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THE GRACE OF GOD 
DICTIONARY DEFINITIONS 

1. Seemingly effortless beauty or charm of movement, form, or proportion. 
2. A characteristic or quality pleasing for its charm or refinement. 
3. A sense of fitness or propriety. 
4. A disposition to be generous or helpful; goodwill; Mercy; clemency. 
5. A favor rendered by one who need not do so; indulgence. 
6. A temporary immunity or exemption; a reprieve. 
7. Christianity 

a. Divine favor bestowed freely on people, as in granting redemption from sin. 
b. The state of having received such favor. 
c. An excellence or power granted by God. 

20 INSPIRATIONAL BIBLE VERSES ABOUT GRACE 

Grace means to get something that you do not deserve; unmerited favor.  Mercy means you do 
not get a punishment that you deserve; compassion, forbearance. God is abundant in grace and 
mercy. His greatest act of grace is the gift of salvation that is available for all people through faith 
(Eph 2:8-9).  When the gift is accepted, eternal life is promised to the recipient. This eternal life 
is a promise of a home one day in heaven with God. The promise to the believer is sealed with 
the Holy Spirit as a guarantee that one day Jesus the Christ will return to earth to claim His 
purchased possession (Eph 1:12-14; 4:30). Jesus purchased every sinner with His own blood 
on the cross at Calvary. 

Finding Grace 

Jeremiah 31:2-3 2 This is what the LORD says: “The people who survive the sword will find favor 
[grace] in the wilderness; I will come to give rest to Israel.” 3 The LORD appeared to us in the 
past, saying: “I have loved you with an everlasting love; I have drawn you with unfailing kindness. 

Hebrews 4:16 16 Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may 
receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need 

Powerful Grace 

2 Corinthians 12:8-9 8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. 9 But he 
said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore 
I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me.  

John 1:14 14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, 
the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

Acts 4:33 33 With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus. And God’s grace was so powerfully at work in them all. 

Acts 6:8 8 Now Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power, performed great wonders and 
signs among the people. 

Acts 11:22-24 22 News of this reached the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to 
Antioch. 23 When he arrived and saw what the grace of God had done, he was glad and 
encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord with all their hearts. 24 He was a good man, full 
of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a great number of people were brought to the Lord. 

http://www.whatchristianswanttoknow.com/15-inspirational-psalms-about-mercy/
http://www.whatchristianswanttoknow.com/bible-verses-about-faith-20-popular-scripture-quotes/
http://www.whatchristianswanttoknow.com/20-popular-bible-verses-about-life/
http://www.whatchristianswanttoknow.com/bible-verses-about-heaven-15-scripture-quotes/
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Acts 14:1-3 1 At Iconium Paul and Barnabas went as usual into the Jewish synagogue. There 
they spoke so effectively that a great number of Jews and Greeks believed. 2 But the Jews who 
refused to believe stirred up the other Gentiles and poisoned their minds against the brothers. 
3 So Paul and Barnabas spent considerable time there, speaking boldly for the Lord, who 
confirmed the message of his grace by enabling them to perform signs and wonders. 

Receiving Grace 

John 1:15-17 15 (John [the Baptist] testified concerning [Jesus]. He cried out, saying, “This is the 
one I spoke about when I said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was 
before me.’”) 16 Out of his fullness we have all received grace in place of grace already given. 
17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 

Acts 20:32 32 “Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up 
and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 

Romans 1:1-5 1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the 
gospel of God— 2 the gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures 
3 regarding his Son, who as to his earthly life was a descendant of David, 4 and who through the 
Spirit of holiness was appointed the Son of God in power by his resurrection from the dead: 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 5 Through him we received grace and apostleship to call all the Gentiles 
to the obedience that comes from faith for his name’s sake.  

Hebrews 12:15 15 See to it that no one falls short of the grace of God and that no bitter root 
grows up to cause trouble and defile many. 

1 Peter 5:10 10 And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you 
have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. 

Grace: A Gift Eternal 

Romans 3:20-24 20 Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God’s sight by the works of 
the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of our sin. 21 But now apart from the law 
the righteousness of God has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. 
22 This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no 
difference between Jew and Gentile, 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
24 and all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 

Romans 4:15-17 15 The law brings wrath. And where there is no law there is no transgression. 
16 Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be guaranteed to all. 

Romans 5:1-2 1 Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in 
which we now stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of God.  

Romans 5:12, 15-17, 20-21 [Death Through Adam, Life Through Christ] 12 Therefore, just as sin 
entered the world through one person, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all 
people, because all sinned— 15 But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the 
trespass of the one person, how much more did God’s grace and the gift that came by the grace 
of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many! 16 …the gift followed many trespasses and 
brought justification. 17 …how much more will those who receive God’s abundant provision of 
grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ! 20 Where 
sin increased, grace increased all the more, 21 so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace 
might reign through righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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Ephesians 2:4-9 4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive 
with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 
6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 
7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed 
in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—
and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 

What is Grace? 

8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the 
gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. (Ephesians 2:8-9) 

The concept of grace was not only foreign in the ancient world, even in today's world nearly all 
religions are focused on human effort to gain God's favor. When Jesus came into the world, and 
loved the world, and died for the whole world, mankind not only did not fully understand what really 
took place, but in fact had no idea the extent of God's love toward sinners. Only in the writings of the 
New Testament can we possibly know the true meaning of salvation... Jesus Christ, Almighty God 
clothed in human flesh came to the world to pay the ultimate price for man's redemption. Yet it 
was in the writings of Paul the apostle that the concept of "saved by grace" was taught and 
strategically chosen as the summary of his whole message about the gospel of Jesus Christ.  

The word grace was a very common word in the Greek language, it was the word "charis", and 
in the Greek world it conveyed something beautiful or charming that was used to win someone's 
favor. Other times it was used to show kindness and give favor to someone who was inferior or 
less fortunate and unable to repay. It is also interesting that the person who was receiving this 
act of kindness would respond by using the same word "charis" as an expression of thanksgiving 
for the favor given. The New Testament uses this word and especially the apostle Paul to convey 
the idea of God's love toward sinners, and that His salvation is an act of kindness, that could 
never be repaid. A free gift that could never be earned, and could only be received by truly 
believing with your whole heart and life, this was the central and core message of Christianity.  

