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SURRENDER TO GOD 
Surrender to God – What Does the Phrase Really Mean? 

Surrender to God - it's a term you may have heard, but what does it mean, exactly? Surrender 
is not a word often associated with positive actions. After all, "surrender in the name of the law" 
usually means trouble for someone. And we know that when one side surrenders to another in 
battle, it's a sign they've given up any hope for victory.  

Surrender to God - If I Do That, What Am I Giving Up? 

If we surrender to God, what are we giving up? Does it mean, as it does for the enemy in battle, 
to give up on victory in our lives? Is God holding a gun to our heads and forcing us to give Him 
everything we have, like a bandit or mugger might do? To be sure, there are those who are 
willing to portray God in that way, especially where self-gain is involved. But when we come to 
know the true character and nature of God, we quickly discover how false that image is.  

Surrender means to yield ownership, to relinquish control over what we consider ours: our 
property, our time, our "rights." When we surrender to God, we are simply acknowledging that 
what we "own" actually belongs to Him. He is the giver of all good things. We are responsible to 
care for what God has given us, as stewards of His property, but by surrendering to God, we 
admit that He is ultimately in control of everything, including our present circumstances. 
Surrendering to God helps us to let go of whatever has been holding us back from God's best for 
our lives. By surrendering to God, we let go of whatever has kept us from wanting God's ways first.  

Surrender to God - A Choice for Adam & Eve 

In the beginning, God placed Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden and gave them everything 
they needed. All that was good to eat was available and attainable for them. All, that is, except 
one tree - the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Enter the serpent, the one we now 
recognize as Satan. Sly and deceptive in all his ways, the serpent's first move was to question 
the word of God, when he suggested to Eve, "Did God really say that you couldn't eat from that 
tree?" As we all know, suggesting that forbidden fruit may not be forbidden after all is almost the 
same as license. Only the wise will question the potential result of giving in to temptation.  

What if Adam and Eve had been wise enough to see the deception? What if they had recognized 
the choice that was being put before them, and rather than doubting God's Word, they had 
chosen instead to obey God? What if they had realized God was to be obeyed, even if His 
command didn't seem to make perfect sense to them? But note that God did not say to Adam 
and Eve, "you can't eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil." Rather, we read in 
Genesis 2:16-17: And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, "Of every tree of the garden 
you may freely eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the 
day that you eat of it you shall surely die." [emphasis ours]  

Surrender to God - A Choice for All of Us 

Adam and Eve were given a choice to surrender to God when He said, "you shall not" as 
opposed to "you cannot." The fruit of this tree is not something we're likely to find in the produce 
section of our supermarket, but rather it represented the alternative God offered. Should Adam 
and Eve trust and obey Him for a greater reward down the road, or should they give in to the 
momentary desires of their hearts? Had they chosen to surrender the longings of their hearts to 
God, it's possible that we may all be living eternally on a perfect earth, right here and now. 
Tragically, Adam and Eve did not choose that path. And because of that first act of disobedience, 

http://ebible.com/query?utf=8%E2%9C%93&query=Genesis%202%3A16-17&translation=ESV&redirect_iframe=http://www.allaboutfollowingjesus.org/bible.htm
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our hearts have become more and more prone to selfishness with each generation. (Consider 
the evidence presented in chapter 4 of Genesis - when Cain, the very first human born to a 
woman, murdered his own brother. How quickly the corruption occurred!)  

Before you decide to blame every problem throughout history on Adam and Eve, though, it's 
important to consider that we are all given the same choice they were given. It's just that they 
were the first ones to blow it.  

WHAT DO YOU THINK? - We have all sinned and deserve God's judgment. God, the Father, 
sent His only Son to satisfy that judgment for those who believe in Him. Jesus, the creator and 
eternal Son of God, who lived a sinless life, loves us so much that He died for our sins, taking 
the punishment that we deserve, was buried, and rose from the dead according to the Bible. If 
you truly believe and trust this in your heart, receiving Jesus alone as your Savior, declaring, 
"Jesus is Lord," you will be saved from judgment and spend eternity with God in heaven. 

The Full Surrender 

Now That I Am Saved, What Do I Do Next? 

What Is the Next Step in My New Walk with The Lord? 

If there is one theme that you will see repeated over and over again in many of our articles is 
the extreme importance that each and every Christian turn their entire lives over to God the 
Father for Him to fully handle. 

You have now just made Jesus your Savior. However, there is now one more big thing you must 
do. You must now make Jesus the Lord over your life. Jesus must now become both your 
Lord and Savior, not just your Savior. 

You must now make the second biggest decision that you will ever make in this life. The first 
biggest decision is whether or not you will accept Jesus as your personal Savior through His 
sacrificial death on the cross. 

Now that you have done that, you have become truly saved and born again. 

However, you are now faced with the second biggest decision that you will ever make in 
this life. And that decision is – who is going to run the rest of your life from here on in – 
you or God? 

As you will see in the Scripture verses I will list below, the Bible makes it very clear as to 
who should be guiding your steps in this life – and that Person is God the Father through 
the Holy Spirit! 

This decision as to who will be running your life from here on in will determine the course your 
life will now take. If you decide to run your own life and call all of your own shots, then your life 
is going to take a completely different course as versus the one it would take if you would turn 
your entire life over to God the Father for Him to fully handle. 

As you will see in some of the very powerful Scripture verses that the Bible specifically tells us 
that if we choose to follow our own way and path in this life – then that path will eventually lead 
to death. In other words, you will have forever wasted your one and only opportunity to find out 
exactly what you were created for, and what your true divine destiny was going to be in the Lord. 

The Bible makes it very clear that good works will not get us into heaven. 

We can only be saved by grace through our faith in Jesus Christ and His sacrificial death on the 
cross. However, once we are saved, God the Father expects us to do something with what time 
we still have left down here on this earth. He now wants all of us to come and “work” for Him. 

http://www.allaboutgod.com/what-is-sin.htm
http://www.allaboutgod.com/who-is-god-c.htm
http://www.allaboutjesuschrist.org/jesus-is-god.htm
http://www.allaboutjesuschrist.org/crucifixion.htm
http://www.allaboutjesuschrist.org/resurrection-of-christ.htm
http://www.allaboutjesuschrist.org/resurrection-of-jesus.htm
http://www.allabouttruth.org/is-the-bible-true-c.htm
http://www.allaboutfollowingjesus.org/savior-of-the-world-video.htm
http://www.allaboutjesuschrist.org/why-jesus-is-lord-faq.htm
http://www.allaboutworldview.org/does-hell-exist.htm
http://www.bible-knowledge.com/what-is-salvation/
http://www.bible-knowledge.com/what-is-salvation/
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The Bible tells us that God will be “rewarding” us for the good works that we will do for Him 
while living down here on this earth. Again, these good works cannot get us saved, but they can 
get us the bigger and better rewards once we enter into heaven. 

Some of the verses I will list below specifically tell us that God will be rewarding us “according 
to our labors” for Him in this life. In other words, good works for the Lord will be highly rewarded 
once we cross over and enter into heaven. 

However, there is one slight catch to all of this. If we choose to run our own lives instead of 
turning the reigns of our life over to God the Father, then we will not be embarking on the real 
path that God would like us to travel on – and any works that we end up doing while traveling on 
our own path will in no way be as highly rewarded as the works that are done operating in God’s 
perfect will for our lives. 

This life is but for a moment, a blink of an eye compared to the eternal time frame that is 
operating up in heaven. We will spend the rest of eternity with God and Jesus once we 
enter into heaven. 

So ask yourself – do you want to work for yourself and the small rewards that you can 
get down here that will all perish the minute you die and cross over – or do you want to 
work for God the Father, do His perfect will for your life, accomplish what He wants you 
to accomplish in this life, and then receive His full and final just rewards that will last 
forever once you enter into heaven? 

The rewards that God will bestow upon you for faithfully working for Him down here on this earth 
will be heavenly rewards that will last you for all of eternity. All of the things that you try and 
accomplish on your own, out of your own flesh, will in no way be rewarded anywhere near to 
what they would have been had you been operating under God’s perfect will for your life. 

So what does your natural, common sense and intelligence tell you would be the wisest decision 
as to who should be running your life? You – with your limited powers, limited intelligence, and 
limited strength – or God the Father, who is all-powerful, all-knowing, and all-perfect? 

Since God is all-powerful and all-knowing, this means He knows much better than you do what 
you should be doing with your life, what mountains you should be seeking to climb, and what 
goals and aspirations you should be striving after in this life. 

Since God’s knowledge is absolutely perfect on all matters – this means He will know you better 
than you could ever know yourself. He knows what your real strengths and weaknesses are 
better than you could ever know for yourself, since your knowledge is limited and imperfect – 
including what you think you know about yourself. 

Only God knows what you were really created to be in this life.  

Only God knows what you would really be best at. Only God knows what your true divine 
calling should be in this life. 

Only God knows who you should marry and what jobs you should be taking in this life. 

And since God is all-powerful and there is nothing that He cannot do or accomplish – 
then this means He can also anoint you with His divine power for whatever He will be 
calling you to do for Him in this life. 

So not only do you get God’s perfect knowledge and wisdom guiding you in this life as 
to exactly what you should be striving for – but you will also have His divine power flowing 
through you so that you can be very good at the jobs and tasks that He will be calling you 
to do for Him. 
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But if you decide to choose your own way and call all of your own shots, then God will not be 
anointing you with His divine power or guiding you every step of your way – and you will then be 
forced to try and find your own way, all without any of God’s help, power, or guidance. 

As a result, when it is all finally said and done, you will have become a failure in God since you 
will have chosen to travel down your own path rather than the path God already had set out for 
you long before you were even born through your mother’s womb! 

Bottom line – you have to look at the real “big picture.” The real big picture is not only what 
happens in this life, but also what happens in the next life. The next life in heaven is nothing but 
a continuation of this life that we are living down here on this earth. But there is one main 
difference. 

