
 
 

  

    Bringing You  

           Closer to God 

             His Love and Peace 

                    And Eternal Life    
 

Have You Ever Been Tempted Against God’s Will? 

Was Jesus Ever Tempted in The Same Way? 

What Is the Difference Between Your Reaction 

And How Jesus Reacted To Temptation? 

Temptation Is for You 

 To Betray God ’s W i l l   

Was Jesus Tempted? 

What D id He Do?  
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GOD AND TEMPTATION 
God cannot be tempted. Jesus is tempted. Can Jesus be God? 

Is it true that God cannot be tempted? 
 Jesus said “I and the Father are one”. 

  Who was tempted by Satan? 

God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone. (James 1:13) 

Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. (Matthew 4:1) 

15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, 
but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not 
sin. (Hebrews 4:15) 

Luke 1:26-35 
The Birth of Jesus Foretold 

26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town 
in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. 
The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly 
favored! The Lord is with you.” 

29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 
30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 31 You will 
conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be 
called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and 
he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 

34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 

35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.  

Luke 2:52 

52 And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man. 

John 10:25-38 

25 Jesus [said], “…The works I do in my Father’s name testify about me, 26 but you do not believe 
because you are not my sheep. 27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 
28 I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand. 
29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my 

Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are one.” 

31 Again his Jewish opponents picked up stones to stone him, 32 but Jesus said to them, “I have 
shown you many good works from the Father. For which of these do you stone me?” 

33 “… for blasphemy, because you, a mere man, claim to be God.” 

34 Jesus answered them, “Is it not written in your Law, ‘I have said you are “gods”’? 35 If he called 
them ‘gods,’ to whom the word of God came—and Scripture cannot be set aside— 36 what about 
the one whom the Father set apart as his very own and sent into the world? Why then do you 
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accuse me of blasphemy because I said, ‘I am God’s Son’? 37 Do not believe me unless I do the 
works of my Father. 38 But if I do them, even though you do not believe me, believe the works, 
that you may know and understand that the Father is in me, and I in the Father.”  

Psalm 82:1, 5-7 
A Psalm of Asaph 

1 God presides in the great assembly; he renders judgment among the “gods”: 

5 “The ‘gods’ know nothing, they understand nothing. They walk about in darkness; all the 
foundations of the earth are shaken. 6 “I said, ‘You are “gods”; you are all sons of the Most High.’ 
7 But you will die like mere mortals; you will fall like every other ruler.” 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN 'YOU ARE GODS' IN PSALM 82:6 AND JOHN 10:34? 

Psalm 82 is the psalm that Jesus quotes in John 10:34. The word “gods” in Psalm 82:6  usually 
refers to the one true God, but it also has other uses. Psalm 82:1 says, “God gives judgment 
among the gods.” In the next three verses that the word “gods” refers to magistrates, judges, 
and other people who hold positions of authority and rule over other human beings, their 
authority is to be feared. This use of the word “gods” to refer to humans is rare. 

The point of Psalm 82 is that earthly judges should act with impartiality and true justice, because 
these judges must stand someday before the One True Judge as verses 6 and 7 says: “You are 
gods; you are all sons of the Most High.' But you will die like mere men; you will fall like every 
other ruler.” This passage says that people have positions of authority in which they are 
considered as gods among other people. They are to remember that they are mortal and must 
eventually give an account to God for how they used that authority. 

In John 10:25-30 Jesus claims to be the Son of God. Then unbelieving Jews charg Jesus with 
blasphemy because He claims to be God (verse 33). It is then that Jesus quotes Psalm 82:6, 
reminding the Jews that the Law refers to mere men of authority and prestige as “gods.” Jesus’ 
point is this: you charge me with blasphemy based using my title “Son of God”; yet Scriptures 
apply the same term to magistrates. If those of divinely appointed office can be considered 
“gods,” how much more can the One whom God has chosen and sent (verses 34-36)? 

In contrast there is the serpent’s lie to Eve in the Garden. His statement, “your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil” (Genesis 3:5), was a half-truth. Their 
eyes were opened (verse 7), but they did not become like God. In fact, they lost authority, rather 
than gaining it. Satan deceived Eve about her ability to become like the one true God, and so 
led her into a lie. Jesus defended His claim to be the Son of God on biblical and semantic 
grounds—there is a sense in which influential men can be thought of as gods; therefore, the 
Messiah can rightly apply the term to Himself. Human beings are not “gods” or “little gods.” We 
are not God. God is God, and we who know Christ are His children. 

Matthew 12:47-50 
Jesus’ Mother and Brothers 

47 Someone told [Jesus], “Your mother and brothers are standing outside, wanting to speak to 
you.” 48 He replied to him, “Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?” 49 Pointing to his 
disciples, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers. 50 For whoever does the will of my 
Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother.” 
  