"For if through the offence of one many be dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by 
grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many." (Romans 5:15) 

If we were to summarize the thoughts and teachings of Paul the apostle, who was God's chosen 
instrument to bring the gospel of grace to the whole world, the summary might be as follows. 
Salvation is entirely God's work, and Grace is God's act of kindness, his loving act of kindness 
to bring that salvation freely to anyone who does not deserve it. God chose to save mankind 
through the incarnate Jesus Christ, "the image of the invisible God" (Colossians 1:15), and it was 
through Jesus Christ that God did everything that was needed all by himself to restore every 
problem that existed between God and man, and to create that new life that all mankind so 
yearns for, a relationship with the living God. 

" it is by grace you have been saved." (Ephesians 2:5) 

" 11 For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people." (Titus 2:11) 

Salvation is entirely the work of God, no man is strong enough to save himself, and the word 
grace excludes any possibility whatsoever for man to boast, or to glory in himself, or to glory in 
his works, for the only proper glory or boasting are in the Lord Jesus Christ and the salvation 
that God wrought himself for all mankind. 

" 14 May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ." (Galatians 6:14) 

Paul's message is that God's great gift which is called "salvation" is by grace alone, unmerited 
favor. Every man and every woman is invited to receive this gift, and there are many promises 
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of rewards that God is offering: a new life, spiritual rebirth, forgiveness, acceptance, cleansing 
of every sin past present and future, sanctification, adoption, a future glorified body, heaven and 
eternal life, fellowship and marriage with the life giver, empowerment to God’s grace. It is all a 
gift offered as a promise from God, all by grace. 

" 7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, 
expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus." (Ephesians 2:7) 

Read carefully Paul the Apostle's prayer: 

" 18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope 
to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, 19 and his 
incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is the same as the mighty strength 
20 he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the 
heavenly realms," (Ephesians 1:18-20) 

Devotional Answer 

Grace is by definition the favor of God which we cannot earn. It is a gift.  

Everyone reading this is benefiting from God's grace. Your heart is beating. Your lungs are 
breathing. You are thinking and reasoning. You have a will and can choose. You were given a 
body and if it is in reasonably good health you can simply will to move it where you want and 
accomplish what you want. If you look at your hands and see them open and close, grasp, 
create, this is awesome! King David exclaimed, " 4 I praise you because I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well.” (Psalm 139:14) We did not 
create ourselves and we did not give ourselves life. No one owed us this life. Yet we live. We 
seem to take this all for granted but existence itself is phenomenal! We are all a miraculous 
grace gift from God living in His universe! We are surrounded and bathing in the grace of God.  

This is not the whole story. There is much mystery and pain in our existence as well. We did not 
choose the circumstances in which we were born. Few of us have had a perfect upbringing. 
Many of us in this world have experienced trauma and tragedy in our lifetimes. And we will all 
one day die. Yet even in trouble, God's grace shines all the more.  

"But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us." (Romans 5:8)  

"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him." (John 3:16,17)  

" 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is 
the gift of God. (Ephesians 2:8)  

GRACE OF GOD IN BIBLE TRUTH 

What is the "TRUE" grace of God? The majority of professing Christians in the world today do 
not understand the true meaning of God's grace. Many believe that the grace of God is this big 
'cover up'. That all you need to do is believe in Jesus and your sins will be covered over and it 
doesn't matter if you continue to walk in sin, because you are now "under grace not law". A 
pastor preached at a local non-denominational church, and he was telling the people that even if 
they fall away into a sinful life again and stop living for Christ, their salvation is still sure! This is a 
teaching straight from Satan himself and so so dangerous. Look at what Paul said to the Corinthian 
Church: As God’s co-workers, we urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain. (2 Corinthians 6:1) 

http://biblestudyquestions.info/what-is-grace.html#Heart%20Message%20about%20Grace
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Do you see what the apostle Paul is saying there? He is talking to the Church in Corinth. He is 
talking to people who profess to have turned to Jesus, but he is PLEADING with them not to 
receive the grace of God in vain. Why? Because although they have accepted Jesus into their 
lives, they are still walking in sin!! And this is the very state of the majority of churches today! 
And why is Paul 'pleading' with the church? Because if they receive the grace of God in vain, 
then in reality, they are not under grace at all, but still under sin! 

The reason this is such a misunderstood issue is because people believe that once they are 
justified, then they are saved and there is nothing more to do. This is only partly true, because 
although there is nothing else that WE can do OURSELVES to ADD to the saving work of Christ 
Jesus. If we truly accept what our Lord and Saviour has done for us in taking away our sins and 
saving us from certain death, then we should WANT to do good works for Him, not because 
those works will help save us, but because we ARE saved. Many Christians ignore the work of 
'sanctification' which Jesus performs in us, as we put off the 'old man' and 'walk in the Spirit', in 
newness of life. They believe that once they are justified, they can sit back, continuing to live a 
worldly life. This is the danger of the once saved always saved doctrine. "Hey I'm saved right, 
and nothing can undo that! Well, I may as well enjoy my life here too!" In no way is this true! 

25 Anyone who loves their life will lose it, while anyone who hates their life in this world will keep 
it for eternal life. (John 12:25) 

19 If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the 
world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you. (John 15:19) 

15 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is 
not in them' (1 John 2:15) 

Another word of sanctification is 'holiness', to be set apart for holy work, which is what Jesus 
does in us as we walk with Him. Let me just quickly explain the two elements of justification and 
sanctification. Justification is when a person comes to the Lord Jesus Christ in faith, accepts our 
Lord into his life and repents of his sins. At that moment, that person is made righteous through 
the blood of Jesus, receives the grace of God and is justified in the sight of God. God looks at that 
person through Christ and we APPEAR righteous through Him. Now sanctification is an ongoing 
process in that person’s life, of turning away from sin and becoming holy and perfect through the 
power of the indwelling Holy Spirit. To be sanctified is to be set apart, to separate one's self from 
the things of the world, and from sin and to become holy, which Jesus Christ performs in us. 