This life on earth is but for a very short period of time. The life we will be living up in heaven will 
be forever – with no more crossovers into any other realms. 

We should thus be living this life for what will be recorded up in heaven – not for what will be 
recorded down here. Any trophies, medals, money, or material possessions that we might able 
to acquire down here will not be crossing over with us when we enter into heaven. There are 
only three things that will be crossing over with us when we enter into heaven: 

• Ourselves 

• Our saved family members and friends  

• And all the good works that we will do for God operating under His perfect will for our life 

Nothing else will be crossing over! That is why you have to look at the complete big picture, not 
just a small part of it, which is our earthly existence. 

You will see in the Scripture verses that you have to become both saved and surrendered if you 
really want to enter into the real walk with the Lord. Christians are obviously saved, but many of 
them are not operating under this full surrender with the Lord. 

As a result, they have married the wrong people and are thus living in miserable marriages or 
have gone through multiple divorces. They have chased after the wrong jobs in their life and 
thus have no real sense of fulfillment or accomplishment in their lives. 

The only way that you can find what your true divine destiny is going to be in this life, who your 
true soul mate should be, and what you were really born to be in this life, is by entering into God 
the Father’s perfect will for your life. 

There is absolutely no other way! The center of God’s perfect will for your life is the safest and 
most fulfilling realm that you will ever enter into in this life! 

Stepping out into God’s perfect will for your life where He is now guiding and leading your life in 
the direction that He will want it go in is like stepping from the dugout out onto the real baseball 
field where the real action of life is really at.  

Too many of God’s people are trying to play the game of life from the stands, and this is all 
because they are refusing to turn the reigns of their life over to Him for Him to fully handle. 

Study the Scripture verses very, very carefully. These verses are giving you major revelation 
from God the Father on the second most important decision that you will ever make in this life. 

Who you will be choosing to run your life – you or God – will make or break what time you still 
have left down here on this earth.  
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You only have one shot, one opportunity, and one window in which to leave your mark in this 
world. Let God the Father, through the Holy Spirit, guide you into the most incredible realm you 
can imagine this side of heaven – the realm of God’s perfect will for your life! 

Choose This Day Whom You Will Serve 

These first set of verses will all hit the nail right on the head. The very first verse from Joshua is 
one of the most classic statements ever made on the full surrender that God is looking for from 
each one of us. 

Joshua is a perfect example of someone who lived his entire life right in the Lord. He fully 
followed God all the days of his life and was completely successful in accomplishing all of the 
missions that God had set him out on. 

Joshua is a powerful role model for all Christians to follow by the way that he lived his life for 
God. His story is a perfect example for all Christians on how to properly follow God and the call 
that He can place on your life. As a final testament to this man’s story, God saw fit to name one 
of the books of the Bible after him – “The Book of Joshua.” 

In this first verse, Joshua says to choose this day whom you will serve. He says as far as he and 
his household are concerned, they will be serving the Lord. 

Joshua knew that he had to make a choice on how to live his life – either by serving himself and 
his own wants and desires – or to fully serve God the Father. 

As a result of making the correct decision as to who should be running his life, he became one 
of the most successful men in the Bible with everything that he accomplished for God. 

He was the first one to lead the Israelites from the desert into the Promised Land to begin to 
conquer and gain possession of the specific lands that God wanted them to have. 

Joshua ended his life making the statement that God had not failed to give him every ounce of 
land that his foot had stepped on. God was able to do this for him because he was willing to fully 
follow God every step of the way. 

The second verse then goes one step further to explain that each person has to make this choice 
for themselves as to who they are going to serve and follow in this life. 

This second verse specifically says that you cannot serve two masters – that you cannot try and 
serve both God and mammon. 

The word “mammon” means wealth and riches. 

Jesus Himself makes some very radical, intense statements on this issue. He says that those 
who are not with Him are against Him, and that He has not come to bring peace, but division! 

He specifically states that He has come with a sword to set a man against his own father and a 
daughter against her own mother. 

In other words, Jesus is drawing a major battle line in the sand. What He means by setting a son 
against his father or a daughter against her own mother is that each person must choose to 
serve and follow Him, and Him alone. And if you choose to serve and follow anyone else in this 
life – then you are going directly against Him. 

God has to be #1 in your life. He will not accept a second or third position next to your family 
and friends. 

Here are 10 powerful verses showing us that we are to only serve and follow the Lord in this life. 

http://www.bible-knowledge.com/joshua-and-caleb/
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• “And if it seems evil to you to serve the Lord, choose for yourselves this day whom 
you will serve … But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” (Joshua 24:15) 

• “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or 
else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and 
mammon.” (Matthew 6:24) 

• “If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be 
also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honor.” (John 12:26) 

• Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said: “We ought to obey God rather 
than men.” (Acts 5:29) 

• “Delight yourself also in the Lord, and He shall give you the desires of your heart. Commit 
your way to the Lord, trust also in Him, and He shall bring it to pass … Rest in the 
Lord, and wait patiently for Him.” (Psalm 37:4-7) 

• “But as for me, I trust in You, O Lord; I say, “You are my God.” My times are in Your 
hand …” (Psalm 31:14) 

• “He who is not with Me is against Me, and he who does not gather with Me scatters 
abroad.” (Matthew 12:30) 

• “I came to send fire on the earth … Do you suppose that I came to give peace on 
earth? I tell you, not at all, but rather division.” (Luke 12:49) 

• “Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth. I did not come to bring peace but 
a sword. For I have come to ‘set a man against his father, a daughter against her 
mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law.’ And ‘a man’s foes will be 
those of his own household. He who loves father or mother more than Me is not 
worthy of Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. 
And he who does not take his cross and follow Me is not worthy of Me. He who finds 
his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for My sake will find it.” (Matthew 10:34) 

• “Whoever of you does not forsake all that he has cannot be My disciple.” (Luke 14:33) 

Notice that Jesus says that unless you are willing to take up your cross and follow Him – that 
you will not be worthy of Him! What does Jesus mean when He says to take up your cross? 

What does the cross represent? What happened when Jesus went to the cross? He died 
a maximum death. The cross thus represents a maximum death for all of us. 

When you enter into this full surrender with God the Father – you are putting everything in your 
life to a maximum death in reference to yourself, since God will now be the One to control the 
direction your life will now be taking. 

You are putting to death all of your wants, all of your desires, and what you think you should 
be doing with your life since you have now turned the reigns of your life over to God the Father 
for Him to fully handle. 

What did Jesus really do when He went to the cross that day to die for all of our sins? 

He fully surrendered His entire being and His entire life over to God the Father in order to 
complete God’s perfect will for His life down here on this earth. It was God’s perfect will that He 
go to the cross to die for all of us – and Jesus was willing to fully surrender every part of His 
being and every part of His earthly life to God the Father to complete that divine call. 

This is why Jesus says in one of the above verses that unless you are willing to “forsake all” – 
you cannot truly become one of His disciples. 
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Forsaking all means that you are willing to fully surrender every aspect of your life over 
to God the Father and go with His perfect will and plan for your life rather than your own. 

Notice the specific wording in some of the above verses, all showing that the only way to live 
this life is under a full and complete surrender with God the Father: 

• We will serve the Lord 

• Commit your way to the Lord 

• My times are in Your Hand 

• No one can serve two masters 

• If anyone serves Me – let him follow Me 

• We ought to obey God rather than men 

• He who is not with Me is against Me 

All the above verses definitely show that the only way to truly “find” our life in this life is to fully 
commit to serving the Lord and going with His perfect will for what He wants to do with our life. 

There is no other way in this life to find true, inner happiness and fulfillment other than living and 
operating in the center of God’s perfect will for your life. 

And the only way this can be done is by completely surrendering every aspect of your being and 
every aspect of your life over to God the Father. 

Doing The Will of God 

These next set of verses will perfectly connect to all of the ones listed above. 

Once you fully surrender every aspect of your being and life over God the Father for Him to fully 
handle – then the next thing God will do is to let you know exactly what it is He wants you to do 
for Him in this life. Your job now, after entering into this full surrender with Him, is to seek to do 
His specific will for your life. 

When you really cut into this part of your walk with the Lord – what God is basically looking for 
from each one of us is that we take our lives one day at a time – and in each one of these days 
that we accomplish, to the best of our abilities, what He wants us to accomplish for that specific 
day. In other words, do what God wants you to do on a daily basis. 

Do the best and be the best that you can at the jobs and tasks that God will be calling you to do 
for Him on a daily basis. 

In these next set of verses, you will see specific words telling us that we must seek to do the will 
of God the Father and not our own will – and that we are to seek to finish the work that He has 
laid out before us. 

• “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he 
who does the will of My Father in heaven.” (Matthew 7:21) 

• Jesus said to them; “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His 
work.” (John 4:34) 

• “I can of Myself do nothing. As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is righteous, because I 
do not seek My own will but the will of the Father who sent Me.” (John 5:30) 

• “… who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, 
but according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus 
before time began.” (2 Timothy 1:8) 
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• “Now may the God of peace who brought up our Lord Jesus from the dead, the great 
Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you 
complete in every good work to do His will, working in you what is well pleasing in 
His sight…” (Hebrews 13:20) 

•  “… ‘I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after My own heart, who will do all My 
will.” (Acts 13:22) 

• ‘Then I will raise up for Myself a faithful priest who shall do according to what is in My 
heart and in My mind. I will build him a sure house, and he shall walk before My anointed 
forever.’ (1 Samuel 2:35) 

All of these verses are telling us, without any other possible interpretation, that we are to seek 
to do the will of God for our lives, and that we are to follow God, and God alone, as to what it is 
we should be striving after in this life. 

The verse above from Acts 13:22 is God the Father talking about King David. King David was 
the greatest king that Israel has ever had. 

Notice that God saw that David would be a man that would follow after “all” of His will – not just 
some or part of His will. This was one of the main keys as to why David became the greatest 
king that Israel has ever had. 

Notice the verse from 2 Timothy 1:8 states that we have a “holy calling” from the Lord, but that 
this holy calling is for God’s purpose for our lives, not for our own purpose, which will now lead 
us right into the next topic. 