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2082
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2010.34
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2082.6
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2082.1
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2082
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2010.25
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2082.6
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%203.5
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John 17:1, 3, 6-7, 11, 15-16, 21- 24 

1 Jesus…looked toward heaven and prayed: “Father…. 3 Now this is eternal life: that they know 
you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.  

6 “I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave 

them to me and they have obeyed your word. 7 Now they know that everything you have given 
me comes from you. 11 … Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name, the name 

you gave me, so that they may be one as we are one. 

15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil 

one. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 21 [May] all of them may be 
one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the 

world may believe that you have sent me. 22 …that they may be one as we are one— 23 I 
in them and you in me…. 24 “Father, I want those you have given me to be with me 
where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved 
me before the creation of the world. 

Not explicitly clear is the relation between the divine and human natures of Jesus. He has two 
natures as is taught in the chart below, but how they relate is not clarified in Scripture. 

JESUS AS ONE PERSON WITH TWO NATURES 

Jesus' human nature never existed apart from the union of His divine nature. We also see in 
Scripture that God cannot sin and that in Christ dwelt the fullness of the Godhead in bodily form 
(John 1:1, 14; Col. 2:9). Therefore, since we acknowledge that Jesus was divine, we can conclude 
that it was not possible for Jesus to sin. On the other hand, Jesus was truly man. Therefore, 
Jesus had been truly tempted. But, if it was not possible for Jesus to sin, then how can He be 
truly tempted?  This temptation or testing is not a challenge the deity of Christ any more than it 
is a challenge the divinity of God. 

In addition, all that Jesus did, He did by looking to the Father. Jesus said, "Truly, truly, I tell you, 
the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because 
whatever the Father does the Son also does." (John 5:19). Jesus also said, " By myself I can do 
nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just, for I seek not to please myself but him 
who sent me.," (John 5:30). 

Jesus did none of His miracles out of His own divine nature but did them as a man working 
through and by the Holy Spirit who indwelt Him. Jesus' miracles began after His baptism and 
that is when the Holy Spirit descended upon Him. 

GOD MAN 

He is worshiped (Matt. 2:2, 11, 14:33, 28:9) 
He is prayed to (Acts 7:59, 1 Cor. 1:1-2) 
He was called God (John 20:28, Heb. 1:8) 
He was called Son of God (Mark 1:1) 
He is sinless (1 Pet. 2:22, Heb. 4:15) 
He knew all things (John 21:17) 
He gives eternal life (John 10:28) 
The fullness of deity dwells in Him (Col. 2:9) 

He worshiped the Father (John 17) 
He prayed to the Father (John 17:1) 
He was called man (Mark 15:39, John 19:5) 
He was called Son of Man (John 9:35-37) 
He was tempted (Matt. 4:1) 
He grew in wisdom (Luke 2:52) 
He died (Rom. 5:8) 
He has a body of flesh and bones (Luke 24:39) 

https://carm.org/dictionary-nature
https://carm.org/dictionary-jesus
https://carm.org/dictionary-sin
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/John%201.1
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/John%201.14
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Col.%202.9
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/John%205.19
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/John%205.30
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt.%202.2
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt%202.11
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt%2014.33
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt%2028.9
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%207.59
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Cor.%201.1-2
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/John%2020.28
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Heb.%201.8
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Mark%201.1
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Pet.%202.22
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Heb.%204.15
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/John%2021.17
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/John%2010.28
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Col.%202.9
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/John%2017.1
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Mark%2015.39
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/John%2019.5
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/John%209.35-37
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt.%204.1
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Luke%202.52
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rom.%205.8
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Luke%2024.39
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Jesus came as a man in order to fulfill the law of God and to be the sacrifice for sin. He did this 
as a man. When He resisted the temptations of the devil, He quoted Scripture--as a man. He did 
not at that time rely on His divine nature when going about His earthly ministry in Israel. As a 
man, He was tempted, and as a man, He resisted temptation by relying on God's Word. He cast 
out demons by the Holy Spirit and not by His own divine nature. Therefore, Jesus was tempted 
in His human nature--not in His divine. He did not rely on His divine "side" to help Him out. 
Instead, He completely relied on the Father, the Holy Spirit, and God's Word to successfully 
resist the temptations that came to Him. 

Jesus could not sin but He could be tempted. That is, He could have a sinful option presented 
to Him--as was presented to God in the wilderness--yet Jesus would not have sinned. 

John 3:3, 5-6, 31—32, 34-36 

3 Jesus [said], “…No one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.” 5 …no one 
can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to 
flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 31 The one who comes from above is above all; the one 
who is from the earth belongs to the earth,…The one who comes from heaven is above all. 32 He 
testifies to what he has seen and heard…. 34 For the one whom God has sent speaks the words 
of God, for God gives the Spirit without limit. 35 The Father loves the Son and has placed 
everything in his hands. 36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the 
Son will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on them.  

Luke 22:19-20 
A Perfect Human Sacrificed on Behalf Sinning Humans 

19 [Jesus said]…“This is my body given for you…..” 20 my blood, which is poured out for you. 
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