10 By that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
14 By one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being made holy. (Hebrews 10:10,14) 

Now take a look at what Paul says in Hebrews: 

14 Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; without holiness no one will see 
the Lord.' (Hebrews 12:14) 

Do you see what Paul is saying here? Make EVERY EFFORT to be holy! Does that sound like 
we have a part to play in this process? Of course! And why is this so important? Because as he 
says, without holiness, NO ONE will see the Lord!! Do you now see why Paul PLEADED with 
the Corinthian church to NOT receive the grace of God in vain? This is so important. We must 
not receive the grace of God in vain like the majority of the professing Christian world does. 
15 What then? Shall we sin because we are not under the law but under grace? By no means! 
(Romans 6:15) We MUST put away sin from our lives and put on the 'mind of Christ'. But remember, 
we cannot make ourselves holy, only Christ can do that, and we don't do these works to BE 
SAVED, we do them out of a loving desire to follow Christ Jesus because He HAS SAVED us. 

http://www.worshipinspiritandtruth.net/page33.htm
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Think about this for a moment. Before the time of Jesus, a person would be considered a 
murderer or an adulterer if they PHYSICALLY killed someone or slept with another man's wife. 
But Jesus taught us that under grace, even if you THINK about it in your mind, then you are 
guilty. Now which is the higher standard? GRACE!! Living under grace is a higher standard than 
under the physical law. Grace demands more of us, and yet the majority of professing Christians 
in the world will tell you that you are free to sin under grace. But, the Bible clearly teaches us 
that we don't do this on our own. We cannot do it on our own, because we live in sinful flesh, 
which cannot keep God's law in of itself. So how do we do it? Through Christ Jesus! 3 His divine 
power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge of him who called 
us by his own glory and goodness. (2 Peter 1:3) 

See this wonderful Bible truth! When we come to Christ in faith and truly accept Him into our lives 
and desire to be like Him, He will give us ALL THINGS that we need to live holy and Godly lives. 

Many professing Christians even believe that our FUTURE sins are already covered under 
grace, WITHOUT us repenting of them! But take a look at what Paul said ... 25 God presented 
Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his blood—to be received by faith. 
He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his forbearance he had left the sins 
committed beforehand unpunished. (Romans 3:25) 

Paul says that it is our sins that are PAST are covered by Jesus blood. Also, take a look at what 
Jesus says to the seven churches in Revelation. You will see that He tells the majority of them 
to REPENT. Now these are His church that He is speaking to, and yet He is telling them to 
repent. Are our future sins already forgiven? Absolutely not!! Never stop repenting of your sins. 

Remember, under the Old Testament law, you had to physically commit the sin to be guilty. 
Under grace all you have to do is THINK about it and you are guilty. So the grace of God 
demands more from us. But don't forget that God will empower us through His grace to be holy 
and keep His Commandments. 

Love what God has given us through James in the Bible. What James does is COMPLETE the 
picture of the true grace of God: 

14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has no deeds? 
Can such faith save them? 19 You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe 
that—and shudder. 20 You foolish person, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is 
useless? (James 2:14,19-20) 

18 But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.” Show me your faith without deeds, and 
I will show you my faith by my deeds. (James 2:18) 

James comes along and says: "You say that you have the grace of God in your life? SHOW 
ME!! Prove it by your walk, the way you live, show me your fruit and your works. You say you 
have the grace of God WITHOUT works? I'll show you the grace of God in my life BY MY 
WORKS". This completes the picture of grace for us, and shows us that we cannot TRULY be 
under grace if we do not walk the way Jesus walked and strive for holiness. If you do not do 
good works towards others and don't do the works of God's Commandments, then your faith is 
in vain and DEAD. Again, we don't do these works TO BE saved, we do them because we ARE 
saved. If you truly accept what Jesus has done for you, then you should desire nothing else, but 
to serve and follow in His footstep. 24 Jesus said…, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. (Matthew 16:24) 

This is why the majority of the professing Christian world do not walk the way Jesus walked. 
They use the grace of God as an excuse to continue living a worldly life of sin. If you truly 
accepted the grace of God in your life, then you would walk the walk of Christ Jesus. The 
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parables of the ten virgins and the talents and other parables show us that the only difference 
between the professing Christians who are saved and lost is what they DID with their lives. They 
all knew Jesus, they all believed they were under grace and were saved, but it was ONLY those 
who 'worked out their salvation with fear and trembling' (Phil. 2:12), those who 'showed their faith 
by their works' (James 2:18), those who 'made every effort to be holy' (Hebrews 12:14) that were 
saved. And it wasn't those works that saved them, but those works they did, PROVED that they 
had truly accepted Christ into their lives and accepted the gift of grace. 

What Does the Grace of God Do? 

11 For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. 12 It teaches us to say 
“No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in 
this present age, (Titus 2:11-12) 

Do you see? The grace of God TEACHES us to be holy and to shun the things of the world, just 
as it empowers us to walk God’s way and not our way. 

15 See to it that no one falls short of the grace of God. (Hebrews 12:15) How can we fall short of 
the grace of God? By refusing to use its full potential. By not using the power of Christ Jesus in 
our lives to become perfect and holy. 

16 For it is written, Be holy, for I am holy. (1 Peter 1:16) 

13 You must be blameless before the LORD your God. (Deuteronomy 18:13) 

1 Therefore let us move beyond the elementary teachings about Christ and be taken forward to 
maturity…, (Hebrews 6:1) 

20 Now may the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back from 
the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, 21 equip you with everything good 
for doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom 
be glory for ever and ever. Amen. (Hebrews 13:20-21) 

4 Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.  
(James 1:4) 

5 But if anyone obeys his word, love for God is truly made complete in them. This is how we 
know we are in him: (1 John 2:5) 

1 Therefore, since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves from everything 
that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God. (2 Corinthians 7:1) 

16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.  

(2 Timothy 3:16-17) 

11 Finally, brothers and sisters, rejoice! Strive for full restoration, encourage one another, be of 
one mind, live in peace. And the God of love and peace will be with you. (2 Corinthians 13:11) 

Do you see the amazing truth from these Bible verses? We have a work to do, but we do not do 
it on our own, and we do not do it to be saved. We do it because we ARE saved by the PERFECT 
obedient life and sacrifice of Christ Jesus. If we truly accept the grace of God in our lives, then 
He will give us of His Holy Spirit who will help us walk with Christ, and Christ will stand in our 
place before God and God will see a person cleansed of sin, spotless and righteous THROUGH 
Christ. Do you have the grace of God in your life today? 
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WHAT GOD WANTS FOR US 

What does God want for us after we have been baptized, forgiven and received His Holy Spirit? 
Is that all there is? Do we coast from that point on? 