God Has a Perfect Plan and Destiny for Your Life 

Once you are willing to completely surrender your entire life over to the God the Father for Him 
to fully handle, then what will happen next is that God will be setting you up to follow the specific 
path that He will want you to follow in Him – and in that path will be your call, your purpose, your 
duties, and the tasks that you will now be seeking to accomplish for Him. God now has a set 
plan and a set future for your life. 

One of the verses listed below states that “where there is no vision,” the people will perish. 

What I believe this verse is trying to tell us is that unless you know what your purpose is in this 
life, what you created for, and what it is you should be striving after – then you will aimlessly 
wander throughout your entire life never accomplishing anything of any real worth, and never 
fulfilling the divine destiny to which God has called you. 

Your life will “perish” right before your very eyes because you had never sought to do God’s 
perfect will for your life. You thus will have forever lost and wasted the one and only chance you 
had to do something of any consequence in this life with what little time you had to do it in. 

Here are 5 very good verses showing us that we all have a holy calling from the Lord, and that 
our days have been “determined and fashioned” to do something specific for the Lord. 

• Where there is no vision, the people perish.” (Proverbs 29:18) 

• “For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not 
of evil, to give you a future and a hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11) 

• “Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed. And in Your book they all were 
written, the days fashioned for me, when as yet there were none of them.” (Psalm 139:16) 

• Since his days are determined, the number of his months is with You; You have appointed 
his limits, so that he cannot pass.” (Job 14:5) 



10 
 

• “And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who 
are called according to His purpose.” (Romans 8:28) 

• For many are called, but few are chosen].” (Matthew 22:14) 

Notice the verse from Psalm 139:16 is literally telling us that God knows exactly what He wants 
to do with our lives before we have even been formed in our mother’s womb! It says that before 
we have even been born, God already has our days “fashioned” out for us. The next verse 
from Job 14:5 says that all of our days are “determined” by the Lord. 

These two powerful words – “determined and fashioned” – are both telling us that God has our 
entire lives perfectly planned out for us if we are willing to enter into His perfect will for our life. 

But the last verse, where it is stating that many are called but few are chosen, is sadly telling us 
that most people will never enter into God’s perfect will for their lives. 

This verse is not likely talking about our salvation, but about our calls in God. 

This verse is likely showing us that God is “calling” many to come and work for Him, but most 
are turning Him down for various reasons. Most people would rather control their own destinies 
rather than turn the reigns of their life over to God the Father for Him to fully handle. 

As a result, they will never find what their true divine destinies would have been in the Lord in 
this lifetime. 

God Will Guide Your Steps in This Life 

After coming into this full surrender with the Lord where He is now in full control of your life – two 
things will now start to occur. God will immediately place you on the path that He will want you 
to follow in Him. And on that path will be your call or calls, your jobs, and exactly what He will 
want you to do for Him for the rest of your earthly life. 

The second thing that will occur is that God will then start to guide your steps so that you can 
get to where you need to go to so you can fully accomplish everything that He will want you to 
accomplish for Him. 

If God is going to call you to be a great musician, a great Bible teacher, a great evangelist, a 
great doctor, or a great policeman – then He is also going to have to guide your steps so that 
you can make it to the tops of these types of mountains. 

These calls will not fruit out overnight. You will have to work and sweat to make it into these 
types of calls or whatever it is God is calling you to do for Him. This is where the real adventure 
of life is really at – in the climbing to the tops of these types of mountains. 

So not only do you get God’s best for your life as to what your divine destiny is going to be in 
Him – but you will also be getting God’s guidance on a daily basis so that you can reach these 
kinds of specific goals. 

If God is going to call you to be a great evangelist, but does not guide your steps on a daily basis 
on how to get there, then you will never make it on your own. You can only get to the top of your 
personal mountain in your call with God only if God is anointing you and leading you to be able 
to climb that mountain. 

Otherwise you will never make it on your own. Jesus specifically says that without Him we can 
do absolutely nothing. 

Many people have decided, without consulting God first, what mountains and goals they should 
be striving after in this life. 
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They then might make it halfway up their mountain, but then all of a sudden it happens – 
everything breaks down and they fall completely back down to the bottom of the mountain, 
literally losing everything they had built up in climbing halfway up that mountain. 

The Bible says that unless God builds the “house” of our lives – we will labor in vain trying to 
do it all on our own. There are many Christians who are now living defeated and broken lives as 
a result of broken dreams – all because they were trying to do it all on their own without any of 
God’s help, guidance, or power to get them there. 

Again, study these next set of verses very carefully. These are major, foundational verses in 
which to ground your walk with the Lord. The first verse will specifically tell you that it is the job 
of the Holy Spirit Himself to guide your steps in this life. The Bible tells us that the steps of a 
good man are “ordered” by the Lord, and that it is not in us to try and direct our own steps in 
this life. And that if we do try to direct our own steps in this life, that it will eventually lead to death! 

These are major power verses. Burn these major power verses into your memory bank. Get it 
settled once and for all in your mind and in your spirit that God will lead you and direct your steps 
in this life. This job now belongs to Him, and Him alone. This job does not belong to you, your 
best friends, or your parents! 

• “For as many are led by the Spirit of God, these are the sons of God.” (Romans 8:14) 

• “The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord …” (Psalm 37:23) 

• “O Lord, I know the way of a man is not in himself; it is not in man who walks to 
direct his own steps.” (Jeremiah 10:23) 

• “There is a way which seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death.” (Proverbs 14:12) 

• “A man’s steps are of the Lord. How then can a man understand his own way?” (Proverbs 20:24) 

• “A man’s heart plans his way, but the Lord directs his steps.” (Proverbs 16:9) 

• “Direct my steps by Your word, and let no iniquity have dominion over me.” (Psalm 119:133) 

• “Therefore be followers of God as dear children.” (Ephesians 5:1) 

• “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.” (John 10:27) 

• “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding; in all your 
ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5) 

• “The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me to lie down in green 
pastures; He leads me beside the still waters. He restores my soul; He leads me in 
the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.” (Psalm 23:1) 

• Thus says the Lord, your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel: “I am the Lord your God, 
who teaches you to profit, who leads you by the way you should go.” (Isaiah 48:17) 

• “Show me Your ways, O Lord; teach me Your paths. Lead me in Your truth and teach 
me, for You are the God of my salvation …” (Psalm 25:4) 

• “I will instruct you and teach you the way you should go; I will guide you with My eye.” (Psalm 32:8) 

• “Teach me Your way, Lord, and lead me in a smooth path, because of my enemies.” (Psalm 27:11) 

• “The Lord will guide you continually …” (Isaiah 58:11) 

• “For this is God, our God forever and ever; He will be our guide even to death.” (Psalm 48:14) 

• “Moreover You led them by day with a cloudy pillar, and by night with a pillar of fire, 
to give them light on the road which they should travel.” (Nehemiah 9:12) 

• “All like sheep have gone astray; we have turned, every one, to his own way …” (Isaiah 53:6) 

• “Therefore you shall be careful to do as the Lord Your God has commanded you; You 
shall not turn aside to the right hand or to the left.” (Deuteronomy 5:32) 
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Notice the last verse is telling us that once we embark on the path that God now has us set up 
on, that we are not to change course by attempting to turn to the right or to the left. 

The Bible says that the road God will now place us on is a “straight” and narrow road. There is 
no turning back once you enter in on the path of God’s perfect will for your life. 

In the second last verse, it specifically tells us that if we seek to go after our own way in this life, 
that we are looked upon by God as sheep that have gone astray. 

These verses are extremely powerful. Notice the specific words that I will now number and bold for 
you, once again to hammer home the point that it is God’s job to fully guide your steps in this life. 

• Led by the Spirit of God 

• The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord 

• It is not in man who walks to direct his own steps 

• A way which seems right to a man … its end is the way of death 

• A man’s steps are of the Lord 

• The Lord directs his steps 

• Direct my steps by Your Word 

• Be followers of God as dear children 

• My sheep hear My voice … and they follow Me 

• He shall direct your paths 

• He leads me by still waters 

• He leads me in the paths of righteousness 

• Leads you by the way you should go 

• Lead me in your truth 

• I will guide you with My eye 

• Lead me in a smooth path 

• The Lord will guide you continually 

• He will be our guide even to death 

• Led them by day … to give them light on the road which they should travel 

When you read all of these key phrases one after the other, there is no question that the only 
way for each and every Christian to live this earthly life is under a full and complete surrender 
with God the Father – with God leading your life every step of the way on a daily basis through 
the Holy Spirit. There is no other way in which to live this life. I do not think God the Father could 
have made it any clearer than by the way that He has worded all of the above Scripture verses. 

The Consequences of Not Fully Following God 

One of the most dramatic examples of one group of people who followed God “fully” and 
another group who did not were the Israelites who were tested by God the Father in the desert 
after being rescued from the Egyptians in the story of Moses. 

Near the beginning of the 40 year wilderness experience, they were all getting ready to go into 
the Promised Land to reap their big reward in God. 

However, before they went in, they sent in twelve spies to see what their enemies looked like 
and what they would encounter once they crossed over to possess the land from some of these 
evil people. When the spies came back, ten of them came back with a bad report. They said the 
enemies were too big and that their kingdoms were too well fortified. 
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Mind you, the Israelites had just seen one of the greatest displays of God’s power that the world 
has ever seen when He threw 10 whopper plagues at the Pharaoh to set them free. 

Yet, just as they were getting ready to cross over into their Promised Land, they started 
questioning and doubting that God could take these enemies out for them, even though God 
had just got done delivering them from an entire Egyptian nation several years earlier! 

When God sees their lack of faith and belief in Him that He could conquer these lands for them, 
He threw up His hands and said that was going to be it. 

He pronounced a severe judgment on them, telling them that all of the men 20 years of age and 
older would not enter into the Promised Land due to their lack of faith and belief in Him to be 
able to accomplish this mission for them, and because they had not “wholly followed God.” 

