them all. “I don’t know what you’re talking about,” he said. 

71 Then he went out to the gateway, where another servant girl saw him and said to the people 
there, “This fellow was with Jesus of Nazareth.” 

72 He denied it again, with an oath: “I don’t know the man!” 

73 After a little while, those standing there went up to Peter and said, “Surely you are one of them; 
your accent gives you away.” 

74 Then he began to call down curses, and he swore to them, “I don’t know the man!” Immediately 
a rooster crowed.  
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Mark 14:67-71: 

67 When she saw Peter warming himself, she looked closely at him. “You also were with that 
Nazarene, Jesus,” she said. 

68 But he denied it. “I don’t know or understand what you’re talking about,” he said, and went out 
into the entryway. 

69 When the servant girl saw him there, she said again to those standing around, “This fellow is 
one of them.” 70 Again he denied it. After a little while, those standing near said to Peter, “Surely 
you are one of them, for you are a Galilean.” 

71 He began to call down curses, and he swore to them, “I don’t know this man you’re talking about.” 

Luke 22:55-60: 

55 And when some there had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and had sat down 
together, Peter sat down with them. 56 A servant girl saw him seated there in the firelight. She 
looked closely at him and said, “This man was with him.” 

57 But he denied it. “Woman, I don’t know him,” he said. 

58 A little later someone else saw him and said, “You also are one of them.” 

“Man, I am not!” Peter replied. 

59 About an hour later another asserted, “This fellow was with him, for he is a Galilean.” 

60 Peter replied, “I don’t know what you’re talking about!” As he was speaking, the rooster crowed.  

YOUR THOUGHTS ABOUT TEMPTATION 

1. What thoughts and images come to mind when you think of the word temptation? 

2. what do you believe is the best definition for the word temptation. In what ways, if any, would you 
distinguish this term from the words trial and testing? 

3.Discuss how the following verses relate to temptation. Take a fresh look at each passage, 
searching especially for; 

a.  (a) God's commands and standards to keep,  
b. (b) someone's example to learn from,  
c. (c) a promise from God to believe,  
d. (d) a warning to heed, or  
e. (e) a challenge to face. 

4.What vital, fundamental principles can you see in the previous passages which are consistent with 
other Scriptures you know)? 

5.Answer these questions, especially in light of what you've observed in the passages above: (a) 
What does God want me to understand most about Himself? (b) What does God want me to 
understand most about others? (c) What does God want me to understand most about myself? And 
in light of all this, what would He have me do? 
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