Many scriptures show how followers of Jesus Christ are to live in this life in preparation for 
eternity. This is a huge subject that demands our attention for the rest of our lives. This document 
can only scratch the surface. But we hope this foundation will give the tools and motivation to 
continue learning and transforming your life to be more like our loving God. 

Growing in God's Grace and Knowledge 

Christian conversion does not end with repentance and baptism. God calls on us to change, 
grow and overcome to become more like Him throughout our lives. Through the power of the 
Holy Spirit, we can have Christ formed in us. 

 What Does the Bible Say About Christian Growth and Overcoming? Is Christianity a part of 
life or a whole way of life? 

14 I admit that I worship the God of our ancestors as a follower of the Way, which they call a sect. I 
believe everything that is in accordance with the Law and that is written in the Prophets, (Acts 24:14) 

33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as 
well. (Matthew 6:33) 

It is not enough for Christianity to just be a compartment of our lives. It is an all-encompassing 
way of life that must take first priority in our lives. "The Way" was actually what Christianity was 
called during the time of the apostles. 

How does God reveal how to be like Him? 

3 This is love for God: to keep his commands. And his commands are not burdensome. (1 John 5:3) 

God is love (1 John 4:8) and shows how to love Him the way He wants to be loved in the first four 
of the Ten Commandments. He then shows us how to love others in the last six commandments  

Do we become perfect soon after baptism and receiving the Holy Spirit? 

19 For I do not do the good I want to do, but the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on doing. 
24 What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to death? 
25 Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself in my mind 
am a slave to God’s law, but in my sinful nature a slave to the law of sin. (Romans 7:19, 24-25) 

38 …but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the 
glory both now and forever. Amen. (2 Peter 3:18) 

21 To the one who is victorious, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I was 
victorious and sat down with my Father on his throne. (Revelation 3:21) 

Paul describes the constant struggle he faced years after his baptism. Romans 7 can seem 
depressing since he was realistic. However, the situation isn't hopeless. He ended with the 
solution—Jesus Christ and the powerful gift of the Holy Spirit that Paul expounded on in Romans 
8. And as he wrote in Philippians 4:13, "I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me." 

Conversion is a growth process (Ephesians 4:15; 1 Peter 2:2). We must continue to learn and 
repent (1 John 1:8-9). Repentance is not just something we do before baptism; it is a lifelong 
process. We must not let our love grow cold (Matthew 24:12). Jesus promises great eternal 
blessings to those who overcome sins and challenges. "Overcomes" can be translated as 
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"conquers" or "is victorious. We must overcome the pulls of the flesh, the temptations of "the world" 
(2 Peter 2:20; 1 John 5:4) and "the wicked one" (1 John 2:13).  

How does God guide us to grow? 

105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. (Psalm 119:105) 

6 Whoever claims to live in him must live as Jesus did. (1 John 2:6) 

15 and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise 
for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for 
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God may 
be thoroughly equipped for every good work. (2 Timothy 3:15-17) 

We must always keep studying the entire Bible to understand how God thinks and how He wants 
us to think and act. We should especially note how Jesus Christ lived so we can walk as He 
walked until "Christ is formed in you" (Galatians 4:19). 

What tools do we have available to help us grow? 

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. (Galatians 5:22-23)  

13 Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able 
to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 14 Stand firm then, with the 
belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 15 and 
with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 16 In addition to all 
this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil 
one. 17 Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in 
mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people. (Ephesians 6:13-18) 

The apostle Paul packs much helpful information into these passages. Study them in detail.  

How can God's Church help us in our Christian growth? 

24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, 25 not 
giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—
and all the more as you see the Day approaching. (Hebrews 10:24-25) 

God gave Christians the Church as a support and training ground. He commands us to worship 
together. In addition to biblical instruction, the Church provides a place for fellowship and service 
and learning how to get along with each other. We also grow by participating in the Church's 
mission to preach the good news of the Kingdom of God to the world. 

What should we be doing as we move ever closer to the return of Jesus Christ? 

36 Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape all that is about to happen, 
and that you may be able to stand before the Son of Man.” (Luke 21:36) 

13 but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved. 14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be 
preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. 45 “Who 
then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of the servants in his 
household to give them their food at the proper time? 46 It will be good for that servant whose 
master finds him doing so when he returns. 47 Truly I tell you, he will put him in charge of all his 
possessions. (Matthew 24:13-14, 45-47) 
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In this context of Jesus' Prophecy, watching relates to not only carefully considering our own 
spiritual state, but watching world events that fulfill these end-time prophecies. Prayer is part of 
the lifeline God provides to strengthen our relationship with Him. We can ask God for help to 
endure the difficult times ahead and to complete the mission of preaching the gospel of the 
Kingdom of God. Instead of being distracted and becoming focused on the physical cares of this 
life, we must focus on doing the things God has commanded us to do. 

UNDERSTANDING GOD'S GRACE 

Grace Vs. Performance 

What is the importance of continuing to walk in God's grace after) initial experience of God's 
work of grace in your life? Do you say, "That's what I have been doing?" "What's the big deal?" 

Many fail to walk in the fullness of God's grace and revert back to walking in a spirit of 
condemnation and guilt, which leads to a performance based walk, because we fail to understand 
reality of a continuous walk in God's grace. Are you living by grace or by performance?" 

3 Are you so foolish? After beginning with the Spirit, are you now trying to attain your goal through 
human effort? (Galatians 3:3) 

This is a common problem that exists among all Christians, regardless of our doctrinal 
background because of our human nature, something of which we all share in common. 

Here are some questions: If you knew you only one month to live, how would you prepare 
yourself to meet the Lord during that month? Would you pray harder? Would you memorize more 
scripture? Would you read your Bible more? Would you involved in more spiritual works? Would 
you give more money and get your tithes up-to-date? We you witness to everyone you see? Or 
would you repent of every bad habit and sin that you could think of? If your answer was yes to 
these questions, you are a performance based Christian who is trying work to gain God's favor. 
These are all good things to do, but this isn't what God expects from us to gain His favor. 

There is no work you can do to earn any more of God's favor. His favor has been granted to you 
through His grace which is a free gift. Are you living by grace or are you living by performance? 

4 You who are trying to be justified by the law have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen 
away from grace. (Galatians 5:4) 

Our Absolute Need For God's Grace 

Look at our need for God's grace and the provision that He made for our fallen sin nature. 