However, God then states that He will allow Joshua, Caleb and all the men under 20 years of 
age to go in there to conquer and possess the land – all because they had a “different spirit” in 
them and because they would be willing to “follow God fully.” 

This story is a perfect poster story for one group of people who were willing to follow God fully, 
and another group of people who were not. As a result, the one group that was willing to follow 
God fully got to go into the Promised Land, while the other group did not! 

Those are the consequences of not having enough faith and belief in God the Father and not 
being willing to fully follow Him in this life. 

How many Christians have missed out on entering into their Promised Land this side of 
heaven – all because they failed to fully follow God and take the path that He wanted them 
to take in this life! 

Here are two very powerful Scripture verses describing the above scenario. 

• “Surely none of the men who came up from Egypt, from twenty years old and above, 
shall see the land of which I swore to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, because they 
have not wholly followed Me, ‘except Caleb … and Joshua … for they have wholly 
followed the Lord.’ “So the Lord’s anger was aroused against Israel, and He made them 
wander in the wilderness forty years, until all the generation that had done evil in the sight 
of the Lord was gone.” (Numbers 32:11) 

• Then the Lord said: “I have pardoned, according to your word … because all these men 
who have seen My glory and the signs which I did in Egypt and in the wilderness, and 
have put Me to the test now these ten times, and have not heeded My voice, they certainly 
shall not see the land of which I swore to their fathers, nor shall any of those who rejected 
Me see it.But My servant Caleb, because he has a different spirit in him and has 
followed Me fully, I will bring into the land where he went, and his descendants shall 
inherit it.” (Numbers 14:20) 

These two verses give all Christians major revelation on what God is looking for from each one 
of us. He is looking for those who will “follow Him fully.” Being willing to fully follow God means 
that you are willing to enter into this full surrender with Him where He will be the One who will 
fully guide your steps in this life – not you or anyone else. 

Here are two more good verses showing the negative consequences of not being willing to fully 
follow God in this life. 

• “Woe to the rebellious children,” says the Lord, “Who take counsel, but not of Me, and 
who devise plans, but not of My Spirit, that they may add sin to sin; who walk to go 
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down to Egypt, and have not asked My advice, to strengthen themselves in the strength 
of Pharaoh, and to trust in the shadow of Egypt! Therefore, the strength of Pharaoh shall 
be your shame, and trust in the shadow of Egypt shall be your humiliation.” (Isaiah 30:1) 

• “If you are willing and obedient, you shall eat the good of the land; but if you refuse 
and rebel, you shall be devoured by the sword;” (Isaiah 1:19) 

All four of these verses are as clear as they can be. Choose God and His divine path for your 
life, and you will find true, inner happiness and fulfillment in this life. Choose your way or anyone 
else’s way – and you will reap absolutely nothing in this life as far as God is concerned when it 
is all finally said and done. 

God Will Reward Those Who Will Fully Follow Him 

For those who are willing to fully follow God in this life and operate in this full surrender with Him, 
there are some incredible blessings and rewards that God can bestow upon you – not only in 
this life, but also in the next life as well. 

Here are 6 very good verses all stating that Jesus will be rewarding us for the good works that 
we are willing to do for Him while down here on this earth. 

Again, these good works will not get us into heaven, as the Bible is very clear that it is only by 
grace through faith in Jesus that we can receive eternal salvation. But God and Jesus will be 
rewarding us to some degree for the works that we are willing to do for Them down here. 

The Bible does not tell us exactly what these rewards will be – but if we are dealing with a God 
of maximum intensity, then you can bet your bottom dollar that these rewards are going to be 
something very special and will definitely surpass any rewards that we can receive down here 
on this earth. 

Notice in 5 out of the 6 verses that it says that God and Jesus will be specifically rewarding us 
for our “works and labor” that we are willing to do for Them. 

• “For what is a man profited if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? For the 
Son of Man … will reward each according to his works.” (Matthew 16:26) 

• “Each one will receive his own reward according to his own labor.” (1 Corinthians 3:8) 

• “And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one 
according to his work.” (Revelation 22:12) 

• “… I am He who searches the minds and hearts. And I will give to each one according 
to your works.” (Revelation 2:23) 

• “For the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and then He will 
reward each according to his works.” (Matthew 16:27) 

• “And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or 
children or lands, for My name’s sake, shall receive a hundredfold, and inherit 
everlasting life.” (Matthew 19:29) 

Depending on what God may call you to do for Him in this life – some may be forced to leave 
family, friends, cities, states, or possibly even their own countries. If they receive this kind of extra 
heavy call from the Lord, notice the last verse says that God will be rewarding those who are willing 
to take on these types of extra-heavy calls with a hundredfold type reward and blessing. 

Again, the Bible does not tell us what this hundredfold reward and blessing may be. But my 
guess is that it will be one, big, whopper, intense reward due to the extreme sacrifices these 
people will be making in order to accomplish the divine missions that God will send them out on. 
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Bottom line – any earthly wealth by way of money, possessions, and fame that is acquired by 
doing our own thing and calling all of our own shots in this life will all completely disappear the 
second we physically die and depart from this life. We will take absolutely nothing that we have 
earned, made, or acquired into the next life. 

Jesus Himself could not have said it any better when He says in one of the above verses that 
what good will it do a man if he gains the whole world in the area of material wealth and 
possessions, but loses his own soul in the process of acquiring all of that wealth. 

It will have all been for naught when that person comes to the end of his life, and is forced to 
face up to mortality and comes to the full realization that all of the earthly wealth that he was 
able to acquire and accumulate will die and perish right alongside the physical body when he 
finally dies and leaves this world. No earthly wealth will pass over with him into the next life. 

Many wealthy people do not come to this revelation until they are literally on their deathbeds. 
They then all of a sudden “see” that they had their priorities all wrong in this life, and they had 
chased after all the wrong things in this life. 

The Bible makes it very clear that if we choose to do our own thing and follow our own way in 
this life – that our way will eventually lead to death. 

For those who are not Christians, it will mean the death of their souls by not making it into 
heaven. For those who are Christians, it will mean the loss of being able to receive some really 
big intense rewards from God once we enter into heaven to be with Him for all of eternity. 

Everyone Will Face God For A Personal Judgment 

These next 3 verses will show that everyone of us will have to face the Lord for a personal 
judgment when we die and cross over. These verses will tell us that everything that we have done 
in this life, all the good with all of the bad, will come before the Lord for judgment and scrutiny. 

There will not be one thing that will be hidden from Him, no matter how secret we may think it is 
this side of heaven. 

The last verse is from Ecclesiastes states that “every work” that we have done will be brought 
before God for judgment. There are only two types of work that God will be judging – those that 
are done in the perfect will of God for our lives, and those that are done operating out of own wills. 

Which works do you think will be the more highly rewarded and the more approved of by our 
Lord once we cross over to meet Him face to face – the works that were done in His name, for 
His sake, and in His perfect will for our lives – or the works that were done solely for ourselves 
and for our own self-gratification? 

These next 3 verses are a very sobering reminder of what is going to happen to each and 
everyone of us when we die and cross over. This is why you must get all of your priorities set 
straight and live your life for what will be recorded up in heaven, not for what will perish down 
here the minute you die and cross over. 

• “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep His commandments, 
for this is the whole duty of man. For God will bring every work into judgment, including 
every secret thing, whether it is good or whether it is evil.” (Ecclesiastes 12:13) 

• “And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open 
to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account.” (Hebrews 4:13) 

• “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may 
receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good 
or bad.” (2 Corinthians 5:10) 
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Knowing what all of these Scripture verses are trying to tell you – who do you want to live for? 

Yourself and your own goals and aspirations, knowing full well that none of your fleshly 
accomplishments will be highly rewarded by God once you enter into heaven. Or do you want 
to live for God and His call for your life – knowing that everything that you do for Him operating 
under His perfect will for your life will be very highly rewarded once you enter into heaven? 

Each Christian must make their own personal choice on this matter. You must choose this day 
whom you will serve – yourself or God. There is no middle area or neutral grounds on this issue. 
This is an all-or-nothing proclamation being made by the Lord to each and every born-again 
believer. After you get saved, this will now become the biggest and most important decision that 
you will ever make in this life. 

How to Enter Into a Full Surrender With the Lord 

Before you really enter into this full surrender with the Lord, you really need to think about this 
and really chew on the ramifications that making this full surrender will entail. This will be the 
most life-altering decision that you will ever make in this life. If you turn your life over to the Lord 
for Him to completely handle – your life will take a completely different course as versus the one 
your life would take if you would decide to control your own destiny and call all of your own shots. 

Once you make this full surrender with the Lord, there is no turning back, no matter what hell, 
life, or the devil may try and throw your way. You can obviously always bail out on God anytime 
you want to, as He will never force you to stay loyal to Him and fully serve Him. You are free to 
go anytime you want. 

However, once you have the knowledge of what this full surrender is really all about, and then 
you decide to embark on this adventure with God, and you then you bail out on Him 10-20 years 
down the road – God is going to judge you much more severely when you die and cross over to 
face Him for your own personal judgment as versus another Christian who really did not have 
much knowledge on this part of the walk with Him. 

To whom much is given, much more will be expected! 

Jesus Himself has stated that you are better off never having known the truth than having known 
the truth, and then turning back to your old ways. Once you receive knowledge from God as to 
what He wants you to do with your life and how He wants you to handle it – then He will expect 
you to do something with that knowledge and implement it into your life. 

The Bible says that faith without any type of works will be dead. 

Even though God will always let you bail out on Him anytime you want to in your walk 
with Him, you must make this decision for yourself as to who you will choose to serve 
and follow in this life – yourself or God. 

If you decide to fully serve God and fully surrender your entire life over to Him, then you 
must set your face like flint, draw your battle line in the sand, and march forward 
determined that you will stay true, loyal, and faithful to God for the rest of your earthly 
life – no matter what the cost – and no matter what life, hell, or the devil tries to throw 
your way to try and knock you off course.  

This is a full surrender to the death! 

That is why I say there is no turning back once you decide to make this decision to fully surrender 
your entire life to the Lord and follow His perfect will for your life. You will be held accountable 
for the knowledge that you now have about this part of your walk with God the Father. 
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If after really thinking and meditating on all of this, you decide that there is no other way to live 
your life, and that you truly want to enter into this full surrender with the Lord – it now becomes 
very easy to do. You do not have to get all worked up into any type of major prevailing or travailing. 

This is simply a conscience decision that you will make with your own intellect operating out of 
your own free will with the Lord. 

Here are two short, simple prayers getting straight to the point with God on this decision. The 
first prayer will be the one that you will do to make the initial full surrender with Him. 

The second prayer is the one that you should do at least once or twice a year for the rest of your life 
so you can let God know that you mean serious business with Him as to who should be running 
your life – and that you will continue to let Him have the reigns of your life to the day you literally die. 

One last thing. Making a full surrender to God, is making a full and complete surrender. You can 
hold nothing back. Some Christians only surrender certain parts of their life to God, but not other 
parts. If you do not make a full and complete surrender of everything in your life to God the 
Father – then you will partially handcuff Him in being able to work full force in your life. 

To make sure that you fully surrender everything over to the Lord, you must surrender 4 specific 
things over to Him. The apostle Paul says we have 3 parts to our beings – body, soul, and spirit. 
He then says we are to have all three parts of our being “completely sanctified” in the Lord. 

The only way that can happen is if we are willing to completely surrender all three parts of our 
being to the Lord for Him to sanctify. 

Here is the verse from Paul that is specifically telling us to do this: 

“May the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; and may your whole spirit, soul, 
and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Thessalonians 5:23) 

In addition to these three parts of our being, God now wants one more thing from us – and that 
is our “entire life.” Entire life is everything in our life – past, present, and future. 

Some may surrender their job lives over to God, but not the choice as to who they should marry. 
They then marry the wrong person as a result of making this decision all on their own, and as a 
result, they end up throwing a monkey wrench into the course that their life had been taking in the 
Lord, and they sometimes are completely knocked off the course that God initially set them up on. 

This is why the Bible tells us that God has to be the One to build the house that you are 
attempting to build in this life. One wrong move on your part could cause the whole house to 
completely unravel and fall apart. A chain is only as strong as each of the individual links are. 
One weak or broken link can cause the whole chain to completely unravel! 

Marrying the wrong person or taking the wrong job could cause you to lose valuable years on 
the mountain you are attempting to climb in God due to having to deal with the serious 
consequences of making that wrong choice. This is why God has to be in total control over 
every area of your life – not just some or part of it. 

In these two prayers, you will see I have you surrendering your body, your soul, your spirit, and 
your “entire life” over to God the Father. 

When you tell God you are willing to surrender your entire life over to Him – He will take you very 
serious and assume that you literally mean everything and anything in your life – no holds barred! 

Here are the two specific prayers. Obviously feel free to add any of your own personal words 
when making this commitment to Him. But the specific wording in these two prayers, if truly done 
from your heart, will break you into a realm with God that will completely change the course of 
your entire life. 
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1. Making the Initial Full Surrender 

“Father, In the name of Jesus, I am now willing to place my body, my soul, my spirit, and 
my entire life into Your hands. I now ask that You place me into Your perfect will for my 
life. From this moment on, I will choose to stay fully surrendered to You all the days of 
my life, and will allow You to lead and direct my life in the direction that You will want it 
to go in. Thank You Father. Thank You Jesus. Thank You Holy Spirit.” 

2. To Stay in the Full Surrender 

“Father, In the name of Jesus, I continue to place my body, my soul, my spirit, and my 
entire life into Your hands. I am choosing to stay fully surrendered to You all the days of 
my life, and I ask that You continue to keep me in Your perfect will for my life. Thank You 
Father. Thank You Jesus. Thank You Holy Spirit.” 

If you are willing to make this full surrender to the Lord, He will then start to take full control of 
your life and steer it in the direction that He will now want it to go in. You have now just stepped 
from the dugout out onto the real playing field of life – where God can now use you to complete 
His divine purpose for your life. 

Here are three very profound verses from Scripture nicely summarizing the above argument as 
to why each and every Christian needs to commit to making this full surrender with the Lord. 

The first is on the verse that unless God is the One to build the house of your life, then you will 
be laboring in vain with the house you are trying to build all on your own efforts and wisdom. 

The second is from Jesus where He states that unless you build your house on Him, the Rock, 
then it will eventually fall completely apart as soon as any storm clouds start to come against it. 

The third verse sums up this whole argument when God says that He is giving each person a 
real, big choice to make in this life. 

They can either choose to receive true life by choosing to follow God and all of His ways for their 
lives – or they can choose a life of death and cursing by following their own ways, the ways of 
someone else, or the ways of this world. 

The key words in this last verse is that you “cling to Him,” that you “obey His voice,” and that 
you “love the Lord your God.” Clinging to God means that you are walking very close with Him 
in this full surrender. 

He leads, we follow – just like the sheep follow the shepherd. The Bible tells us that Jesus is our 
Shepherd and as such, it is our job to fully follow Him in this life. 

These three verses perfectly capture the big picture as to what is really most important in this 
life and who we should really be living this life for. Here they are: 

• “Unless the Lord builds the house, they labor in vain who build it.” (Psalm 127:1) 

• “Whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise 
man who built his house on the rock; and the rain descended, the floods came, and 
the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the 
rock. Now everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like 
a foolish man who built his house on the sand: and the rain descended, the floods came, 
and the winds blew and beat on that house, and it fell. And great was its fall.” (Matthew 7:24) 

• “… I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life, 
that both you and your descendants may live, that you may love the Lord your God, 
that you may obey His voice, and that you may cling to Him, for He is your life and 
the length of your days …” (Deuteronomy 30:19) 
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When you put all of the Bible verses together on this subject as in the above captions – the 
evidence is absolutely overwhelming that God the Father wants this full and complete surrender 
from each and every one of us so that He is fully free to guide our lives in the directions that He 
will want to take them in. 

However, it is clear that the Lord has conveyed that this decision is one of the hardest for many 
of His people to make. 

There is something inside each one of us that wants to control our own destinies, call all of our 
own shots, decide who we are going to marry, and decide what goals and aspirations we should 
be striving for in this life. 

This natural desire for independence inside of each one of us is actually good, as it helps to 
prevent us from falling into human and demonic slavery. 

Our country is a perfect example of that spirit in operation when we gained our full independence. 
However, that same spirit has no place in our personal relationship with God. 

The Bible specifically says that all men and all women have sinned and fall way short of the glory 
of God and that without Jesus, we can do absolutely nothing of any consequence. We are 
imperfect in every way, shape, and form. We are powerless within our own beings to accomplish 
anything of any real worth with the Lord. 

Only God is all-powerful and all-knowing, and He is the only One who can anoint us with His 
divine power, and then guide us every step of the way to accomplish anything meaningful in this 
life before we die and cross over to be with Him for all eternity. 

Many Christians feel that if they make this full surrender with the Lord, that they will lose all of 
their freedom and independence – even if it is God Almighty Himself they are serving. However, 
the Bible tells us that there is liberty and freedom where the Spirit of the Lord is at. 

In other words, you will have much more freedom, liberty, and independence by serving 
and following God than you would if you serve yourself or someone else. 

The apostle Paul could not have said it any better when he says that he is a servant to all – but 
a slave to none! Here are two very good verses from the apostle Paul giving us this powerful 
piece of revelation: 

1. “For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might 
win the more.” (1 Corinthians 9:19) 

2. “You were bought at a price; do not become slaves of men. Brethren, let each one 
remain with God in that calling in which he was called.” (1 Corinthians 7:23) 

The way Paul has this last verse worded – you are a slave if you are not serving God and 
operating in the specific call that He has set up for your life. 

By being willing to fully surrender your entire life to the Lord – not only will you find what 
you were created to be and exactly what your true, divine destiny is going to be in this 
life – but you will also find a new sense of freedom and liberty that you never knew could 
exist in a world where many people are constantly trying to control one another to one 
degree or another. 

God highly respects your free will and He will work very closely with you as He starts to guide 
your steps on an everyday basis. You can totally trust Him to perfectly handle you and your life. 

The choice is now yours for those of you who have not made this full surrender with the Lord. 
You must choose this day whom you will serve. You cannot try to live in both of these realms. 
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Many of God’s people have been straddling the fence post with God on this issue for a long time 
and as a result, they have been living in a lot of torment and turmoil over a good course of their 
life, never finding that true peace that passes all understanding. 

True peace can only be found in the center of God’s perfect will for your life – and the only way 
to enter into that bubble is by being willing to surrender your body, your soul, your spirit, and 
your entire life into the hands of God the Father. There is no other way! 

As said earlier, this decision as to who you will follow and serve in this life will be the most 
important, life-altering decision that you will ever make in this life after you have become saved 
and born again. God has made it as clear as He possibly could in the way that He has worded 
all of the above Scripture verses. 

No matter what age you are, it is never too late to come into this full surrender with God. Look 
at what happened in the story of Moses. He was 80 years old when God called him out to rescue 
the Jewish people. 

This one man helped to change the entire course of Jewish history because He was willing to 
enter into God’s perfect will and plan for his life and follow it all the way through until the mission 
was fully accomplished – and this was all done over the last 40 years of his life, from the age of 
80 till the age of 120. 

If you have been running your own life over all of these years with no real fruit, with no 
real sense of accomplishment or worth – try giving the Lord a chance. He may just blow 
you away with what He may have in store for you if you are willing to come into this full 
surrender with Him. 

More Bible Verses About Surrendering 

Matthew 16:24-27 - Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny 
himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever would save his life will lose it, but 
whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole 
world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in return for his soul? For the Son of Man 
is going to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay each person 
according to what he has done.  