1. Our Condition Prior to Our Salvation Experience. 

10 As it is written: “There is no one righteous, not even one; 11     there is no one who understands; 
there is no one who seeks God. 12 All have turned away, they have together become worthless; 
there is no one who does good, not even one.” (Romans 3:10-12) 

6 All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; 
we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind our sins sweep us away. (Isaiah 64:6) 

23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and all are justified freely by his grace 
through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. (Romans 3:23) 

God's Answer to Our Need 

8 God demonstrates his love in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:8) 
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8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the 
gift of God. 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in 
Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. (Ephesians 2:8-10) 

Living in God's Kingdom By Grace 

3 Are you so foolish? After beginning with the Spirit, are you now trying to attain your goal through 
human effort? (Galatians 3:3) 
When coming to Christ we recognize our need for His grace and love and have no problem 
accepting what He has to offer because of our helpless condition. Yet many of us continue to 
live in a helpless condition by our human works. 

If we came into God's kingdom by grace, we must also. live in it by grace. If we couldn't get into 
God's kingdom by good works, good works will not sustain us either. 

We Must Be Continually Motivated By Grace 

6 being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you [by His grace] will 
[will also by His grace] complete it until the day of Jesus Christ. (Philippians 1:6) 

We are brought into God's kingdom by grace; we are sanctified by grace; we are motivated by 
grace; we are called to serve by grace; we receive strength to endure trials by grace; and we 
are glorified by grace. The entire Christian life is lived under the reign of God's grace. 

Being motivated by grace means that we realize that it isn't our spiritual disciplines and works 
that earns us God's favor and blessings in our lives. This all continues to flow from His riches in 
grace, whether we deserve it or not. 

There are many godly spiritual disciplines that we all need to be involved in of which are often 
constituted as our spiritual works. Things such as regular church attendance, daily devotions, 
Bible study, prayer, fasting, scripture memorization, witnessing, and giving of tithes & offerings 
are all good and important Christian activities. The question is, do you do these things to earn 
God's favor or do you do them in response to His love and grace? 

What happens one forgets to pray or fail God? Does that mean going through every day with God 
ignoring and not desiring to use you? One who is secure in God's love and grace doesn't get 
blown out of the saddle when failing or something goes wrong. They get back up and go on like 
nothing happened. They confess and forsake their sin and go on, secure in God's love and grace. 

16 for though the righteous fall seven times, they rise again, but the wicked stumble when 
calamity strikes. (Proverbs 24:16) 

14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son 
of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable 
to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just 
as we are—yet he did not sin. 16 Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so 
that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. (Hebrews 4:14-16) 

Jesus is not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all 
points tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, 
that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

Our Works Are A Result Of Walking In God's Grace 

9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus 
to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. (Ephesians 2:9-10) 
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The truth of the matter is that our works are an indicator as to how we are responding to God's 
love and grace. If we are doing things out of guilt, to please and appease others, we are 
performance oriented. If we are doing things out of a godly response to God's love & grace, we 
are operating under His grace. 

25 But whoever looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues in it—not 
forgetting what they have heard, but doing it—they will be blessed in what they do. (James 1:25) 

The true work that God has for each one of our lives can only be released through His grace. 
When we are looking into the perfect law of liberty we find the spiritual work that God gives us 
to do is somehow a part of our overall calling and gifting in Him. 

God's Blessings Flow Through His Grace, Not Our Performance 

All of God's blessings and riches flow through His grace and if we are walking as a performance 
based Christian we have actually fallen from grace and are losing our inheritance in Him as well. 
That's why so many Christians live unproductive lives. 

7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed 
in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. (Ephesians 2:7) 

When Jesus paid it all, He not only purchased your forgiveness of sins and your ticket to heaven, 
He purchased every blessing and every answer to prayer you will ever receive. 

22 and receive from him anything we ask, because we keep his commands and do what pleases 
him. (1 John 3:22) 

The most important commandment that God has given to us, is to love Him with all our heart, 
mind and soul. 

Trying To Live In God's Kingdom By Performance 

Performance oriented people work for God's approval. They think they must constantly earn 
God's approval, so they find themselves getting involved in lots of things that may not even be 
the will of God for their lives. God's true giftings can never be recognized, because they are 
looking to their own means and sufficiency for motivation in the kingdom. 

3 Are you so foolish? After beginning with the Spirit, are you now trying to attain your goal through 
human effort? (Galatians 3:3) 

Most of us are legalistic by nature, we innately think so much performance by us earns much 
favor and blessing from God. 

Peter had this same attitude when he said to Jesus in Matthew 19:27: " 27 “We have left 
everything to follow you! What then will there be for us?”" 

Peter had already added up his merit points, and he wanted to know how much reward they 
would buy. Jesus answer to him was, "many who are first will be last, and the last first." 

Jesus then goes on to teach on the "Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard," which is a parable 
that deals with this whole issue of performance vs. grace. 

The Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard - Matthew 20:1-16 

The people in the parable who were chosen first had added up their merit points just as Peter 
had, and when they found out they were not be rewarded on those terms they were upset. 

There are rewards that we will receive for our labors, but if our motivation is self-serving and not 
provoked by a response to God's love and grace, we will probably lose our rewards. 



14 
 

If you were to do a study on rewards in the Bible the one common denominator you would find 
would be that of humility. Matthew 10:42, Luke 6:35, Romans 2:8-II, and Ephesians 6:5-9. 

4 Humility is the fear of the LORD; its wages are riches and honor and life. (Proverbs 22:4) 

13 their work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed 
with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each person’s work. 14 If what has been built survives, 
the builder will receive a reward. 15 If it is burned up, the builder will suffer loss but yet will be 
saved—even though only as one escaping through the flames. (1 Corinthians 3:13-15) 

If we are doing things out of guilt, shame, eye service, as men-pleasers or some other self-
serving motive we are performance based people who have fallen from the workings of God's 
grace and as a result we do not inherit the blessings that are entitled to us in the kingdom. When 
we fail we are guilt ridden and full of condemnation, thinking God hates us and is mad at us, 
instead of receiving the forgiveness and security that comes from abiding under His grace. 

Let us all determine to be motivated by God's grace and love, which will produce in us the godly 
character and good works that He is desiring in our lives. 

10 but glory, honor and peace for everyone who does good: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. 
11 For God does not show favoritism. (Romans 2:10-11) 

God's Grace In Holiness & Sanctification 

This deals with God's grace in relationship to our holiness and sanctification. This is examining 
the idea that God in His grace sees us as perfectly holy in Christ. God in His grace sends His 
Holy Spirit to create a new heart within us and to write His law on our hearts, thus changing our 
basic character traits. And then we will see that God in His grace continues to work in us through 
His Spirit to transform us more and more into the likeness of His Son. 

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly 
realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 4 For he chose us in him before the creation of the 
world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to sonship 
through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will. (Ephesians 1:3-5) 

This simply shows how we are continually accepted by our Father God, because of the grace 
that has been poured into our lives through Jesus Christ. Often times when we look at our sinful 
condition that still seems to exist no matter how hard we try, we find ourselves in a battle over 
God's acceptance of us. 

9 Then he said, “Here I am, I have come to do your will.” He sets aside the first to establish the 
second. 10 And by that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus 
Christ once for all. (Hebrews 10:9-10) 

Holiness Is A Gift Of God's Grace 

When we consider that God want us to be perfect and without blame it's important for us to 
understand that holiness is a gift of God's grace as much as our salvation experience in him was. 

To live by grace is to live solely by the merit of Jesus Christ. To live by grace is to base one’s 
entire relationship with God, including acceptance and standing with Him, on one’s union with 
Christ. It is to recognize that in one’s self you bring nothing of worth to your relationship with 
God, because even your righteous acts are like filthy rags in His sight. Even one’s best works 
are stained with mixed motives and imperfect performance.   

The Bible speaks of both a holiness we already possess in Christ before God and a holiness in 
which we are to grow more and more. The first is the result of the work of Christ. The second is 
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a result of the work of the Holy Spirit in us. The first is perfect and complete and is ours the 
moment we trust Christ. The second is progressive and incomplete until the day of perfection. 

14 By one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being made holy. (Hebrews 10:14) 

In one aspect of sanctification we are already Holy because of Christ's holiness being imputed 
unto us. We have been made perfect forever. In another aspect we are being made holy day by 
day through the work of the Holy Spirit imparting the life of Christ to us. 

The Holiness We Possess In Christ Before God 

As we have already seen there are two kinds of holiness. There is the holiness we already 
possess in Christ before God and there is the holiness in which we are to grow more and more 
in. This second aspect of holiness is progressive and incomplete until the day of perfection. Let's 
take a look at the Holiness we possess in Christ before God. 

30 It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—
that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. (1 Corinthians 1:30) 

Jesus has become our righteousness, holiness, and redemption. We understand that Christ is 
our righteousness and the basis for our justification. But He is also our holiness. The truth is that 
all believers are sanctified in Christ, even as we are justified in Christ. 

Through justification we are forgiven and are declared righteous in the courtroom of God's 
justice. Through the perfect holiness we have in Christ, our moral filth is removed, and we 
become fit to enter into the very presence of an infinitely holy God and enjoy fellowship with Him. 

21 Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil 
behavior. 22 But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present 
you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation. (Colossians 1:21-22) 

16 Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy 
and find grace to help us in our time of need. (Hebrews 4:16) 

How can we who are not only guilty but morally filthy possibly be holy in the sight God, who 
knows our every motive and though as well as our words and actions? The answer is that 
because of our union with Christ, God sees His holiness as our holiness. 

When our Father looks at us, He does not see our miserable performance. Instead, He sees the 
perfect performance of Jesus. And because of the perfect holiness of Jesus, He sees us as holy 
and without blemish. 

Grace To Grow In Holiness 

Now that we have seen that we possess a holiness in Christ that enables us to continually come 
into the throne of God's grace let's look at the holiness that we grow in through God's grace. 

Sanctification or Holiness in us begins as an instantaneous act of the Holy Spirit and is carried 
forward by His continued action in our lives. It takes a deposit of God's grace to continue to grow 
in this progressive sanctification. We cannot do it on our own. 

18 And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his 
image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. (2 Corinthians 3:18) 

This scripture explains to us the progressive nature of our sanctification and holiness. It is also 
the work of the Holy Spirit, but it involves a response on our part so that we as believers are 
actively involved in the process. 
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God does not bring us into His kingdom then leave us on our own to grow. he continues to work 
in our lives to conform us more to the likeness of His Son. 

1 Therefore, since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves from everything 
that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God. (2 Corinthians 7:1) 

Through God's Grace He Creates A New Heart Within Us 

26 I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of 
stone and give you a heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my 
decrees and be careful to keep my laws. (Ezekiel 36:26-27) 

It is God who puts His Own Spirit within us and moves us to follow His decrees. God gives us a 
growing desire to obey Him. We no longer have an aversion to God's commands, even though 
we may not always obey them. 

8 I desire to do your will, my God; your law is within my heart.” (Psalms 40:8) 

22 For in my inner being I delight in God’s law; (Romans 7:22) 

We find that His commandments are not burdensome as it says in I John 5:3, but rather are "are 
holy, righteous and good" as it says in Romans 7:12. 

Submission to God's law arises out of a love for God and a grateful response to His grace and 
is based on a delight in His law as revealed in scripture. 

It Is God Who Works And Wills In Us To Act According To His Purpose 

12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but now 
much more in my absence—continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it 
is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose. (Philippians 2:12-13) 

Paul's strong exhortation to the Philippians was based on the confidence that God's Spirit was 
working in them. He is working in them to enlighten their understanding of His will, to stimulate 
in their emotions as desire to do His will, and to turn their wills so that they actually obey and 
then He gives the enabling power to do His will. 

Progressive sanctification very much involves our activity, but it is an activity that must be carried 
out in dependence on the Holy Spirit. 

The Christ-like Character We Are To Grow Into 

When we take seriously the long lists of Christ-like character traits we are to put on, as well as 
the negative traits we must put off, we see how impossible it is to grow in Christlikeness apart 
from the sanctifying influence and power of the Spirit in our lives. 

   Galatians 5:2-23         Colossians 3:12-15 
Love       Compassion 
Joy       Humility 
Peace       Kindness 
Patience      Gentleness 
Goodness      Forbearance 
Faithfulness      Forgiveness 
Self Control      Thankfulness 

It is important to keep in mind is that all of these Christ-like character traits are called the "fruit of the 
Spirit"--the result of the Spirit's work in our lives. It means we are both responsible and dependent. 
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We are responsible to clothe ourselves with Christ-like character, but we are dependent on God's 
Spirit to produce within us His "fruit." Our response is always obedience to God's Spirit. 