Proverbs 3:5-6 - Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own 
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.  

James 4:8 - Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, 
and purify your hearts, you double-minded.  

1 Corinthians 10:13 - No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is 
faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will 
also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.  

Romans 12:1 - I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies 
as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.  

 

FULL  SURRENDER 
By Rodney W. Francis 

 “I beseech (“urge”) you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies 
a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable (“rational”) service. And do 
not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may 
prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. For I say, through the grace 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+16%3A24-27&version=ESV
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12%3A1&version=ESV
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given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to 
think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith” (Romans 12:1-3). 

One of the results of full surrender is the difference in our minds ~ we will have a renewed mind 
(Ephesians 4:20-24). I liken the mind of Christ to the Salvation of Christ. Jesus died for the whole 
world, but only those who come to Him are saved. In the same way, Jesus Christ has given the 
Christian His mind, but only those who accept, or enter into and apply it, receive Christ’s mind. 

• Beloved, let us all have the mind of Christ in us.   

• The mind of Christ will not lead us in the way of the flesh. 

• The mind of Christ will not take us into the things of the world. 

• The mind of Christ points us to Jesus and glorifies God. 

• “Be renewed in the spirit of your mind”(Ephesians 4:23). 

Some Results of Presenting Our Bodies to God 

The first result of presenting our bodies unto God is that we have a transformation of mind and 
take on the mind of Christ. It is important that we live by the mind of Christ. When we do that we 
will walk in holiness. We can never live a life of holiness until we have laid our all upon the altar. 
When we, from the depths of our hearts, “present our bodies a living sacrifice,” then God will 
make us holy because His temple is holy, which is you and me.  He wants Holy Temples for His 
Holy Spirit to live in.  How can we be holy?  By drawing near to God; by presenting our bodies 
unto the Lord . . . “Let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting 
holiness in the fear of God” (2 Corinthians 7:1) 

God Reveals His Will to a Surrendered Life 

The main result of full surrender is that we find GOD WILL REVEAL HIS WILL FOR OUR LIVES 
UNTO US. How? As we wait before Him in prayer, which we must do ~ as we read and study 
God’s Word ~ and we are open for the Prophetic Word to come to us through other Christian 
believers. Allow the Holy Spirit to quicken/make alive the Living Word of God to your heart: “For 
the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to 
the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and 
intents of the heart”  (Hebrews 4:12). 

Yes, Praise the Lord, we can know the plan of God for our life. The Scripture says that if we 
will “present our bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is our 
reasonable service, and be not conformed to this world, but to be TRANSFORMED by the 
renewing of our minds,” then not only will we know the will of God, but we will PROVE 
WHAT IS THAT GOOD AND ACCEPTABLE AND PERFECT WILL OF GOD!  

That’s the place I want to live in, don’t you? Day by day living according to God’s good and 
acceptable and perfect will. We can do it, but we must present our bodies; we must give 
ourselves completely over to God. They did it in the early Church . . . “But we will give ourselves 
continually to prayer and to the ministry of the Word” (Acts 6:4). It will mean more time in prayer 
and in the Word. But, oh, God will be able to take us, make us, and use us for His praise, honor 
and glory. We will experience the Lord meeting the needs in other people’s lives through us, and 
we will be able to give Him ALL the praise and glory because we have presented our bodies 
unto Him as “our reasonable service.” 

Jesus Did Not Call Half-Hearted Believers 

What I have shared above was the expectation of Biblical requirements for a follower of Jesus 
Christ. Jesus did not call half-hearted believers. He called for those who would “lay down their 
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own lives for Him and His cause”. This is what He said: “Whoever desires to come after Me, let 
him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will 
lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the Gospel’s will save it. For what will it profit 
a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange 
for his soul? For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful 
generation, of him the Son of Man also will be ashamed when He comes in the glory of His 
Father with the holy angels” (Mark 8:34-38).  

Yes, there is a price to pay to follow Jesus ~ the Jesus of the Bible that is. There are so many 
counterfeits out in the world today who claim to be proclaimers of Jesus, but the true followers 
of Jesus are those who hear His voice and follow what He teaches us. With Him it is FULL 
SURRENDER! It is not simply going to church or being part of one. It is a commitment of 
everything we are and have to Him. 

• When God knows He has our full surrender, He will take us, make us and use us 
for His glory in a way that is beyond anything that we can accomplish in our own 
strength and efforts. 

That has how it has been for Jean and me in our lives. As a result of listening to His voice and 
obeying ~ even when it seemed illogical to the natural mind ~ God has given us a life of 
ministering to multiplied thousands of lives (mostly Christian Leaders) around the world. It is very 
satisfying to be used of God to impact other lives in a positive way. To keep The GFM Ministry 
going and growing it has taken a total commitment and full surrender to God. And we have no 
regrets for that. We have been able to accomplish things that we could not have accomplished 
any other way. It has nothing to do with how much education or theological training one has (I 
was a school drop-out and have never been to Bible School, except to teach)! Rather, it is all 
about a personal relationship with Jesus Christ Who still speaks today and guides us in 
the way of truth and what He has called us to do for Him. Over 15 years ago He called us to 
live totally by faith, and it has been amazing at how He has provided for us and The GFM Ministry 
since that time ~ totally mortgage and debt-free! Hallelujah! Over and above the daily running 
expenses of the Ministry ~ and our own personal needs ~ we have been able to print and give 
away freely over 130,000 books in the past two years alone. This Ministry is a testimony of what 
can happen when we are fully surrendered to God and His purposes. We look to Him as our 
Source of supply, not man. I share this testimony as so many Christians struggle to know God’s 
will, seem to have little faith to trust a Big God to supply the need for that which He has called 
them to do, and so restrict themselves to accomplishing things according to logical reasoning. 
When we are fully surrendered to God and have to trust Him to supply the need to enable us to 
fully obey His will, then we will see what our Big and Good God can do. 

• God is longing to be GOD to the Christians today! 

• Do not limit your walk with God to that which other people tell you what you can or cannot do.  

• What God has called you to do, YOU CAN DO!  

• He is the Expert!  

• He is successful every time!  

• Do not doubt His ability!  

• Throw yourself totally onto Him and see what He will do for you.  
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BEING SPIRITUALLY REAL OR, WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO SURRENDER? 
by Harry W. Schaumburg 

I believe many people live the “Christian life” without being spiritually real. Let me explain what I 
mean. Many Christians have adopted a lifestyle that follows a form of spirituality that seems right 
to them. The question we must ask is this: Is our Christian life a reality truly shaped by biblical 
theology, namely the Word and Spirit of God? If it is not, we can live what is called “a Christian 
life,” but in the end live an unauthorized version of what it means to be a disciple of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Not only will we be disloyal to the teachings of the Teacher, but publicly we will 
present a gospel that is weak and foolish. 

Essentially, this type of Christian life is lived out more by instinct than on the basis of the truth 
that is revealed to us in God’s Word. Basic to this life is an emotional interest in God; an interest 
in Bible reading, prayer and books on how to live the Christian life. Such activities tend to quiet 
the person’s mind and their souls feels lifted emotionally. But are they really in the battle; can 
they stand the heat and will they persevere to the end? Are they being spiritually real? 

The ultimate illusion we create, and from which all other illusions evolve, is a false god. The 
ultimate illusion of a false god is always based on the false belief that God exists to serve us 
rather than the truth that we exist for God. When we live the Christian life with only an emotional 
interest in the God of the Universe we are inclined to relate to Him and pray in a manner that 
indicates that we think we know how our lives are supposed to work. In this form of spirituality 
we dictate to God what we want. In the end, God is not God, we are! 

The core problem is that there has been no surrender to the will of God. Simply, their minds are 
not conformed to the mind of Christ (see Phil. 2:1-11). Rather, one is in danger of becoming hard 
and dogmatic toward God and others. After all, we think we know what God should being doing 
in the situation so we certainly know what others should do too. I have so often quoted Oswald 
Chambers on this matter: “We are intellectually insubordinate, spiritually stubborn, and we 
dictate to God in our pious phraseology what we want and then hunt through the Bible to back 
up our pet theories.” 

To move beyond the “Christian life” of today and be spiritually real with a deep interest in God, 
not just an emotional interest, we must embrace an intense spiritual reality that is built on 
surrender to the will of God. Simply put, to be spiritually real, I must acknowledge that my life is 
not my own. As Os Guinness puts it, “I have nothing to gain, nothing to lose and nothing to 
proven. I only want to hear the words, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant.’” On the surface, 
we can give up things and devote ourselves to serving God. However, is that really surrender? 
Is God really God? We can talk about surrender and even think we are surrendered to God, but 
we must ask ourselves the following question. Personally, I find it convicting. “Do I understand 
that whatever comes into my life is of the Lord?” So many things in our lives, from the mundane 
to the atrocious, produce a call for deliverance or relief. How quickly we miss the point of God 
working to shape and use us for His glory. 

Ponder that question, and let it challenge your beliefs in light of the revelation of scripture (see 
Psalm139:16; Hebrews 12:1-2; Eph. 1:11; James 4:13-16).  Then consider this from Paul. “Do 
all things without grumbling or questioning... ”(Phil. 2:14), which follows his earlier imperative 
that “. . . our manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ . . .” (Phil. 1:27). As we apply this 
exhortation we also live out what it means to “. . . work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling, for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure”(Phil 
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2:12, 13). The focus is not having life work according to our plans and purposes, but setting our 
primary role in the world: That we are to be “. . . blameless and innocent, children of God without 
blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in 
the world, holding fast to the word of life . . .” (Phil. 2:15, 16). I often quote Dallas Willard “We 
are to be the anvil, but not the doormat.” “We are to be the anvil when bad men are the hammer,” 
states Charles Spurgeon. God is shaping us; He is shaping others through us. 

The challenge is to live our lives in dramatic contrast to the secular views that now dominate not 
only our thinking but our lifestyle. If we take the challenge, our lives can be shaped and directed 
by a unique biblical view of living. We will live an intense spiritual reality, a surrendered life. 