Grace Is Freedom & Liberty In Christ  

Here is addressed the issue of our freedom in Christ and how it is a delicate balance that we 
must endeavor to walk in at all times. 

1 It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be 
burdened again by a yoke of slavery. (Galatians 5:1) 

In the book of Galatians the apostle Paul deals with two very important aspects of walking in 
God's grace. He deals with the issue of legalism and the issue of walking in the lusts of the flesh. 
When the Christian fails to walk in the beauty of God's grace these are the two extremes that he 
either finds himself walking in. Both areas are yokes of bondage that we must avoid. 

Christians sometimes find themselves walking in either of two extremes in this area. They either 
turn the grace of God into licentious, which is a total regard for any rules whatsoever or they turn 
the grace of God into a legalistic walk that is full of rules and regulations. 

Defining Licentiousness Behavior 

4 For certain individuals whose condemnation was written about long ago have secretly slipped 
in among you. They are ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God into a license for 
immorality and deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and Lord. (Jude 1:4) 

Vines Expository dictionary defines licentiousness as excess, absence of restraint, indecency, 
and wantonness. Webster’s dictionary defines it as lewd and lawless behavior. Other words to 
describe this behavior are debauched, promiscuous, carnal, lustful, indecent, obscene and 
smutty. This happens when one takes God’s grace and uses it as a license to sin. 

Defining Legalistic Behavior 

Legalism is anything we do or don't do in order to earn favor with God. It is concerned with 
rewards to be gained or penalties to be avoided. It consists of conformity to manmade religious 
rules, which are often unspoken, but nevertheless very real. 

6 He replied, “Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites; as it is written: “‘These 
people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. 7 They worship me in vain; their 
teachings are merely human rules.’ 8 You have let go of the commands of God and are holding 
on to human traditions.” (Mark 7:6-8) 

As already mentioned, these are the two extremes that God wants us to avoid as we seek to 
walk in the beauty of His grace. Neither one of these areas represent the Grace of God. The 
persons who are caught up in these bondages do not understand the meaning and the purpose 
of God's grace in our lives. Let's look more closely to God's word concerning these two extremes. 

God's Word Concerning Licentious Behavior 

Again, licentiousness is an excess or absence of restraint. It is indecency, and wantonness and 
a total disregard for any rules whatsoever. It is a conduct of habitual sinful behavior. 

The Grace Of God Teaches Us To Deny Ungodliness 

It is important for us to understand that the grace of God actually teaches us to deny ungodliness 
and to live soberly and righteous in this world rather than continuing in the old sinful nature. 
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11 For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. 12 It teaches us to say 
“No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in 
this present age, 13 while we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great 
God and Savior, Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and 
to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good. (Titus 2:11-14) 

1 What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 2 By no means! 
We are those who have died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 3 Or don’t you know that all 
of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? (Romans 6:1-3) 

If we have truly been born again, we should be dead to sin and alive to God and His grace 
working in our lives to produce the fruit of His Spirit rather than the lusts of the flesh. 

A Person Who Continues To Practice Sin Does Not Know God 

6 No one who lives in him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen him or 
known him. 7 Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. The one who does what is right 
is righteous, just as he is righteous. (1 John 3:6-7) 

One who continues to sin, is one who has never come to repentance, but has turned the grace 
of God into a license to continue in his sin. He has no desire to quit sinning, because he has 
never really been born again. If we have truly been born again, the Holy Spirit in us causes us 
to hate and despise sin to the degree that we want to repent of it, not continue to wallow in it. 
The operative word in the above passage is "continues". We find this again in the passage in 
Galatians concerning the works of the flesh. The word "continues" speaks of habitual behavior. 

Avoiding Legalism 

The other extreme that Christians sometimes find themselves in is that of walking in legalism 
which nullifies the grace of God. To counteract the sinfulness of licentious behavior, some in 
Christian ministry have fallen into legalism. It has been taught, either directly or implicitly, that 
God's grace is conditional, that there is a degree to which it is based on our performance. There 
has been an undue focus on God's law and ridiculing of liberty. The freedom set forth in Galatians 
is not freedom from God, but from those who insist on some form of legalism in the life of a believer. 

1 It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be 
burdened again by a yoke of slavery. (Galatians 5:1) 

Legalism is anything we do or don't do in order to earn favor with God. It is concerned with 
rewards to be gained or penalties to be avoided. It consists of conformity to manmade religious 
rules, which are often unspoken, but nevertheless very real. 

Legalism requires conformity to the "do's and don'ts" of our particular Christian circle. We try to 
force this legalism on others or allow others to force it on us. It is conformity to how other people 
think we should live instead of how the Bible tells us to live. Like the Pharisees of Jesus' time, 
we have tried to help God by adding our man made rules to His commands. Jesus' charge 
against the Pharisees, is still valid today. 

There are many ways in which we can to fall into legalism. We build fences to keep ourselves 
from committing certain sins. Soon the fences become the issue rather than the sin. Differing 
opinions also cause legalism. Eg. makeup, music, movies, tv. holidays, eating, etc. 

5 One person considers one day more sacred than another; another considers every day alike. 
Each of them should be fully convinced in their own mind. (Romans 14:5) 

Legalism is trying to enforce our convictions on others for the sake of conformity and acceptance. 
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Charles Swindoll told of a missionary family who literally were forced off the mission field over 
peanut butter. They were sent to a location where peanut butter was not available, so they asked 
friends back in the States to occasionally send them some. The problem was that the other 
missionaries considered it a mark of spirituality not to have peanut butter. But the pressure from 
the other missionaries to conform became so intense, the newer family finally gave up and left 
the mission field. 

True Freedom And Liberty 

36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. (John 8:36) 

God has called us unto freedom and liberty and desires for us to walk in the fullness of His grace 
experiencing great liberty and freedom. 

2 because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law 
of sin and death. (Romans 8:2) 

13 You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge 
the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love. (Galatians 5:13) 

25 But whoever looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues in it—not 
forgetting what they have heard, but doing it—they will be blessed in what they do. (James 1:25) 

When you focus on grace in the fullness of its meaning, you will keep the law, liberty, and love 
in their proper relationship to one another. But if you focus on anyone them instead of grace, 
you will invariably end up in legalism or licentiousness. 