 

THE MEANING OF REAL SURRENDER TO GOD 
By David A. DePra 

When we think about, "surrendering to God," we usually think in terms of letting God do what He 
wants with a SITUATION. This is certainly good – for most often God does use situations to 
bring us to a surrender. However, if we limit surrender to our situation, we are liable to miss the 
point. 

God wants us to surrender a situation. But more than this, God wants us to surrender ourselves! 
Yet it is important for us to grasp the meaning of surrendering ourselves. For again, we often 
think that this means, "Well, I will die to myself and put aside what I want in this thing, and allow 
God to do as He pleases." Again – this is good. But it still isn’t the real issue. 

To surrender myself to God means this: I will let God do in me whatever is necessary to get 
Himself glory, and whatever is necessary to make me into the person He is after. I hope we see 
that this is much different that surrendering a situation to God. It is. What I am talking about here 
is more than surrendering THINGS to God, and then standing back and letting Him work. No. I am 
talking about surrendering MYSELF to God. There is no standing back. And there is no simple, 
"cooperation with God." Rather, the whole issue is my relationship with God. I – my whole self – 
is falling into His hands so that He can make ME BE what He wants through the current situation. 

This is what Paul means when he talks about giving ourselves to God as a living sacrifice: 

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to 
this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that 
good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. (Romans 12:1-2) 

What is being described here is not the surrender of a situation or a circumstance. No. It is the 
surrender of the PERSON. If we do this, we are saying to God, "Lord, I relinquish my right to be 
what I think I ought to be, and I fall into Your hands so that You can make me be what You want 
me to be." This will result in God’s glory, and of course, in my freedom. 

Now, this ought to be great news. Because what it means is that it takes out of your hands the 
pressure of trying to BE what you think you should be. It takes off of you the necessity of, "trying 
to have faith." It removes the fear that you might not know what you need to know to come 
through to the will of God in any matter. It puts all of that in God’s hands. In effect, we simply 
surrender ourselves to God. He does the rest. 

I’m NOT saying we need not believe and obey – as much as possible, right where we are. But if 
you have not yet figured it out, you know that the very nature of a great trial is that you CANNOT 
seem to do this. You find that you don’t have the faith, and continue to fail. Sure. God is exposing 
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you as inadequate SO THAT you will take this next step. He wants you to say, "Lord, do whatever 
is necessary to MAKE ME what you are after. Lord, I don’t have the faith. Do what is necessary 
to create in me the faith. Lord, I don’t know if I am right about this matter – I don’t know if I have 
seen the Truth about You in it. But I give myself to you that you might do whatever it takes to 
show me the Truth, and to make that Truth living in me." This is true surrender, and the one 
spoken about in Romans 12:1-2. 

Of course, when we make such a surrender to God, we are really telling Him to crucify IN US 
whatever must do in order that CHRIST IN US might be made manifest – to us, in us, and through 
us. Sure. This isn’t about US becoming a wonderful specimen – it is about God doing whatever 
it takes to get us out of the way and manifest Christ. And the fact is, this is always God’s goal – 
Christ. God wants to glorify Himself in us, and that never means anything less than to make 
Christ seen and know. He wants us to be living epistles of what it means for God to have His 
way with a human being. 

Not Our Own 

According to the New Testament, if we are Christ’s, then we really ARE Christ’s, and no longer 
belong to ourselves. There is no such thing in the Bible as a Christian that belongs to himself – 
although much of the battle, and source of problems, is that despite this, Christians continue to 
act as if we do belong to ourselves. 

19 Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have 
received from God? You are not your own; 20 you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God 
with your bodies. (1 Corinthians 6:19-20) 

18 For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were 
redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your ancestors, 19 but with the 
precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.: (1 Peter 1:18-19) 

The fact that we no longer belong to ourselves is so basic to Christian Truth, that the term God 
inspired most often to describe Christians – SAINTS – embodies the thought. The word, "saint," 
in the NT Greek, is, "hagios." The word means, "HOLY one." The root word for HOLY in the 
Bible means, "set apart for God’s use." It is also from this root that the word, "sanctification," is 
translated in the NT. But all of it goes back to the same thought: A, "saint," is one who, "belongs 
to God." This is not simply one characteristic of a saint. It is the very identity of a saint – he is 
one who belongs to God and is set apart for God’s use. A HOLY one. 

Hopefully, we can see how this directly ties into the idea of surrender. To surrender to God is 
not supposed to be something extra we do for God, sort of like going the, "extra mile." No. A 
saint is really, "a surrendered one" – which is the outcome of being one who belongs to God. 
Surrender to God is therefore supposed to be business as usual. It is supposed to be more than 
something we do once in a while. Rather, surrender is supposed to characterize our relationship 
with God. Thus, a saint does just surrender. No. A saint is a surrendered person. 

This ought to once for all dash to pieces the notion that you can accept Jesus as Savior and 
ignore Him as your personal Lord. No. It is actually all or nothing – when you accept Him as 
Savior you ARE giving Him all of you. He IS your Lord. Indeed, the work of the Holy Spirit – the 
Spirit by which we receive the very life of Christ – is to make Jesus Lord of us in practical 
experience. A saint is a surrendered person, and the Holy Spirit is going to seek to make us 
realize this, act like it, and live it – and He will use practical circumstances. 

So what we see is that when we are brought into situations that call from us a surrender, we are 
really being brought into a practical outworking of what already IS – we already belong to God. 
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Now, through a trial, we are to work it out in life. What was a FACT must now become a living 
REALITY. We are to present ourselves to God a LIVING sacrifice. 

Adjusting Our Perspective 

So many Christian people – and I think we do this without realizing it – think that they continue 
to belong to themselves. I don’t mean in a rebellious way. No, in an ignorant way. We walk as if 
we belong to ourselves, and when it comes time to surrender to God, we think of this in terms of 
us graciously giving God permission to do what He wants in our lives. Almost as if, by faith, we 
open ourselves up to God for His will – and then think that we deserve credit for doing so. We 
take pride in the fact we have surrendered, and many of us make martyrs out of ourselves for 
doing so. It may never occur to us that this betrays a blindness to the Truth. 

We think in terms of OUR LIFE, and of God wanting to do in OUR LIFE certain things, and of us 
letting Him. Almost as if God is here to SERVICE US – and we are here to open ourselves for it. 
Nope. The Truth is, we don’t have any life anymore – not according to what we have seen about 
belonging to God. And God is not here to service us. He is really here to glorify Himself through 
us, and we are here to worship Him. Of course, this will all result in benefit for US. But we get 
things backwards in our thinking. 

Surrender is not a matter of us once and while letting God IN. Rather, if it is based in the Truth, 
it is a matter of God already being IN, and of Him working OUT the reality of that. Or to put it 
another way, surrender doesn’t let God in. It really kicks us OUT. God already owns us. We need 
to stop acting as if we belong to ourselves. 

There are a number of ways in which we betray our ignorance on this matter. First, we get mad 
at God for what He does, or doesn’t do, in our life. Well, it isn’t OUR life, is it? But the fact we 
get upset proves we still think it is – this attitude is still in our spirit. Second, we continue to think 
that God’s purpose is to give us a happy lot in our life. Indeed, some of us seek this AS the goal 
– and come into confusion when God doesn’t do it. But despite the fact that God does have a 
purpose for us as far as our lot in life, the fact that we have made this our goal is the big problem. 
It betrays a lack of full surrender – and the only solution is the one we have already seen. We 
must say to God, "Make my life whatever You want it to be," and not what I think it ought to be. 

God cannot give us the lot in life He wants until He has firmly established a relationship with us 
that makes this possible. And what makes that possible is so obvious we miss it: God must have 
freedom to do as He pleases IN US. Then He will be free to do what He pleases in our lives – 
as to our lot in life. How could it be otherwise? 

Think about it: If God has the freedom to do as He pleases with us, then God WILL do as He 
pleases with us! And guess what? That pretty much strips off every limitation. It means that God 
can do a work in us to glorify Himself and manifest Christ, and then this can safely function in 
the lot in life He has for us. It means that, for us, and IN US, God’s kingdom can come, and His 
will can be done. For now God can do as HE WILLS. 

But it all goes back to a full relinquishment of my right to own myself. I must hand myself over to 
God for what He wants to do – not just IN my life – but for what He wants to do IN ME. 

Can we see that this is exactly what it means for JESUS TO BE LORD of me? For the Spirit of 
God to GOVERN me? Sure. Indeed, Paul said, 

For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. (Rom 8:14) 

The word for LED in this verse properly means, "to be GOVERNED." From this we see that Paul 
is talking about much more than, "leadings." Paul is not saying that the sons of God are those 
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who walk around from here to there being LED by the voice of God to do this or that. I’m not 
saying this doesn’t happen from time to time – I’m just saying that this isn’t the fundamental 
characteristic of the sons of God that Paul is describing in this verse. No. Paul is saying that 
anyone who is a son of God is going to be GOVERNED by the Spirit of God. He is talking about 
what rules your life – the flesh, or Jesus Christ through the Holy Spirit. Read Romans 8 and you 
will see that this is precisely the context: Flesh vs. Spirit, and which GOVERNS us. This is much 
different than any possible, "leadings." 

Consequently, we see once again that this brings us back to surrender. A son or daughter of 
God is one who is walking under the on-going dynamic of Jesus as Lord. They have not only 
surrendered their life to Christ – their lot in life and all of the details – but they have given 
THEMSELVES to Jesus as Lord. In short, the Holy Spirit has a growing freedom to do in that 
person whatever is God’s will. The Spirit has the freedom to turn that person into a witness unto 
Christ, and into a living epistle. The Spirit will bring that person into the Truth, and into a 
relationship with God that will make this possible. 

Good News 

There is a tremendous amount of good news in all of this because, as noted earlier, it means 
that it is not up to YOU to become what God wants. This may come as a shock to people who 
think that the Christian life is about nothing more than mechanical obedience to rules and laws. 
But anyone can keep laws and rules and congratulate themselves for being like Jesus. Sure, we 
need to obey God – but have we yet learned that there is more wrong about us than mere 
mechanical obedience can fix? Will we never come to spiritual bankruptcy, and see that we are 
utterly unable to set ourselves free? 

It is a fact that God is going to bring us to the point, if we will submit, where we will see that we 
cannot obey Him. He will bring us to the point where we may, save the grace of God, utterly despair 
over ourselves. We will see that we are totally empty without Him. Of course, this too, is part of God 
doing whatever it takes in us to bring us into the Truth. But at the time, we may not realize this. 

And yet this terrible reduction is UNTO an end. It is only when we come to the place where we 
might despair about ourselves that we will finally say to God, "Lord, I cannot BE adequate. I 
cannot pass the test. I cannot make the grade. I don’t have the faith. There is no good in me." 
But then, rather than give up, God would have us say, "Therefore, I give all of myself wholly unto 
You, that You might do in me whatever You are after. I will submit to whatever Cross you bring 
Lord, so that you might, from that death, bring forth life that pleases you in Christ." Amazingly, 
once we come to this place and confession – that we don’t have what we need and have no way 
of getting it – God will say to us, "You are right. You cannot make the grade. But the fact you 
have now seen it is actually My will being fulfilled in you. You had to come to this place of 
surrender before I could work. Now, we will proceed." All of this is what it means to LEARN 
CHRIST – which is much different from learning ABOUT Christ. 

An unconditional surrender to God is not merely a promise to obey Him no matter what. No. 
Rather, it is a relinquishment of my entire self – including my inabilities and perceived ability – 
into His hands that He might do whatever is necessary to glorify Christ in and through me. The 
result isn’t going to be ME as a spiritual giant. It is going to be Christ seen in and through me. 

Natural thinking usually suggests that God has a standard He wants, and if we could just meet 
it, through obedience, faith, or a good attitude, then this will push the right buttons and move 
God on our behalf. But can we know see that this is equal to us using God for our agenda, as 
well-intended as this might be? Can we see that this is still us trying to be what we think is right, 
so that God will give us what we want? Can we see that this kind of thinking is often the result 



28 
 

of not trusting that God knows better than we do, or the result of a fear that would suggest that 
God really isn’t with us – already working to His glory? Christian people continue to operate as 
if God Himself is nothing more than a big LAW to please, with results forthcoming based on how 
well we jump through the right hoops. God is not that. We belong to God. He already wants to 
do IN US what we are feverishly trying to do FOR HIM. 

God wants to glorify Himself in us, and this cannot be accomplished if it is left to US to do the work. 
No. There will always be FLESH involved in that case. If you truly want to be set free, and come 
into the purpose for which God has given the Holy Spirit, God Himself must have the freedom to 
do has He pleases with you. But this is not something to be afraid of. Better to fear NOT doing 
this. For God has only good in mind for the people who BELONG to Him. This is about redemption, 
freedom, and being set free from all that would hinder His glory, and our enjoyment of Him. 

God Is In Charge 

Have you been burdened because you think you are not finding God, or because you think that 
you have somehow missed His purpose for your life? Has this burden been multiplied because 
you don’t even know where you got off the track, let alone how to get back on track? Well, can we 
now see that this concern is invalid? Just surrender to God and ask Him to do whatever it takes to 
show you the Truth. Do we believe we could be more concerned about this than God is concerned? 

So many Christians carry this unnecessary burden. We somehow think that God has a big plan 
for us, but that He is keeping it secret, expecting us to figure out what it is – but if we don’t, well, 
then we lose out. We imagine ourselves to be constantly on the outside of God’s purpose looking 
in – and never seem to figure out how to GET in. This is deception. We are not on the outside 
of God looking in. We are on the inside of God through Christ. And once we realize this, and 
believe it, we can turn to God and ask Him to do whatever is necessary to set us free of this 
nonsense and show us the Truth. 

Do we really believe we are on our own to discover the Truth? Jesus promised that the Holy 
Spirit would lead us into all Truth. Is that a sane promise if we are on our own to find it? God is 
not sitting up in heaven expecting us to figure things out. He wants us to surrender ourselves to 
Him so that He can reveal the Truth, not only TO us, but IN us. In short, this is about CHRIST 
IN US. God must do this work. He seeks to open our eyes. He just wants our continual surrender. 

16 I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. 17 I keep asking that 
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and 
revelation, so that you may know him better. 18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be 
enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his 
glorious inheritance in his holy people, 19 and his incomparably great power for us who believe. 
That power is the same as the mighty strength 20 he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead 
and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, (Ephesians 1:16-20) 

 

SURRENDER: LET GO AND LET GOD WORK 
By Rick Warren 

Surrender yourself to the Lord, and wait patiently for him. (Psalm 37:7) 

Surrendering your life means: 

• Following God's lead without knowing where he's sending you; 

• Waiting for God's timing without knowing when it will come; 

• Expecting a miracle without knowing how God will provide;  

• Trusting God's purpose without understanding the circumstances. 
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You know you're surrendered to God when you rely on God to work things out instead of trying 
to manipulate others, force your agenda, and control the situation. You let go and let God 
work. You don't have to always be in charge. Instead of trying harder, you trust more. 

You also know you're surrendered when you don't react to criticism and rush to defend yourself.  

Surrendered hearts show up best in relationships. You are not self-serving, you don't edge 
others out, and you don't demand your rights. 

The most difficult thing for many people to surrender is their money. Many have thought, "I want 
to live for God but I also want to earn enough money to live comfortably and retire someday."  

Retirement is not the goal of a surrender life, because it competes with God for the primary 
attention of our lives. Jesus said, "You cannot serve both God and money," (Matthew 6:24) and 
"Wherever your treasure is, your heart will be also" (Matthew 6:21).   

The supreme example of self-surrender is Jesus. The night before his crucifixion Jesus 
surrendered himself to God's plan. He prayed, "Father, everything is possible for you. Please 
take this cup of suffering away from me. Yet I want your will, not mine" (Mark 14:36).  

Jesus surrendered himself to God's will. He prayed, "God, if it is in your best interest to remove 
this suffering, please do so. But if it fulfills your purpose, that's what I want, too."  

Genuine surrender says, "Father, if this problem, pain, sickness, or circumstance is needed to 
fulfill your purpose and glory in my life or in another's life, please don't take it away!"   

This level of maturity doesn't come easy. In Jesus' case, he agonized so much over God's plan 
that he sweated drops of blood. Surrender is hard work. In our case, it requires intense warfare 
against our self-centered nature.  
 

How to Surrender to God 

Three Methods: 
- Deciding What God Means To You  
- Growing In Your Spiritual Life  
- Practicing Spiritual HabitsCommunity Q&A 

Surrendering to God means changing your habits and practices so that your spiritual life is a 
regular and healthy part of your everyday life. When you know what you want in your spiritual 
life, you can begin establishing habits, practices and activities that cultivate your spiritual life. 
Changing your lifestyle will help sustain the role of spirituality in your life. Research shows that 
your psychological wellbeing improves when you have an active spiritual life. 

Deciding What God Means To You 

1 - Decide what your attitude toward God or your spiritual life is. There are different attitudes 
people have toward their spiritual life. Determining what your personal relationship toward a 
spiritual life is can help you determine the best way to cultivate that spiritual life. For example, 
research shows that there are two types of attitudes towards religious commitment.: intrinsic and 
extrinsic. There is also a third dimension of religiosity called the “quest dimension”. Depending on 
which attitude or dimension that you have, you will approach your spiritual life in different ways. 

• Intrinsic commitment: Having an intrinsic religious or spiritual attitude means that you 
believe in the religion or the spiritual world as absolute truth. You hold your belief in your 
religious or spiritual beliefs above all other beliefs. 

http://www.wikihow.com/Surrender-to-God
http://www.wikihow.com/Surrender-to-God#Deciding_What_God_Means_To_You_sub
http://www.wikihow.com/Surrender-to-God#Growing_In_Your_Spiritual_Life_sub
http://www.wikihow.com/Surrender-to-God#Practicing_Spiritual_Habits_sub
http://www.wikihow.com/Surrender-to-God#Practicing_Spiritual_Habits_sub
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• Extrinsic commitment: Having an extrinsic attitude means you see your religious or 
spiritual beliefs as a means for you to live a fuller life, but do not regard religion above 
other beliefs you have. For example, you may use prayer as a means to gain relief from 
a stressful experience. For some people, having an extrinsic commitment to religion helps 
then fulfill social responsibilities or advancement. 

• Quest: The quest dimension describes a kind of person who does not need to believe in 
a reality where God or any spiritual figure must exist. Instead, you believe that the 
complexity of religion or spiritual matters is important to grapple with, but you also work 
to cultivate doubt and skepticism alongside your faith. In other words, you expect your 
faith to change and grow with you. 

2 - Write about what God or spirituality was for you in the past. To decide what spirituality 
or God means to you, you should write about your feelings and thoughts to help clarify where 
you want spirituality or God to go in your life.  

• The past is a very important part of you and should be used to decide what spirituality or 
God means to you now. Memory can be a rich source of knowledge that guides your 
decision making.  

• Write about important experiences that involved spiritual enlightenment or God’s 
presence. For example, write about a time you felt profound peace when there was turmoil 
in your life. 

• Write about important relationships that taught you about spiritual growth or God, or write 
about relationships that hurt your spiritual life or relationship to God. For example, a 
relationship with a parent or guardian might have helped you grow closer to God. 

3 - Write about the current state of your relationship to your spiritual life or God. What do 
you believe about the spiritual or God now? What has changed in your beliefs or values? Write 
about these experiences, relationships or ideas that have shaped your most current relationship 
to your spiritual life or God.  

• For example, a recent change in a relationship like a divorce, having kids, or starting a 
new bond could have helped move you towards the idea of seeking a more spiritual life. 

• Write down the big questions you have about your relationship to God or the spiritual. 
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