Appropriating God's Grace 

Here, about God's grace, look at some practicalities of appropriating God's grace in your life. 

8 And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you 
need, you will abound in every good work. (2 Corinthians 9:8) 

This is a powerful promise to us in God's word concerning His grace towards us. This means no 
matter what the situation we are going through, no matter what the problem we are dealing with 
and no matter what the task we are involved in, God's grace and sufficiency will be there to 
sustain us and help us in all that we put our hand to do. 

14 But thanks be to God, who always leads us as captives in Christ’s triumphal procession and 
uses us to spread the aroma of the knowledge of him everywhere. (2 Corinthians 2:14) 

12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but now 
much more in my absence—continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it 
is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose. (Philippians 2:12-13) 

Grace Defined: The grace of God involves more than the dimension of it simply being God's 
unmerited favor towards us. It is also God's divine enabling through His Spirit. Through God's 
grace we are enabled to cope with whatever adversity, trial, or dilemma we face in a godly 
manner. We are also equipped by His grace to perform the spiritual tasks He gives us to do. 

With this in mind let's look at some of the keys to practically appropriating God's grace in our 
lives. In other words look at what it will take for us to seize or capture His grace in our lives. 
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KEYS TO APPROPRIATING GOD'S GRACE 

Key #1 - We Must Come To The Throne Of Grace And Ask For His Help. 

This is the most important key that you can have working in your life. Without the key to the 
throne room of God's grace you will never be able to open the door. 

14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son 
of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable 
to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just 
as we are—yet he did not sin. 16 Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so 
that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. (Hebrews 4:14-16) 

God's grace will never be released in our lives until we learn how to come to Him through His 
mercy being poured into our lives. When we approach the throne of grace, we come first needing 
mercy, because we come as a person in misery or distress. God in His mercy gives us His grace-
-that is the divine enabling through His Spirit--to help us in our need. We must simply come to 
Him in prayer, asking Him to pour out His grace into our lives. 

19 Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the 
blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, 
21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near to God with a 
sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse 
us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. (Hebrews 10:19-22) 

25 Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he 
always lives to intercede for them. (Hebrews 7:25) 

What are you going through today? What kind of trouble, anxiety, perplexing problems or 
dilemmas have you come up against recently? Whatever your need is--you need the divine 
ability of God's grace working in your life? It starts with coming to His throne of mercy and grace. 

The Example Of Jesus' Disciples In The Book Of Acts 

29 Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great 
boldness. 30 Stretch out your hand to heal and perform signs and wonders through the name of 
your holy servant Jesus.” 31 After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. 
And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. (Acts 4:29-31) 

Paul's Example Of Going To The Throne Of Grace 

7 or because of these surpassingly great revelations. Therefore, in order to keep me from 
becoming conceited, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. 
8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. 9 But he said to me, “My grace is 
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more 
gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. (2 Corinthians 12:7-9) 

When Paul received the word from the Lord, "My grace is sufficient for you," he received the 
strength and the determination to go on, because God had spoken deep into His spirit. It came 
as a result of him going to the throne of grace in a time of distress and need. 

Key #2 - We Must Receive From The Word Of God's Grace 

Paul committed the Ephesus elders to the word of grace which was able to build them up. 32 “Now 
I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and give you an 
inheritance among all those who are sanctified. (Acts 20:32) 
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God uses His word to impart grace into our lives as well. He will bring to mind some Scripture or 
Scriptures that are appropriate to the situation we may be going through. This happens through 
your personal study & time in God's word, through hearing sermons, reading inspirational books 
or through a friend who encourages you by speaking an appropriate scripture from the word of God. 

25 Anxiety weighs down the heart, but a kind word cheers it up. (Proverbs 12:25) It takes giving 
yourself to a time of meditation and reflection upon God's word. We must become intimate with 
Scripture so that we can call it into remembrance when it is needed. Growth in God's grace 
requires growth in our assimilation of God's Word. 

26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all 
things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. (John 14:26) 

4 For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through the 
endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might have hope. 
5 May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude of mind 
toward each other that Christ Jesus had. (Romans15:4-5)  

To take up God's word as a sword, we must have it at our disposal. We must be like David who 
says in Psalm 119:11: "I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against You." 

The word stored in our heart provides a mental depository for the Holy Spirit to use to mediate 
His grace to us, whatever our need for grace might be. 

When we have a command of God's word, we are not only to use it for our own benefit, but God 
will also use it in our ministry to others.  

Key #3 - We Must Clothe Ourselves In Submission & Humility 

A very important key to receiving God's grace is clothing ourselves in humility and submission 
before God and others, because God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble. 

5 In the same way, you who are younger, submit yourselves to your elders. All of you, clothe 
yourselves with humility toward one another, because, “God opposes the proud but shows favor 
to the humble.” 6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you 
up in due time. (1 Peter 5:5-6) 

God gives grace to the humble, to those who humble themselves under the mighty and of God's 
providence. Our tendency is to become angry and rebellious towards God for allowing us to go 
through certain circumstances. Joseph recognized that God in His sovereignty used even the 
heinous sins of his brothers to accomplish His purpose. 

8 “So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. He made me father to Pharaoh, lord of his 
entire household and ruler of all Egypt. (Genesis 45:8) 

We too, must see God's sovereignty ultimately ruling in all the circumstances of our lives if we 
are to appropriate God's grace. Even those circumstances that are difficult or disappointing, 

CHRISTIAN QUOTES ABOUT GRACE 

“Do you find life too difficult for you? So did we, but not now, with the amplitudes of grace there 
are for us in Jesus Christ, it grows satisfying and successful and exciting beyond measure, 
becomes another and a richer thing.”  ~ A. J. Gossip 

“The cross is the lightning rod of grace that short-circuits God’s wrath to Christ so that only the 
light of His love remains for believers.” ~ A. W. Tozer 
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 “Just as the sinner’s despair of any hope from himself is the first prerequisite of a sound 
conversion, so the loss of all confidence in himself is the first essential in the believer’s growth 
in grace.” ~ A. W. Pink 

 “Grace, then, is grace,–that is to say, it is sovereign, it is free, it is sure, it is unconditional, and 
it is everlasting.” ~ Alexander Whyte 

“Intoxicated with unbroken success, we have become too self sufficient to feel the necessity of 
redeeming and preserving grace, too proud to pray to the God that made us.” ~ Abraham Lincoln 
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